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Chapter 1 


Rebecca was watching television in the living room while dressed 
in her ballet clothes and dancing around in the middle of the room. 
Her brother Thomas came into the room, pushed her and said 
sarcastically, “Rebecca you can’t dance. You’re just going to make a 
fool out of yourself at that stupid recital of yours.” 

“I can too dance you bone head,” she responded angrily as she 
pushed her brother back. “I’m telling Ms. Pendleton what a pest you’re 
being. She’s going to fly in here on her witch’s broom and zap you 
with her witch’s wand you jerk.” She yelled out, “Ms. Pendleton!” 

“Children! Children!” Ms. Pendleton pleaded as she rushed into the 
room where the two bickering siblings were arguing. 

“Please quiet down. Your parents will be home shortly and I don’t 
want them to come home to a war between their children. Behave 
yourselves. My goodness.” 

Upstairs in their brother Billy’s messy room, he was listening to 
music and blogging on his computer. He heard a knock on his 
bedroom window. It was his best friend Brittney who was sixteen 
years old and a gymnist. She had climbed up the large tree that was 
just beneath his bedroom window. She sat on the roof and knocked on 
his window so he could let her in. Billy got up, walked over to his 
window and opened it for her. He helped her into his room. 

“Brittney what are you doing out there?” he asked as he helped her 
into the room. 

“T wanted to see you without having to deal with Ms. Pendleton. 
That woman is strange. She reminds me of a nineteenth century 
widow from Scotland offering tea and cookies for guests while at the 
same time poisoning children in the basement.” 

“Ms. Pendleton is cool. She’s been watching us since we were 
babies and nothing like that has ever happened. She’s not that 
strange.” 

“Well, she is to me. Hey, when are your parents coming back from 
Egypt? I thought they were coming back yesterday.” 

“They got delayed. They’ll be home today.” 

“What’ll you be doing this summer? I thought you and I could 
hang out. Maybe we could start a band like we said. That’ll be cool. 
Did you know that Ellen has a crush on you? Rumor has it that she 
likes you and is hoping you’ll ask her out on a date. You are handsome 
and a hot guy.” 

“Tm not interested in Ellen and I don’t care what the rumors say. 
She’s just cool to hang out with sometimes. We can’t start a band. At 


least not right away. I think my parents want to take us on a family 
vacation. But, when we get back we’ll start auditioning musicians.” 

“Do you think that Ellen is pretty?” 

“She’s alright.” 

“Do you think that I’m pretty?” 

“Brittney you know I don’t see you like that. You’re my best friend. 
You're like one of the guys.” 

“You know I want to be the drummer in our new band when we 
get it started. I’ve been practicing on my brother’s drums while he’s 
away at college. He doesn’t even know. What he doesn’t know won’t 
hurt me. I’m getting really good too, Brittney said as she sat down and 
played Billy’s drums.” 

“Hey, you are getting better,” Billy said with surprise. 

“You have been practicing.” 

“Told you. I’d better go. Your parents will be home soon. See you 
later.” 

“Bye Brittney. Be careful climbing down. I don’t want to have to 
call rescue to come pick your body up off the ground” 

“Very funny. IIl see you tomorrow,” she said as she climbed out 
the window and down the tree. 

Anthony and Elizabeth had traveled the world from Antarctica, to 
India, to Africa, to Egypt and more. They had all traveled all over the 
world searching for lost treasures, and though they had encountered 
many dangers in their time, this exhibition to Egypt was their most 
dangerous yet. Anthony was thankful that his wife wasn’t hurt badly. 
He realized just how close he came to losing her. He grabbed a gold 
statue and held it up into the air. The statue, made of pure gold, was 
over five thousand years old and priceless. It was the gold statue of an 
ancient pharaoh. Both he and Elizabeth both knew that this particular 
pharaoh must have been of a man of significant wealth and had great 
power. 

Anthony yelled out, “For you we almost lost our lives. For you I 
almost lost my wife. I hope the curators at the museum in Britain 
appreciate what it took to find you.” Elizabeth, Richard and the other 
hunters and archaeologists left Egypt and headed home. When 
Anthony and Elizabeth finally made it home their two youngest teens 
ran out of their mansion and ran over to their parents. 

“Where’s your brother?” Elizabeth asked as she gave both of them 
a hug. She was extremely excited to see her children again. 

“He’s upstairs in his room playing games on his computer,” 
Rebecca responded sarcastically. 

“What else would he be doing? He spends all of his time on that 
stupid computer. He has no life. Mom, I tried to go into his room and 
he chased me out. He yelled at me mom and threw a pillow at me.” 


“Oh he did? Well I will have to have a talk with him then.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Good. Punish him good mom. Punish 
him for me. Thomas didn’t do anything wrong but if you like you can 
go on and punish him also.” 

Thomas yelled, “Shut up Rebecca.” 

“You shut up Thomas.” 

“No. You shut up.” 

“How about both of you quieting down?” Elizabeth asked 
impatiently. 

“Mom, are you and dad going to go on another adventure any time 
soon?” Rebecca asked. “I don’t like it when you go away for such a 
long time. Ms. Pendleton is such a grouch. I hate having her as a 
sitter. And I don’t understand why we can’t watch ourselves. We’re 
not babies you know.” 

“Oh, you want me to let Billy watch you even though he spends all 
of his time on his computer and according to you he has no life? I 
don’t think so young lady. Where is Ms. Pendleton anyway?” 

Rebecca responded sarcastically, “She’s in the kitchen. She’s 
probably burning the whole kitchen down. Mom you know the woman 
can’t cook.” 

Elizabeth laughed and said, “Rebecca. That’s rude. Let’s go inside.” 

Richard went upstairs to check on their oldest son. 

Elizabeth went into the kitchen to greet Ms. Pendleton and to let 
her know they were home. 

The sitter Ms. Pendleton said, “Oh my. Mrs. Turner, you’re home.” 

“Yes Ms. Pendleton,” Elizabeth said. “How were the kids while we 
were gone? I hope they didn’t give you too much trouble.” 

“Oh the kids were fine. They’re a little rambunctious but what 
teenagers aren’t? I just love watching them. Thank you for trusting me 
with them. I know how precious they are to you.” 

“Here Ms. Pendleton. Here’s your check.” 

“Oh my. Thank you Elizabeth. That’ll be just fine. Well, Pd better 
be going. Goodnight.” She left the Turner home. 

Several months passed. Anthony shouted, “Kids come down here at 
once. Come on. Hurry up. I have something to show you.” Anthony 
walked back into the library and waited for his teenagers to come 
downstairs. Their library consisted of hundreds of books on history, 
geology, archaeology, humanities, anthropology and more. Anthony 
and Elizabeth had always wanted their kids to learn about different 
cultures and ancient civilizations. Rebecca who was fifteen slid down 
the banister. Thomas who was sixteen and Billy who was seventeen 
ran down the stairs into the library as their father had asked. 

Once they got into the library Rebecca asked, “Why did you call us 
dad? Did we do something wrong? If we did, it was all Thomas’ fault.” 


Thomas said, “You’re not perfect either Rebecca. Why do you have 
to blame me whenever something goes wrong?” 

“I blame you because it’s usually your fault when things go wrong 
Thomas.” 

“It is not.” 

“It is too.” 

Anthony said, “No one has done anything wrong, that I knew of. If 
any of you has done something wrong I don’t want to know about it. 
Just keep it a secret. Ok? Anyway, I called the three of you down 
because I want you to look at these books on Africa. This book talks 
about lost civilizations,” he said as he held up a particularly old 
looking book. “See, look here. You can read all about it. I want you to 
read all of this because we will all be going to Africa very soon.” 
Anthony left the room. 

Elizabeth came into the library a short time later and said, “Hey 
kids. What are you doing? Are you all reading books? Billy, you’re 
actually away from your computer? Are you feeling well son? And 
Thomas, youw’re actually reading?” 

“Very funny mom,” said Thomas, dryly. 

Rebecca said, “Mom we’re learning all about Africa. Dad said that 
we are going on a family vacation soon. He wants us to learn all about 
ancient civilizations.” 

Elizabeth was clearly excited that her children were finally taking 
interest in their library. “You’re learning about ancient civilizations,” 
she said. “Let me see that book over there.” She sat on the floor with 
her kids, took one of the books on Africa and began to glance through 
it. She was just as fascinated as the teens were. She had been to Africa 
many times before on expeditions and archaeological digs but never 
with her children. 

Rebecca looked at her mother and asked sarcastically, “Mom, 
when we return to England from Africa do we have to bring Thomas 
back with us? Can’t we just leave Thomas over there in Africa? We 
could just leave him over there and let one of the lions eat him. I don’t 
know about you, but I would be willing to sacrifice my brother so that 
the lions won’t go hungry.” 

Elizabeth was clearly shocked at what her daughter just said and 
the only response she could manage was to stare in disbelief. “I can’t 
believe you just said that Rebecca.” 

Rebecca just smiled at her brother snottily. 

Thomas looked at his sister angrily and said, “Very funny Rebecca. 
I bet if we fed you to the lions they would just spit you back out.” 

The Turner family arrived in Africa a few weeks later on their 
private plane. The family rested for the remainder of the night in their 
hotel suite and then the next morning Anthony kept his promise and 


took them on an African safari. They saw buffalo, elephants, giraffes, 
lions, baboons and more. 

After they came back from their excursion, which the kids seemed 
to quite enjoy, the family took a walk through the Port of Lagos. The 
family passed by a musician who was playing a strange hand 
instrument. They stopped for a few minutes and listened as the man 
played for them. 

“What kind of instrument is that?” Billy asked with curiosity. “I’ve 
never seen that before.” 

Just at that moment an old African friend of Elizabeth and 
Anthony walked up behind them and said, “That instrument is a 
thumb piano.” 

The entire family turned around. Elizabeth and Anthony smiled 
upon recognizing their friend. 

Anthony said, “Kids you don’t know our friend Babatunde. He 
came to England to see us about seventeen years ago. We were friends 
even back then. Billy you were just a baby then. Rebecca, you and 
Thomas weren’t even born yet.” 

“Mr. Babatunde, why do they call that instrument a thumb piano?” 
Rebecca asked with curiosity. 

“Tt is a small hand instrument that you can carry around in your 
hands,” he replied. “It’s small and very easy to play. You want to try?” 
Babatunde purchased three thumb pianos for the teens and handed 
each of them one. The teens practiced playing on the thumb pianos 
right along with Babatunde. As they walked Babatunde said, “This 
country of ours, Africa, is famous for music. A lot of the music that is 
listened to all around the world originated out of this very country. All 
kinds of fantastic music are played here. There is highlife, juju and 
Fuji to mention a few.” 

“Yes. I know,” Anthony replied. “Elizabeth and I have had the 
pleasure of listening to the different types of music played here. We 
love it all.” 

Babatunde said, “Hey I have an idea. Please allow me to take all of 
you to a concert tonight so the teens can hear all kinds of music and 
see different types of dance. I promise you will all have a wonderful 
time. Hey, are you hungry? Would all of you like to have lunch with 
me and my wife?” 

They all walked to Babatunde’s home and met his wife. 

Oluremi bowed her head and said, “Welcome to our home. Is this 
your first trip to Nigeria?” 

“Well it’s the first trip to Nigeria for the kids,” Anthony said. 
“Elizabeth and I have brought the children to this wonderful country 
to learn about ancient civilizations. This is a learning experience for 
them. We want them to learn about other cultures.” 


Babatunde asked his lovely wife Oluremi, “What are we having for 
lunch?” 

“Fufu and Kenkey,” she replied. “There is plenty for everyone. 
Come and sit down for the meal. I will bring the food out.” 

Everyone sat down outside. 

“Ms Oluremi may I sweep with the prayer?” Rebecca asked. 

“Yes Ms Rebecca, but it is called a prayier.” 

Rebecca laughed and said, “Oh. Then may I sweep with the 
prayier?” 

“Yes you may. Here it is.” She handed Rebecca the prayier and 
allowed her to sweep with it. 

Elizabeth said, “Please allow me to help you Oluremi.” She went 
inside to help Oluremi carry out the food. 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Rebecca you haven’t done this much 
housework since you were born. You need to take that prayer and 
clean that filthy room of yours.” 

“Tt’s called a prayier you bone head,” she responded angrily. 

“T don’t care what it’s called. You need to take it back home and 
clean your filthy room.” 

“My room is not filthy.” 

“Yes your room is too filthy.” 

“No it is not.” 

He yelled, “Yes it is.” Rebecca got angry and swept a little dirt 
onto Thomas’ shoes. 

He yelled out, “Hey quit it.” 

Anthony yelled to both of them, “Will you two quit it. We’re guests 
in Babatunde’s home. Have some respect.” 

“Tm sorry dad,” Rebecca said apologetically. “Please excuse us Mr. 
Babatunde.” 

“Tm sorry too,” Thomas said. 

Oluremi and Elizabeth came out of the cottage and served Fufu 
and Kenkey to everyone. Oluremi yelled out to her daughter and 
father, “Samirah and Jabril the meal is ready.” Babatunde said, “This 
is Samirah our daughter and Jabril. Jabril is my wife Oluremi’s 
father.” 

Jabril said, “Hello. Pm Oluremi’s father. Babatunde is my son-in- 
law. Welcome to our home. This is my granddaughter Samirah. She is 
seventeen years old.” 

“Our son Billy is seventeen-years-old also,” Anthony said with 
pride. 

“Samirah, don’t be rude,” Oluremi said. “Say hello to our guests.” 

Samirah smiled and said, “Hello.” 

Oluremi said, “Well let’s all sit down for the meal.” Thomas looked 
at the strange food that his mother and Oluremi had brought out and 


said, “I’m not going to eat this. What is this strange stuff?” 

Babatunde laughed and said, “Thomas it is so much better to eat 
Fufu with your hands. Here, let me show you.” Babatunde 
demonstrated how he and his family ate Fufu. He tore off a small 
piece of the Fufu, dipped it in the stew and scooped some of the stew 
into his mouth. The entire family did exactly as he did. 

Samirah asked, “Did you know that my grandfather is a griot?” 

Billy asked, “A griot? What is a griot?” 

“A storyteller,” Samirah replied proudly. “He knows the history 
and background of everyone who has ever lived in this village. He 
tells stories about what has happened in this village over the years. I 
don’t know about other griots but my grandfather likes to tell his 
stories through song. He is such a great singer. My grandfather is a 
legend around here. You will all enjoy listening to him. He plays an 
instrument called a kora. Isn’t that right grandfather?” 

“Yes Samirah. My granddaughter is quite right even though I don’t 
know about the great singing part. I know the genealogy of my entire 
family going back for a very, very long time. I remember every child 
that was born and every elder that has passed on from this life in this 
village. There have been many people who have passed on from this 
village over the years. Kids would you like to hear me play my kora? I 
will sing my family’s history for you.” 

Billy, Thomas and Rebecca said with excitement, “Yes! Please.” 
Samirah ran into the house and brought out her grandfather’s kora. He 
played the kora and performed for everyone. Jabril sang the history of 
his ancestors. 

After Jabril finished performing Thomas asked, “Sir, have you ever 
heard of any lost ancient civilizations?” 

Jabril got very serious. He asked slowly, “Ancient civilizations 
huh? There are things that I know about an ancient civilization that 
most people, even your parents, don’t know about. Well let me tell 
you something that most people don’t know or refuse to believe. There 
is still today a lost civilization somewhere deep in the jungles. Nobody 
has seen them but they do exist.” 

“Oh I can’t believe that. An ancient civilization is alive today?” 
Elizabeth responded with disbelief. 

Anthony smiled and said, “Jabril I have to agree with my wife. 
There is no evidence to support such a claim.” 

“Oh, but it is true.” Jabril responded with excitement. 

“An ancient city of queens and kings still exists and they live deep 
within the jungle somewhere near the Nile River in an underground 
city. It is the lost Civilization of the Moepek. Nobody has ever found 
the city but I have a map of the approximate location of the city. The 
map once belonged to my father. He didn’t know what to make of it 


but he kept it for years. My father gave it to me and one day I intend 
to give it to my granddaughter here. My granddaughter and I have 
studied the map over and over again. My granddaughter Samirah 
shows a great curiosity for archeology. Yes, when she is a woman she 
will find the lost Civilization of the Moepek for me. I am counting on 
that. She will show the world proof that the Ancient Civilization of the 
Moepek really exists. One day she will make us all proud.” 

“When can I have it grandfather? When can I have the map?” 
asked Samirah eagerly. 

Jabril smiled, sighed and leaned forward as if he was getting used 
to delivering this speech. 

“When you're a little older Samirah you may have the map. I 
promise that when you are old enough and have a lot more 
archeology experience the map will be yours. You are only seventeen- 
years-old and have only been in a few pyramids. You lack the 
knowledge and experience that it would take for you to go on such an 
adventure. It is simply too dangerous. You are too young for such a 
responsibility.” 

Samirah pouted and yelled out, “I am not too young. I want it now 
grandfather. Why can’t I have it now?” 

Oluremi said sternly, “Samirah that is enough. You are being very 
rude to your grandfather and very disrespectful. What makes you 
think that you can speak to your grandfather that way? Your father 
and I have taught you better young lady. Apologize now.” 

“Tm sorry grandfather. I meant no disrespect. Please do not be 
vexed with me.” 

Jabril only laughed and said, “My granddaughter Samirah has a 
spirit of fire inside her. Fire is always rushing. If you put water on fire 
you can put its flame out and we certainly don’t want to do that with 
my granddaughter. We do not want to dampen her spirit. I want to 
protect my granddaughter by controlling her fire without putting out 
her flame. Granddaughter when the time is right you will get the map. 
I promise. Have patience my child.” 

Samirah bowed her head respectfully and whispered, “Yes 
grandfather.” 

Later that night Babatunde took everyone to the concert. 

There were a lot of people walking to the concert that night. 

As the Turner family, Babatunde and his family walked, Babatunde 
told all of them stories of the history of Nigeria. 

Rebecca, Thomas and Billy listened with fascination. They were 
very interested in learning all they could about the history of Africa. 
There were over five hundred African residents and tourists from all 
over the world at the concert. 

There were performers from all parts of Africa playing at the 


concert. There were poets, musicians, and dancers. Musicians played 
all kinds of African music such as highlife, juju, Fuji and afro beat. 
They played drums, bongos and all kinds of interesting instruments. 
Elizabeth, Oluremi and Rebecca started to dance with the crowd. 

“T wish I had my drums here,” Billy said. “I could have played with 
them.” 

Samirah smiled and said happily, “I think that I can arrange 
something. Come with me Billy.” 

Samirah took Billy’s hand and led him away from the dancers. 
Samirah took Billy over to some of the local musicians. 

They were in a group together. They had all grown up with 
Samirah and had gone to school with her. From time to time she 
accompanied them on the drums during shows. Samirah actually 
played the drums very well. There was Ayo who was seventeen who 
played the African drums, Budde who was nineteen who played the 
marimbas, Dakarai who was twenty who played the African bells, 
Jumaane who was eighteen who used African shakers and the only 
female in the group Imani who was nineteen who also played African 
drums. 

“Hey guys. What’s going on?” Samirah said with a smile. 

“Hey, there you are Samirah,” Jumaane said excitedly. “Are you 
hanging out here at the concert tonight? We didn’t know that you 
were going to hang out here at the concert tonight with us girl.” 

“Hey Samirah,” Jumaane replied. “Are you hanging out here 
tonight?” 

“Yeah,” she responded. “I wouldn’t miss this concert for the world. 
I’ve been looking forward for this concert for a long time. Hey this is 
Billy. He’s a new friend of mine. He and his family are visiting us from 
England.” The group of musicians all said hello to Billy and 
introduced themselves to him. 

Jumaane smiled and asked, “So, you are from England? What are 
you doing all the way over here in Africa hanging around a bunch of 
clowns like us?” Everyone laughed. 

Samirah said, “You know what; Billy here plays the drums back in 
England. You guys know I can hang. Billy and I want to borrow your 
drums. How about it guys?” 

“Well, come on girl,” responded Imani with noted enthusiasm. “Sit 
yourself down here and take my drums and show me what you can 
do. Don’t hold back.” 

“Hey Billy you can play my drums,” Ayo said. 

“Thank you.” He sat down and played Ayo’s drums as Samirah 
played Imani’s drums. The group of musicians played with them. 
Imani danced with Ayo as Billy, Samirah and the other musicians 
played. 


Dakarai laughed and said, “Ahh. Go ahead now. Do your thing 
Imani.” Dakarai started dancing too. Everyone had fun that night. 

The next day the teens met up with Samirah. They didn’t know it, 
but they were about to embark on a dangerous adventure that would 
put all of their lives in danger. Samirah led them toward the jungle. 
Billy asked, “Where are we going Samirah?” 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Mom told us to stay in the town square. 
This doesn’t look like the town square to me.” 

“T know but this is our only chance Thomas. My mother is not at 
home. She’s with your parents. She watches me like a hawk.” 

Rebecca said, “I know what you mean. I think our mom has eyes in 
the back of her head. We can’t get away with anything.” 

“Tt’s our only chance for what Samirah?” Billy asked curiously. 
“Exactly what are you talking about?” 

“It is our only chance to find the lost ancient African civilization. 
The lost civilization that my grandfather says still exists today. This is 
our chance to make history. You all heard what my grandfather said 
yesterday afternoon. He is counting on me finding the ancient lost 
civilization for him. I want to do this for him.” 

“Yes Samirah we heard what your grandfather said,” Billy 
responded. “We also heard him say that he wants to wait until you are 
a woman before you go on such a dangerous adventure.” 

Rebecca yelled, “Billy we can’t go wandering around in the jungle. 
If the lions and tigers don’t get us we will still have to answer to mom. 
Mom and dad will punish us. We will be in so much trouble. If we do 
this we could be grounded for the rest of our lives. We’ll never see 
outside ever again. We could very well be grounded until we’re 
seventy-five years old.” 

“T hate to admit this because I usually don’t agree with anything 
she says, but Rebecca is right,” Thomas said sarcastically. “Billy we 
can’t go. We will get into too much trouble. Mom and dad specifically 
told us to stay in the town square and not to go into the jungle. Do we 
really want to defy mom and dad like this? Think about it Billy. We 
could be on punishment for the rest of our lives. I don’t know about 
you but I value my freedom. I like our home but not enough to stay 
indoors on punishment forever.” 

“Samirah I’m sorry but Rebecca and Thomas are right. We can’t go 
with you to look for a so-called lost African civilization. We would be 
under punishment for so long that our social lives would all be 
destroyed. I am seventeen years old. I would like to maybe start 
dating. If I’m locked up in my house on punishment I’ll never get a 
date. Besides, we don’t even know where to begin looking. We could 
wind up wandering around the jungle forever looking for something 
that doesn’t even exist. Besides, it is my responsibility to look after 


these two knuckleheads. My parents are counting on me. I don’t want 
to let them down.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Well it really doesn’t matter if Thomas 
gets locked up on punishment. He already has no social life and no 
girl would dare to date a loser such as him anyway. When you think 
about it, he really has nothing to lose.” 

“Shut up Rebecca,” Thomas yelled angrily. 

“Rebecca cut it out,” Billy said. “Samirah, you heard my parents. 
They don’t believe that such a civilization exists and they are experts.” 

“That is not true. An ancient African civilization does exist. I 
promise. Look.” Samirah pulled out the map that her grandfather had 
promised to give to her when she was older. 

Rebecca, Thomas and Billy were shocked that Samirah had the 
map. Rebecca gasped. 

Billy asked, “Samirah is that the map that your grandfather 
promised you? Did he give it to you already?” 

“Samirah, I thought that your grandfather said that he would give 
you the map when you were a lot older?” Rebecca asked. “Did he 
change his mind?” 

“He did not give it to me. I took it. I had to. Don’t you see? I want 
to find the lost Civilization of the Moepek. If we wait until I get older 
like my parents and grandfather wants someone else may find it. I 
won’t let that happen. This map belonged to my great-grandfather. He 
wouldn’t want some other archeologist or scientist to find the ancient 
civilization. He wants our family to find it. He held on to this map in 
hopes of one day one of us finding the Kingdom of the Moepek. It was 
his dream. I won’t let his dream go to someone else. I will find the lost 
civilization but I need your help to do it. I can’t do it alone. I need 
your help. If you refuse to help me, than I will try to do it on my own. 
I will not stop or give up. Please guys? Help me. Your parents are 
adventurous archaeologists themselves. Once we find the lost ancient 
civilization they will understand. Do you have any idea what a find 
like this would be?” 

“Well it looks like we’re not the only ones who are going to be on 
punishment for the rest of our lives,” Thomas said sarcastically. It 
looks like Samirah will be joining us. Samirah we’ve met your mother. 
She’s even tougher than our mother is. 

Billy, Thomas and Rebecca looked at each other. They were too 
scared to say yes and too excited to say no. They didn’t know what to 
do. 

“Well, what do you think guys?” Thomas asked cautiously. 

“Should we help Samirah out or not?” 

“Tm still worried about what mom is going to do when she finds 
out we disobeyed her,” Rebecca said with concern. 


“She is going to go ballistic!” 

“Well, Samirah is right in that this would be one of the most 
fantastic and amazing archeological finds in the entire history of 
Africa,” Billy said. “In fact, it would be one of the most fantastic 
archeological finds ever. What do you think Rebecca?” 

Rebecca looked at Samirah and smiled. She said with excitement, 
“Let’s do it! We’re with you Samirah. Lead the way. Our parents are 
adventurous archaeologists like you said and have been on 
expeditions all around the world. I guess we have a little bit of mom 
and dad in us. It’s in our blood.” 

“T have several backpacks full of food, water, flashlights and 
batteries,” Samirah said surprisingly. “We have everything we need in 
them. Here, I have one for each of us.” Thomas, Billy and Rebecca 
were surprised that Samirah already had backpacks ready for the 
three of them. They looked at each other with a surprised look on 
their faces. 

Thomas asked sarcastically, “Hey, you already have backpacks for 
all of us? Samirah, how did you know that we would say yes?” 

Samirah laughed and said, “Your parents are both archaeologists. 
I’m a pretty good judge of character. I could sense the adventure in all 
of you. I knew you would eventually say yes.” Billy and Rebecca both 
smiled. The teens bent down to study the ancient map. “Look here,” 
Samirah said. “I know this exact area of the Nile River that the map is 
referring to. It’s right at the Pyramid of the Moepeks. I can lead us 
there. But, I am going to be honest with you. This trip is going to be 
very dangerous. There will be lions, wildebeests, wild dogs and more 
just to name a few. Are you guys sure that you want to do this?” 

Thomas said with concern, “Hold up. Wait a minute! No one said 
anything about wild lions, wildebeests and wild dogs. How are we 
going to make it through all of that to find the lost civilization that is 
underneath the ground? Samirah let me ask you a couple of questions. 
Are you crazy? Have you completely lost your mind?” 

“Trust me Thomas,” she replied. “If we are going to make it 
through this all of you are going to have to trust me. In fact, we are 
going to have to trust each other in order to survive. Now, are you 
three sure that you want to help me?” 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Alright. But let Rebecca go first. If any 
lions or tigers are out there they can eat her first. While they feast on 
her the rest of us will have enough time to get away.” 

“Shut up Thomas.” 

“You shut up Rebecca.” 

Rebecca shouted, “No. You shut up Thomas.” Billy yelled, “I swear 
if both of you don’t shut up Ill feed both of you to a lion. I’m getting 
sick of both of you.” Just at that moment two of Samirah’s friends 


came up. It was Atikah who was sixteen and Adam who was 
seventeen. 

Atikah and Adam were brother and sister born in Nigeria. 

They grew up with Samirah. 

“Hi Atikah and Adam,” Samirah said. “I want you to meet three 
new British friends of mine. This is Billy, Thomas and Rebecca. 
They’re from England. I got this map from my grandfather. It is an 
ancient map of a lost African civilization. It shows how to find the lost 
Kingdom of the Moepek. This map will guide us right to an 
underground city of the lost Civilization of the Moepek located 
somewhere beyond the walls of the Pyramid of the Moepeks.” 

“We want to help you find the ancient civilization Samirah,” Adam 
said with excitement. “Take us with you. Even if we don’t find a lost 
civilization I still want to go.” 

“Guys this trip is going to be very dangerous,” Samirah cautioned. 
“Are you sure you want to get involved?” Adam and Atikah both said 
with excitement, “Yes.” Adam said, “Samirah I’m not afraid. I want to 
go with you.” 

“Samirah we have been with you since we were children,” Atikah 
said. “We will be with you now. Come on. Let’s stop wasting time. 
Let’s go.” 

“So it is settled,” she replied. “Billy, Thomas, Rebecca, Adam, and 
Atikah, you will all come on this journey with me to search for the 
lost civilization.” 

The teens all agreed. They started out on their journey to pick up 
more supplies for Adam and Atikah. After they had all of their 
supplies together they headed out through the jungle to look for the 
lost Civilization of the Moepek. The teens passed a flock of pink birds. 
There were over a hundred of them flocked together. 

“Look at all the birds,” Rebecca said with excitement. 

“There must be hundreds of them over there,” Thomas replied. 

“Those are flamingos,” Adam said. “Look at their pink color.” 

“They have such skinny legs and long necks,” Rebecca replied with 
amusement. 

“Yeah Rebecca,” Thomas said sarcastically. “Their legs and necks 
are as skinny as yours are.” 

“Look who’s talking about a skinny neck and legs,” she said 
angrily. “Thomas your legs are so skinny they look like toothpicks.” 

“No they don’t.” 

“Yes they do.” 

Next, they came across a rather funny looking creature. 

Samirah asked, “Rebecca I bet you don’t know what that is?” 

Rebecca said, “Let me see.” She walked over to where Samirah 
was. Samirah pointed down to the ground and showed Rebecca the 


creature. 

“I know what that is,” Thomas said with confidence. “It’s a 
scorpion.” 

“No Thomas it is not a scorpion,” Samirah responded. 

“Tt’s actually a centipede. It does look similar to a scorpion, doesn’t 
it?” 

“Look at all the legs on that thing,” Rebecca said. 

“Centipedes eat roaches and hies, “Samirah said. 

“Oooh! Gross. That’s disgusting.” 

“Rebecca youre gross and disgusting,” Thomas said sarcastically. 
“You eat roaches and flies too.” 

“T do not. Thomas shut up. You are a big roach.” 

Samirah laughed and said, “Come on. We better get going.” The 
teens continued their journey in search of the lost civilization. First 
they saw some wildebeests. 

“Those things are so ugly,” Rebecca said. 

“That is called a wildebeest,” Samirah responded. “It is ugly isn’t 
it?” 

Billy said, “It looks somewhat like a bull. It has horns like a bull. 
But it is too skinny to be a bull. It looks like a malnourished bull.” 

Rebecca laughed and said, “Yeah. It looks like a bull on a diet.” 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Rebecca you look like a bull on a diet.” 

“Thomas that wildebeest looks hungry and malnourished. Maybe 
we should just feed you to it. It needs nourishment. You'll do just fine. 
Go ahead. We won’t miss you. Run along now.” 

“That’s very funny Rebecca,” Thomas responded sarcastically. 

The teens passed by a herd of elephants. There was one elephant 
that was leading her baby. The baby elephant was actually holding 
onto her mother’s tail with her trunk as they walked. 

“Look how big that thing is,” Thomas said with excitement. 

“Tt must weigh at least a ton.” 

Samirah said, “More likely several tons Thomas.” 

“Tt’s huge,” Billy said. “Look at the tusks on that thing. They’re 
really big. I’m glad that the animals that we are seeing are far enough 
away from us for us to all be safe. I’d hate to be in the path of a 
stampeding elephant.” 

“Don’t worry,” Samirah said. “We will stay far enough away from 
the animals so that they won’t even know that we’re here.” 

The teens continued their journey through the jungle. 

Next, the teens looked and saw a group of lions resting in the 
distance. The lions were too far away from the teens to know that they 
were spying on them. The teens ducked down anyway so that the lions 
couldn’t see them. They were still very nervous. 

Rebecca whispered, “Look at the lions. Look at their light brown 


manes. Look how powerful they look. This is amazing.” 

“There’s a whole group of them,” Thomas whispered. 

“The group of lions is called a pride,” Samirah whispered softly. 

Thomas whispered, “A what?” 

“A pride,” she responded. The adult lions were resting in the shade 
beneath a tree to catch the shade. There were several baby lions 
playing nearby. They were rolling around in the grass and biting each 
other playfully. 

“Oh look,” Rebecca whispered softly with excitement. 

“There are some baby lions. They’re so cute. I want to run over 
there and pick one of them up.” 

Thomas whispered sarcastically, “Go on Rebecca. Walk right on 
over there and play with baby lions in the presence of ferocious wild 
adult lions. They won’t mind one bit. Run along now.” 

“Shut up Thomas,” she replied angrily. The teens continued on 
their journey. They looked up in the rocks and saw a huge baboon 
sitting and eating some fruit. 

Suddenly Atika whispered, “Look guys.” Right in front of them up 
on a ledge was a gorilla. She looked as though she was about to attack 
the teens. 

“Everyone stay calm and move slowly away from the gorillas,” 
Billy whispered. “Don’t make any sudden moves.” The six teens 
backed up slowly and walked away from the gorillas. The large gorilla 
in front of them didn’t try to attack them. She only cared about 
protecting her baby gorilla and she did not want to leave her baby 
alone. The teens backed away and ran as fast as they could away from 
the gigantic gorilla. They continued on their journey. 

The teens were walking through the jungle when Rebecca heard a 
strange sound. She whispered, “Billy listen.” Everyone stopped 
walking and remained quiet. All six teenagers heard a noise as though 
something was coming toward them. It was as though they were being 
followed. None of them knew what was following them but they were 
all scared. All of the teens felt very uneasy. Suddenly, the teens heard 
a lion’s roar in the distance. They knew at that moment that a lion 
was hunting them like prey. The teens ran as fast as they could 
through the jungle. The lion chased behind them. It had no intentions 
on giving up the hunt for the humans. The teens were finally at the 
Nile River. 

Samirah yelled, “The lion is getting closer. We will have to jump 
over the waterfall into the water to escape him.” 

Rebecca yelled, “What? We have to do what? No way Samirah. I’m 
not jumping down there.” 

“Come on,” Samirah yelled. “We can’t stand around here talking. 
We have no time to waste.” 


The teens could hear the lion roaring as it got closer to them. 
Adam ran, yelled out and jumped right into the water. 

Atikah and Thomas jumped in after him. 

Samirah shouted, “Billy and Rebecca go ahead. Jump into the 
river. The lion is coming. Hurry up.” Billy grabbed Rebecca and pulled 
her into the river with him. Rebecca screamed all the way down into 
the river. 

Samirah followed them. The Nile River’s tide was moving more 
rapidly and the waters were a little rougher than the teens had 
anticipated. They all became scared but they had to continue fighting 
to survive. None of them wanted to drown. 

The rough waters carried them all the way down river. Billy and 
the other teens didn’t have the strength to fight the rough waters. The 
teens ended up on the shore at the bottom of the river. As they got 
back their strength, one by one they stood up. 

“Where is Rebecca?” Billy yelled out in fear. “Rebecca! Rebecca!” 
Soon all the teens were searching for her and yelling out her name. 

Rebecca came out of the jungle. She was giggling. She found the 
whole thing amusing. 

“What are you giggling about?” Billy said angrily as he hugged his 
sister. 

“That’s not funny at all Rebecca.” 

Thomas said with great relief, “Rebecca, there you are. Are you 
alright?” 

Rebecca laughed and said, “Of course I am. Don’t be ridiculous. 
Remember, I’m a better swimmer than all of you. I’m the captain of 
the swim team at school. What, you mean you were actually 
concerned about me Thomas? Don’t let anybody know. They might 
actually think that you have a heart.” 

“Hold up,” Billy said. “Thomas, turn around.” 

“Why? What do you need me to turn around for?” 

Billy yelled, “Just do it Thomas. Stop arguing with me all the time. 
Goodness.” 

“Alright! Alright! Don’t be so uptight Billy.” Thomas turned around 
with his back to the teens. Rebecca screamed. 

Thomas yelled out, “What? What is she screaming for?” 

“What are those?” Rebecca asked. 

Samirah said, “Leeches.” 

Thomas yelled out, “Where? Where are the leeches?” 

Billy said, “On your back.” 

Thomas screamed. He yelled, “What? There are leeches on my 
back? What are they doing on my back? How did they get there?” 

Samirah said, “They got on you when you were in the water. You 
are their host. They want your blood.” 


Thomas yelled out, “Well they can’t have it. It’s my blood and I’m 
not sharing it. There’s only enough blood for me and I’m keeping it. 
Get those slithery slimy things off of me. The little vampires! How 
many are there?” 

Samirah said, “About ten.” The leeches were actually attached to 
Thomas’ shirt. They wanted to get to his actual skin so that they could 
suck blood right out of his back. 

“Billy are there any on me?” Rebecca asked with concern. 

“Let me see. Turn around.” He searched Rebecca’s clothes. 

“Rebecca you don’t have any on you,” he said. “You’re ok.” 

“Samirah and Atikah let me check your clothes to see if any of 
those things got on either of you. Turn around,” Adam said as he 
checked their clothes. 

“Forget them,” Thomas yelled out in frustration. “What about me? 
Hey guys, I’m the one that has the slimy little creatures crawling on 
my back. Get these things off of me.” Billy, Samirah, Atikah and Adam 
walked over to Thomas and started to pull the leeches off of the back 
of his shirt. 

Rebecca refused to go anywhere near the leeches. She said with 
fear, “I’m not going to touch those disgusting, slimy things.” 

“Rebecca you are a disgusting slimy thing,” Thomas shouted. 

“Thomas you are so stupid. Those leeches must have gotten to your 
brain. I think those leeches sucked the brains right out of your head.” 

“If you two don’t quit it I’m going to put you both back in the 
water so that the piranhas and leeches can get you both,” Billy 
shouted in frustration at his siblings. “You know what? That’s enough. 
Let’s get out of here. Thomas the leeches are all off of you. Let’s not 
waste any more time. Come on.” The teens continued their journey 
through the African jungle. Suddenly, hunters ran from behind several 
of the trees and bushes and started to chase after the teens. All of 
them were carrying spears. They were yelling and screaming at the 
teens as they ran after them. 

“In here,” Billy yelled out as he led the teens into a small cave 
hidden in the jungle. What they didn’t know was that the cave was 
full of bats. The bats started to fly around in the cave in a fury and 
then flew out of the cave. The bats were more frightened than the 
teens were. The African hunters ran up to where the cave was located. 
Suddenly, the hunters stopped dead in their tracks. They were 
terrified. The teens saw a gigantic snake crawling over the cave and 
heading for the hunters. The snake was large enough to swallow a 
man whole and was over twenty-one feet long. Rebecca almost 
screamed out, but Billy put his hand over her mouth so she couldn’t 
make a sound. The African hunters began to back up quickly as the 
giant snake approached them. One of the hunters lost his balance and 


fell. The snake slithered right up to the man that had fallen and 
swallowed him whole. The snake went after another hunter. The 
hunter was so terrified that he just stood in place. He was too scared 
to move. He tried to run away but his legs were frozen in place. The 
snake slithered right up to the man. The snake wrapped its long body 
completely around the man so that no one could see him. Then the 
snake squeezed the man very tightly until he couldn’t breathe 
anymore. The remaining hunters ran off into the jungle and hid from 
the snake. Luckily for the teens the gigantic snake was satisfied with 
the hunt and decided to slither away. 

Billy whispered, “Let’s get out of here before those hunters or that 
gigantic creature comes back.” 

The teens slowly left the cave and started to walk through the 
jungle to get as far away from the hunters and the snake as they could 
and to continue searching for the Pyramid of the Moepeks. Suddenly 
they walked right up to a strange pyramid. It was the Pyramid of the 
Moepeks. They finally made it. 

Rebecca asked, “Samirah is this it? Is this the pyramid where we 
can find the lost Civilization of the Moepek?” 

“Yes Rebecca. This is the pyramid that the map was referring to. It 
is the Pyramid of the Moepeks. We have made it. We are here.” 

The teens walked into the strange pyramid where thousands of 
tourists and curious archaeologists had traveled before. 

There was nothing unusual to see that Samirah, Atikah and Adam 
hadn’t seen before. Thomas walked over to one of the walls and 
admired the beautiful ancient hieroglyphic writing. 

He leaned up against the wall and then suddenly the wall 
mysteriously opened up and a secret passageway deep into the 
pyramid was revealed. 

“Whoa!” Thomas yelled out. He jumped back in fear. 

The other teens ran over to the opening in wall. 

“Where does it go Billy?” Rebecca asked curiously. 

“Hopefully it leads to the lost civilization of the Moepek,” Samirah 
said with hope. 

“Well we didn’t come all this way for nothing,” Thomas said. “Let’s 
go take a look. There is no sense in standing around here. Come on.” 

Thomas led the way through the opening that led deep into the 
pyramid in an area that no one had ever been before. 

They each had their flashlights out and on so they could see where 
they were going. They saw chambers with hundreds of bats, chambers 
with beautiful sarcophagi covered in gold, and chambers with more 
ancient hieroglyphic writing all over the walls. The teens continued 
their journey through the pyramid in search of the lost civilization of 
the Moepek. 


The teens finally made it to the chamber that led down to the Land 
of the Moepek. Samirah knew right away that they were in the right 
chamber. There were similar hieroglyphic writings covering the walls 
of the chamber that were very similar to the writings on the map that 
she had taken from her grandfather. The map and the chamber were 
almost identical. 

Samirah yelled, “Hey guys, we finally made it. This is how we are 
going to find the lost ancient African civilization. This chamber leads 
right to the Land of the Moepeks.” 

“Look!” Atikah yelled. “There is a huge sarcophagus over there in 
the corner. Maybe that sarcophagus can give us a clue that will lead 
us to the lost land that we are in search of.” The teens rushed over to 
the gigantic sarcophagus. 

Rebecca whispered, “Look at it. It’s absolutely beautiful and huge. 
It’s the most beautiful thing I have ever seen in my life.” The 
sarcophagus was ten times larger than all the other sarcophagi in the 
pyramid. No archaeologist had ever seen a sarcophagus that big 
before. 

Atikah said, “Look at all the beautiful paintings all over it.” 

Billy said, “Yeah, and look at all the ancient hieroglyphic writing 
all over it. This is amazing. I’ve never seen anything like it.” 

The teens stared at the ancient Sarcophagus of the Moepeks for a 
few seconds. They were all mesmerized by it. 

“Come on guys,” Adam said. “We have to figure out how to open 
this thing.” 

Samirah opened the map again and spread it on the ground so the 
teens could study it. She said, “Billy, look at this. The map shows this 
man going over to that wall over there. He bends down and places his 
hand over the painting of the hand right on the wall and the 
sarcophagus opens up. This is what we must do to get the sarcophagus 
leading to the lost civilization to open up.” 

Billy did exactly as the man on the map had done. He walked 
slowly over to the wall and bent down. His heart was beating fast as 
he approached the painting of the hand on the wall. He didn’t know 
what to expect. Billy slowly placed his hand over the painting on the 
wall in the chamber. 

Suddenly, the beautiful Sarcophagus of the Moepeks started to 
open up slowly and hundreds of bats flew out and flew out of the 
chamber. The teens all jumped back in fear. Rebecca and Atikah 
screamed and covered their faces. Thomas, Billy, Adam and Samirah 
ducked down. 

After the bats had all flew out of the chamber Rebecca yelled out, 
“Look Billy.” The top of the sarcophagus had opened up completely. 

Billy stood up slowly and walked over to the opened sarcophagus. 


Thomas asked fearfully, “We have to climb down inside of the 
sarcophagus?” 

Samirah said, “That is the only way that we are going to find the 
lost civilization. We came this far Thomas; we might as well go all the 
way. We can do it. Don’t be afraid.” 

Billy climbed inside and grabbed hold of one of the thick vines. He 
began to climb down one of the vines leading down into the lost 
ancient African Civilization of the Moepek. He moved very slowly 
because he was nervous and didn’t want to fall to his death. He had 
no idea how far down the vines went. 

The other teens followed behind him. Suddenly the teens saw 
sunlight. They had traveled from the jungles of Africa into the jungles 
of the lost Civilization of the Moepek. They had made an archeological 
find that would stun the entire world. 

There was a gigantic plant not far from where the teens were 
standing. Rebecca said “What a beautiful plant and look how big it is.” 

She walked over to the plant and almost placed her hand in it. 

Billy yelled out, “Rebecca!” 

Rebecca pulled her hand back just in time. The plant slammed shut 
and almost bit Rebecca’s hand off. Billy ran over and pulled her away 
from the gigantic plant. 

“What is that thing?” she asked. 

“It’s a Venus flytrap,” Samirah replied. “It is carnivorous. But the 
Venus flytraps in our world are a lot smaller than this thing. They eat 
insects. This thing is big enough to swallow a man whole.” 

“A plant that’s carnivorous?” Rebecca asked. 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Yes Rebecca. That means it likes to 
swallow teenaged girls. Maybe we should just carrying you right on 
over to it and just feed you to it. We won’t miss you one little bit.” 

Billy yelled, “Shut up Thomas.” 

The teens looked through the jungle into an opening and couldn’t 
believe what they were seeing. 

Rebecca asked, “Billy what is that? It’s huge.” Samirah said, “It’s 
a...It’s a...” 

“T can’t believe that we are seeing her,” Billy responded in 
disbelief. “She’s a dinosaur.” 

“Billy is that thing going to run over here and eat us?” 

Thomas whispered. 

“Don’t be silly Thomas. She’s a plant eater. She doesn’t eat meat.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Thomas if you like we can carry you 
right over there and feed you to her. We wouldn’t miss you one little 
bit.” 

“Shut up Rebecca,” Thomas responded angrily. 

“Come on,” Billy said. “We better take a look around.” 


Just as the teens started to walk, a spear flew past the teens and 
landed right into the bark of a nearby tree. The spear just missed 
Billy’s head by inches. Suddenly, about twenty warriors surrounded 
the teens. They didn’t say anything to the teens. They just pointed 
their sharp spears at them. The teens were too terrified to move. 

Rebecca whispered in terror, “Billy I’m scared. I don’t want to stay 
here. I want to go home now!” 

Thomas whispered angrily, “Well Rebecca we can’t go home now. 
In case you haven’t noticed we are surrounded by warriors with sharp 
spears pointed right at us. Don’t be stupid.” 

Several of the Moepek Warriors walked angrily up to the teens and 
pushed them to the ground on their knees. The head warrior walked 
over to Billy but he didn’t say a word to him. He just slapped him 
across the face so hard that Billy fell down to the ground. Rebecca 
began to cry. 

“Leave my brother alone,” Thomas yelled out angrily. 

“Shut up Thomas, Billy pleaded with concern. “I’m alright. 

The teens were forced back to their feet by the Moepek warriors 
and then through the jungle of the Land of the Moepek right to the 
kingdom of their king. 


Chapter 2 


The Kingdom of the Moepek was very beautiful. It was like a 
tropical paradise. The royal palace was made of gold and marble. The 
Moepek king and queen were extremely wealthy. 

Their treasury was full of diamonds, rubies, jade and gold. 

King Treshand and Queen Raashinda were both sitting on their 
thrones watching their son Prince Reyshaunn teach his sister Princess 
Assuenta to protect herself and their kingdom. 

Isabella who was twenty-three years old and who had a crush on 
Reyshaunn sat nearby admiring her prince. Prince Reyshaunn was 
twenty-four-years old and Princess Assuenta was eighteen-years-old. 

Reyshaunn said sarcastically, “Come on sister. I know you can do 
better than that.” 

Assuenta lunged forward with her sword at her brother. 

They continued to sword fight with each other. 

Queen Raashinda and some of the other guests yelled, “Come on 
princess. You can do it.” 

Reyshaunn was a better sword fighter than his sister. 

Prince Reyshaunn knocked Princess Assuenta’s sword right out of 
her hand. The Moepek Warrior Cadmon was holding two spears in his 
hands. The princess ran over to him and grabbed one of the spears. 

Prince Reyshaunn laughed and said, “Very well then. Spears it is 
my sister.” He threw his sword down on the floor and walked slowly 
over to the Warrior Cadmon. He took the second spear from the 
warrior. The prince and princess began to fight using the spears. The 
prince knocked the spear out of his sister’s hand. He then took his 
spear and threw it into one of the walls of the throne chamber. The 
princess ran over to the wall and grabbed a bamboo stick off of the 
wall. The Moepek Warrior Cadmon rushed over to the same wall and 
grabbed another bamboo stick off of the wall. He ran over and handed 
it to Prince Reyshaunn. The prince and princess began to fight using 
the bamboo sticks. Everyone could hear as the bamboo sticks made 
contact with each other. They made a loud noise. Assuenta got tired of 
using the bamboo sticks. She threw hers down on the for and ran back 
over to the wall. She grabbed a short dagger from the wall. Prince 
Reyshaunn laughed. 

The Moepek Warrior Cadmon started to get another short dagger 
for the prince to fight with. Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “Cadmon no. I 
do not need a weapon for this.” 

Cadmon stopped where he was and smiled. He then bowed his 
head to the prince. Assuenta lunged forward with the short dagger 


that she was holding. Queen Raashinda gasped. King Treshand had a 
look of concern on his face. 

Reyshaunn was able to grab the short dagger from his sister’s hand 
and then slapped her across the face so hard with the back of his hand 
that she fell to the floor. Assuenta wasn’t badly hurt. Her pride hurt 
more than anything else. She got up off of the floor and put her hand 
up to her mouth. It was bleeding a little. Reyshaunn asked insincerely, 
“Princess, are you alright?” 

Assuenta responded angrily, “I’m fine brother. You do not have to 
worry about me.” 

“I don’t worry about you princess,” he replied sarcastically. 

“T was just asking out of concern. You want to learn to fight like a 
man than you shall be treated as one.” 

“Well, concern yourself no longer prince,” she said angrily. 

“I said I was fine and I am. I wouldn’t expect anything different 
from you brother. You have already proven that you have no respect 
for women. Look how you treat your fiancée Lady Stephanie.” 

Assuenta’s statements infuriated the prince. 

“T grow tired of this,” Reyshaunn said angrily. “The practice 
session is over.” 

The prince and princess bowed their heads to one another as a sign 
of respect even though they didn’t trust each other and had absolutely 
no respect for one another. In fact, you could see the anger in both of 
their eyes. 

At that moment the head warrior Naeduur and his warriors pushed 
the teens into the royal throne chamber. The crowd that was standing 
off to the sides gasped when they saw the strangers enter into the 
chamber. Everyone began to whisper amongst themselves. 

One of the Moepek warriors yelled, “This is King Treshand and 
Queen Raashinda. Kneel before them.” 

Naeduur bowed his head to the king and said, “My lord. We found 
these intruders near the pyramids leading to the world above our own. 
They do not belong here in the Land of the Moepek.” 

King Treshand asked with annoyance, “Who are you and what are 
you doing here? How did you get here? This place is the Land of the 
Moepek. You were never supposed to find our kingdom and 
civilization. We cannot risk others of your kind finding us. I must 
protect my kingdom and my people. Now that you know where we are 
you can never leave. All of you must stay here in the Moepek kingdom 
forever. Do not be afraid. You will not be treated as prisoners. We are 
not animals here in the Kingdom of the Moepek. We are civilized and 
honorable people. As long as you obey our rules and do not try to 
escape your stay here will be a pleasant one. Let me warn you that if 
you disobey me or my kingdom’s laws in any way you will regret it.” 


Naeduur asked, “King Treshand may I speak?” 

“Yes Naeduur. Speak your mind.” 

“With all due respect my king we should lock up the intruders 
now.” 

Reyshaunn said, “Father I have to agree with Naeduur. It is a 
mistake to keep these intruders here amongst us. They should be dealt 
with now before it is too late. Think about it father. What if others 
come just as these have? We can’t just allow strangers to wander in 
and out of our land. Once the outside world finds us none of us will be 
safe.” 

Queen Raashinda was concerned for the young teens. 

She pleaded in defense of the teens, “No. Son you are being much 
too cruel. Have compassion for our young visitors. We shall not lock 
them up yet or destroy them. Please my king. They are not even older 
than our very own daughter Princess Assuenta who is only eighteen- 
years-old herself. We can’t treat them that way. They are away from 
their parents and loved ones. We need to look after them as though 
they were our very own children.” 

“Enough!” the king yelled angrily. “Only I shall decide what is to 
become of the intruders and my word shall be obeyed.” 

Rebecca whispered softly, “Billy I want to go home to mom and 
dad. I want to go home now!” 

The king said to several of his warriors, “Take them to their 
quarters.” 

The teens were led out of the chamber by guards. Several maidens 
walked after them. 

The boys were led to one chamber and the girls to yet another. 

The Maiden Lili said, “Come on girls. Let’s hurry up and get these 
visitors looking decent. They look and smell like animals.” 

The Maiden Ebony said, “Hello strangers. My name is Ebony. We 
are here to assist you with preparing for the evening meal.” 

The Maiden Lili said, “Yes. You three ladies must be dressed in the 
appropriate attire while you’re visiting with us here in the Land of the 
Moepek. What you are wearing and the way you smell is simply not 
acceptable.” 

The Maiden Roshauna said sternly, “Lili! Don’t be so rude to the 
visitors.” 

Lili asked, “What? I was simply speaking the truth Roshauna. Do 
you want me to lie to them? What they are wearing is unacceptable 
and they do smell like the jungle animals and you know it.” 

Samirah said, “Well, what we have on is all we have to wear. We 
didn’t exactly bring suitcases. And we did just travel through the 
jungle so we are not going to smell like flowers.” 

Lili said sarcastically, “Well, you really shouldn’t be here at all. 


But, now that you are here you must dress like you belong here in the 
Land of the Moepek. You must fit in. And you must also bathe.” 

“Well what do we do?” Rebecca asked. “These are the only 
clothing that we have.” 

Ebony walked over to the wardrobe chamber and opened all the 
glass doors. There was a whole other chamber behind the doors. 

Atikah said with excitement, “Wow! Look at all the beautiful 
clothes and jewelry. It’s like having your own mall in the bedroom.” 

The maidens were all confused. The Maiden Ebony asked, “It’s like 
having your own what? What is a mall?” 

“Oh, I forgot for a second that we were in an underground 
civilization,” Atikah said innocently. “Forget I mentioned a mall.” 

“T guess you maidens haven’t heard of televisions, computers, cell 
phones or texting either, have you?” Rebecca asked sarcastically. 

The maidens looked at each other with confused looks on their 
faces. They had no idea of what Rebecca was talking about. They had 
never heard of any of those things. 

Rebecca whispered to herself, “That’s it. I want to go home now.” 

Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah rushed into the wardrobe chamber to 
look at all the exotic clothes and accessories. 

Atikah yelled, “Forget what I just said. This is better than shopping 
at the mall. This is the most beautiful and the biggest closet I have 
ever seen in my life. It’s like fifty closets rolled into one.” 

The maidens all walked into the wardrobe room with the girls. 
They were all smiling. They were pleased that the girls liked all the 
beautiful dresses that were hanging up and all the exotic jewelry that 
was in the dressing chamber. 

Roshauna said, “Yes. You may wear anything that you see in this 
dressing chamber. Don’t be shy. Please feel free to wear whatever you 
want.” 

“Come girls. Follow us. You must bathe first before you dress. If 
the king smells you during the evening meal he might lose his 
appetite,” Lilli said rudely. 

“Lili you’re being so rude today,” Ebony said. “What’s your 
problem?” 

Their presence here in the Land of the Moepek is my problem. 
They should not be here. All of our lives are endangered now that 
they are here. Others will come for them and they will destroy our 
world and our way of life here in the Kingdom of the Moepek. I am 
frightened Ebony and you should be also. 

“Well they are already here and have been welcomed by our king 
so you will treat them kindly,” Roshauna replied. 

“Fine!” Lili replied angrily. 

The maidens took the girls to the ladies bathing chamber. 


The royal bathing chamber was huge and very beautifully 
decorated. The entire chamber was made of gold and marble and had 
lace drapes hanging from the ceiling to the floor. 

After the girls bathed, the maidens gave the three of them 
manicures and pedicures. 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Now I know how the rich and famous 
live in Hollywood. I feel like a pampered Hollywood actress.” 

As the girls were being groomed by the maidens, a strange young 
woman around twenty-three years old walked into the bathing 
chamber. Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah looked up and were stunned. 
The young woman was the most beautiful woman in all of the Land of 
the Moepek. She looked like an African goddess. Rebecca, Samirah 
and Atikah couldn’t take their eyes off of the young woman. 

“Look how beautiful she is,” Atikah whispered. 

“T know,” Rebecca whispered. 

Samirah was a little jealous of the beautiful woman. She said 
sarcastically, “She looks alright I guess.” Rebecca looked at Samirah 
and smiled. 

Ebony turned around and said with surprise, “Isabella.” The 
beautiful young woman smiled and walked past Ebony without saying 
anything. She walked over to the bathing pool and said sarcastically, 
“Well, who do we have here?” 

Roshauna replied smugly, “Isabella these three girls are guests in 
our land. They come from the other world that is separate from our 
own. They are guests of the king.” 

Isabella smiled. She said sarcastically, “Oh. They are guests of the 
king himself. Isn’t that interesting? This is very sweet indeed. Well 
guests of the king, exactly how did you get here and exactly what do 
you want here?” 

Roshauna said, “Isabella the king and queen have already 
welcomed them into our kingdom. You were in the royal throne 
chamber when they were brought in by the warriors. You heard the 
king welcome them. Besides, you are not ruler of this land and they 
don’t have to answer to you.” 

Isabella walked over to Roshauna and said angrily, “Be careful 
Roshauna. Do not test me young maiden. You don’t want to anger me. 
You wouldn’t want me to turn you into a toad now would you? I don’t 
like you anyway and it would give me great pleasure in watching you 
suffer.” 

Roshauna bowed her head in fear. She didn’t say anything else to 
the beautiful young woman. 

Just then, the Head Maiden Yadira walked in and asked, “Isabella 
is everything alright? Is there something I can do for you?” 

“Oh shut up Yadira. I don’t need your help. I can handle your little 


maidens all by myself. They are no match for me.” 

Yadira became frightened. She bowed her head and said, “Yes 
Isabella.” 

Isabella looked over at Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah and smiled 
wickedly. She said sarcastically, “Enjoy your stay here young visitors. 
And just remember, I’ll be watching you very carefully so watch out. 
Don’t try anything while you are here in the kingdom. Do as our 
prince says and obey him. He is to be king one day and shall be ruler 
of the Land of the Moepek. His laws must be obeyed.” Isabella walked 
slowly out of the bathing chamber. 

After Isabella left, Lili said loudly in hopes of her hearing, “The 
witch! One day she’s going to get what’s coming to her.” 

“Who does she think she is and why is she talking as though Prince 
Reyshaunn is the king?” Ebony asked angrily. 

“King Treshand is still alive and he makes the laws of our 
kingdom.” 

“She acts as though she is princess of the kingdom,” Lilli said 
sarcastically. “Princess Assuenta is the true princess.” 

“She’s the most beautiful woman that I’ve ever seen,” Rebecca said 
with admiration. “Who exactly is she?” 

The head maiden said, “Young visitors it is best that you stay far, 
far away from that one. There is not one good bone in her pretty little 
body. She is dangerous. Don’t let her beauty fool you. She has an evil 
heart and her beauty hides her wickedness. Never believe anything 
she says and never trust her. She is a liar. She will lie to you and try to 
twist your thoughts. Do not trust her. Believe what I say. She cannot 
be trusted. Stay far away from her.” 

“She has powers that come from beyond this kingdom,” Lili said 
cautiously. “She has powers that come from beyond this entire world. 
Everyone is afraid of her. Even I am afraid of her.” 

Roshauna said angrily, “Well I’m not afraid of her. I’ll pull her 
beautiful hair out and scratch her eyes out if she tries anything with 
me.” 

“Roshauna!” Yadira said with fear in her voice. 

“That’s not nice for a young lady to say. You sound like one of the 
rebels that live out in the jungle. Watch your tongue. One day it’s 
going to get you in a lot of trouble.” 

She bowed her head and said, “Yes Yadira.” The Head Maiden 
Yadira said, “Do not listen to these maidens, young women. They are 
young and foolish. They will steer you wrong. Isabella is not to be 
played with. Mark my words. Stay far, far away from that one. Pay no 
attention to how beautiful she is. Stay far, far away from her.” 

After the teens were dressed several warriors led the them out of 
their chambers. 


“Billy look at us,” Rebecca whispered happily. “Don’t we look like 
Moepek princesses?” She felt beautiful dressed up in the exotic 
Moepek clothes. 

Thomas whispered sarcastically, “Rebecca you’re not Moepek and 
you're definitely not a princess.” 

“Oh shut up Thomas. Who asked you anyway? Besides, you’re no 
prince either.” 

“T never said that I was a prince,” he responded angrily. 

Billy whispered, “You guys cut it out. We have to go dine with the 
king and queen of the Moepek. Behave yourselves. Don’t embarrass us 
in front of the royal family and the other guests. I swear if you 
embarrass us in anyway, you won’t have to worry about what the king 
is going to do to you. Pll throw you to the tigers myself.” 

The teens were very hungry. The teens ate so much and so fast that 
the princess and several others at the table giggled and laughed at 
them. The princess found the whole thing very amusing. The teens 
didn’t care who was watching and laughing at them. It had been a 
long journey and they were all hungry. It had been hours since they 
had a decent meal and they wanted to enjoy every bite. The queen 
looked at them and smiled. 

The queen said, “Slow down young guests. There is plenty of food 
to go around. We are a people of great wealth. There is more food 
here in the Land of the Moepek.” 

Everyone started to laugh. 

Prince Reyshaunn said angrily, “The guests eat like pigs. They have 
no manners.” 

“My son, please do not be so hard on our young visitors,” the 
queen pleaded. “They have had a long journey from the world above 
our own. They are hungry and tired. Have some compassion for 
them.” 

Assuenta’s close friend Sharqueel sat next to the princess during 
the meal. He was nineteen years old and had grown up with the 
princess. Even though Billy was only seventeen-years-old Sharqueel 
was very jealous of Billy and didn’t want him anywhere near the 
princess. Sharqueel saw Billy as a threat because Billy was from 
another world and he felt that the princess might be intrigued with 
that. Sharqueel kept looking over at Billy with an angry expression on 
his face. 

Assuenta gently touched Sharqueel’s arm and whispered, “Be nice. 
I don’t want any trouble. Relax and enjoy the meal.” 

He smiled at the princess and placed his hand on hers. He 
whispered, “Alright. I’ll be kind for you.” 

Billy looked at the two of them and realized that they had a special 
bond that couldn’t be broken by anyone; not even him. 


Thomas was too excited to sleep later that night. He was excited 
about being away from not only his home, but being in a new land. 
Billy and Adam were asleep and there were no warriors guarding the 
entrance into their resting chambers at this time. Thomas got out of 
bed and decided to go exploring around the palace. He walked down 
the corridor and took one of the lit torches off of the wall so that he 
could see. He continued to walk through the palace. He admired some 
of the statues of knights in shining armor, statues of ancient kings and 
sculptures of ancient queens. Thomas turned a corner in the palace 
and walked right into the head warrior. 

Naeduur had been talking with a couple of his warriors about 
security in the palace. Naeduur turned around and looked at Thomas 
angrily. He yelled, “What are you doing out of your chambers? Get 
back there now.” 

“T have permission from the king to be here. I can go anywhere I 
want,” Thomas replied defiantly. “You can’t tell me what to do. We 
are not your prisoners.” 

“You dare defy me?” Naeduur said angrily. “As long as I am head 
of the warriors you will do as I say. I am head of security in and out of 
this palace and you will go back to your chambers or I shall force you 
there.” Naeduur pulled out his sword and pointed it at Thomas. 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Alright! Alright! Goodness! You don’t 
have to be so nasty about it.” He angrily walked back to his chamber 
as Naeduur had demanded. 

The next day the princess’ friend Sharqueel was in the royal 
courtyard practicing with one of the Moepek warriors swords. 

Billy walked into the courtyard and asked, “Sharqueel what are 
you doing out here?” 

Sharqueel asked, “What do you care?” 

“Well, I really don’t care. I was just walking by and I saw you.” 

Sharqueel asked sarcastically, “Billy can you handle a sword?” 

“Yes. I’ve handled swords once or twice before.” 

“Do you care to practice with me?” Sharqueel asked. “Do you have 
the courage?” 

“Ts this a challenge?” 

“No. Just practice,” Sharqueel said innocently. “Come on.” He 
walked over and took another one of the magnificent swords off of the 
wall. He tossed the sword. Billy caught the sword and then smiled. He 
admired the sword’s beauty. The sword was a work of art. Billy had 
taken classes in sword fighting so he was pretty good at it. But, Billy 
was no match for Sharqueel. Sharqueel had been trained by Moepek 
warriors and would one day soon become a Moepek warrior himself. 

Sharqueel was actually able to knock Billy’s sword right out of his 
hand. Billy tripped and fell backwards. Sharqueel rushed over to him 


and pointed his sword right at Billy’s neck. 

“Hey!” Billy yelled out with fear. “I thought we were just 
practicing? This is not a challenge. Remember?” 

Sharqueel said sarcastically, “You’re right. This is not a challenge. 
But it is a warning. Stay away from the princess. She has been a close 
friend of mine for many years and you’re not going to change that. 
Princess Assuenta means a lot to me. She means more to me than 
you'll ever know stranger from the outside world. Stay out of my way 
Billy.” Sharqueel pulled his sword back and stormed away. 

Just as Sharqueel walked away Princess Assuenta walked up and 
saw Billy lying on his back. Princess Assuenta rushed over to help 
Billy. 

“Are you alright? Did you hurt yourself?” 

Billy smiled and said as he got up, “No princess. I’m fine. I did not 
hurt myself. Do not worry. Come on. Walk with me.” 

Princess Assuenta smiled. “I’d love to walk with you Billy. Come 
on.” She gently held onto Billy’s arm. Princess Assuenta and Billy 
walked through the gardens surrounding the palace. 

“You know Billy there is a lot of history surrounding the Land of 
the Moepek. We are proud people. We hold the memory of our past 
kings and queens with the utmost respect. We honor their memory 
with stone and marble. We also honor them during ceremonies with 
song and dance. That is why throughout this kingdom of ours you see 
so many statues of royal families that have since left this life. That is 
also why many of our young girls learn our history and also the art of 
dance.” 

“T’ve seen some of your dancers,” he said. “They are very beautiful. 
I also saw you dance last night princess. You dance well. Who are the 
Moepeks? Where did you come from? How long has your civilization 
been hiding underneath the ground? Why is your kingdom underneath 
our world? How many Moepek people live here in the Kingdom of the 
Moepek? How did you end up within the Pyramid of the Moepeks?” 

Princess Assuenta laughed out loud. “Slow down Billy. Slow down. 
You're asking me too many questions at once.” 

Billy laughed and said, “Sorry.” 

“The Moepek civilization has always been here,” Assuenta said 
informatively. “We were around when the dinosaurs roamed freely 
over the earth. We were around when the ice age destroyed some of 
them and the giant rocks from the heavens destroyed many more. We 
were here when the pharaohs and ancient kings had the pyramids 
built in Egypt and Africa. We have been here during your droughts, 
volcanic eruptions, floods and fierce storms. Rebecca told me that 
your parents were archaeologists. I’m sure during their adventures 
they have come across a dinosaur or two in the pyramids. We were 


here through it all Billy and still we survive. Your kind battles with 
each other. We battle with ourselves and creatures in the jungle. But 
we are not only survivors. We are warriors and will fight for our 
survival as the Moepek warriors did before our time.” 

“How many people live here in your world?” 

She thought about it for a few seconds and then said, “Let me see. 
We have hundreds of teenagers living here in the kingdom, several 
thousand adults and about one hundred people in my family’s court. 
And don’t forget all of the Moepek warriors protecting our land.” 

“What do you mean your family’s court?” Billy asked. 

“Our family’s court consists of our cousins, closest family friends 
such as Sharqueel and his parents, my grandmother the Queen 
Mother, my aunt who is my mother’s sister, Naeduur who is the head 
of the warriors and several other head warriors who stand beside him 
and several advisors of my father. Our king’s court is really just 
relatives and the people who are the dearest to our family. They are 
allowed to live right in the palace with us or near to it. All the people 
in our family’s court are treated as royalty and are allowed all the 
privileges that the royal family has. Unfortunately, Isabella is also in 
our family’s court. She is treated as royalty as well. There are different 
classes of people living here in this kingdom just like in your own 
world. We have the poor or peasants who live in huts. We have the 
middle class or working class who live in cottages. We also have the 
wealthy or shop owners who live in small palaces of their own. Their 
palaces are not nearly as large as ours but they live comfortably and 
also have servants of their own. There is almost three thousand 
Moepeks living here. The Kingdom of the Moepek is larger than you 
imagined. This entire kingdom is surrounded by a giant wall of stone, 
cement and marble that protects us from danger. Oh, and let’s not 
forget the seventy-five or something rebels that live in the jungle 
outside of this kingdom.” 

Billy asked, “Rebels? What rebels?” 

“There are several Moepek men and women who have been 
banished from the kingdom for serious crimes against our society.” 
she said. “These are the rebels that I am referring to. The Pyramid of 
the Moepeks was actually built by our ancestors millions of years ago. 
The pyramid was built for three purposes. It was built as a burial place 
for the kings and queens of our civilization. It was also built as a 
means for us to enter in and out of your world which is something 
that we never do anymore. That is against our law. No one is allowed 
to leave this kingdom. Even the rebels who live in the jungle know not 
to attempt to leave this world and enter into yours. It is taboo. It 
wasn’t always that way. Millions of years ago our people used to 
travel back and forth between our worlds. Everything was good for 


awhile. And then, because of greed from your kind it became 
increasingly obvious that we needed to keep your kind out of our 
world. It was necessary to close the entranceway into our world for 
our very survival. Also, there are the dinosaurs which we needed to 
keep from reaching your world. That is the third reason why we built 
the pyramid. Billy you and your friends should have never come here. 
You have put the inhabitants of both our worlds in danger.” 

“T see now princess that we should have never looked for your 
hidden civilization,” Billy said with regret. “For that we are truly sorry 
and I promise that we will never reveal the location of your kingdom. 
I just wish your father King Treshand would believe that.” 

Princess Assuenta said angrily, “How can we believe that no one 
else from your world will come here to the Kingdom of the Moepek? 
King Treshand has a lot to worry about. In fact, we all have something 
to worry about now Billy. Others will be looking for you. Don’t you 
understand Billy? You have taken away our peace of mind. The Head 
Warrior Naeduur and the other warriors must be on constant look out 
for more intruders because of what you have done. I’m scared Billy. 
I’m scared for all of us.” 

Billy gave Princess Assuenta a hug. At that moment Billy wished he 
had never come to the Land of the Moepek. 


Chapter 3 


In one of the Moepek training schools there were five teens that 
were determined to one day make it into one of the Moepek warrior 
training sessions once they reached twenty-one years of age. These 
five Moepek teenagers grew up together and were the best of friends. 
There were thirty Moepek teens in their school. Their instructor was a 
former Moepek Warrior named Aderbowalé. The five teens ran over to 
the school as fast as they could. They didn’t want to be late again. 

Their instructor yelled, “You're all late.” 

“Master warrior we are right on time,” Shamar responded with 
confusion. “We are not late.” 

The Instructor Aderbowalé yelled, “You are supposed to be here 
before the class begins not just as the class begins. Don’t argue with 
me. You are keeping me waiting. Move it warrior trainees.” 

The students continued to practice sword fighting. Shaun won the 
challenge. He reached his hand down to help his friend Donovan who 
had lost his balance and fell, up off of the ground. Donovan was too 
angry and embarrassed to accept Shaun’s help. 

“T can get up myself Shaun. Back up.” 

Shaun said non-caringly, “As you wish.” 

Their instructor called all the young men and women over to him. 
The young potential Moepek warrior trainees gathered around their 
instructor. 

The Instructor Aderbowalé yelled, “I have watched all of your 
progress up until this point and I have to say that I am extremely 
disappointed. I can’t believe what I have seen today. Are any of you 
interested in becoming Moepek warriors?” 

The thirty teenaged students yelled, “Yes Master Instructor.” 

The Instructor Aderbowalé yelled, “From what I’ve seen today 
none of you are worthy of becoming Moepek warriors. I won’t be able 
to recommend any of you if I don’t see great improvement.” 

All thirty of the young men and women yelled, “Yes Master 
Warrior.” 

The Instructor Aderbowale walked away from the group of 
teenagers. The teens broke up into groups and started talking about 
what their instructor had just said to them. Donovan, Shaun, Shazaar, 
Coby and Shamar got together to talk. Edith and Victoria walked up to 
them. 

“T think the master instructor is pleased with our progress in the 
class so far.” Edith said. 

“Don’t beat yourself up about it Shazaar,” Shaun said. 


“You’re not the only one who lost the challenge. Donovan lost 
too.” 

Coby and Shazaar asked with excitement, “You did Donovan? You 
lost the challenge also?” 

“No. I didn’t lose.” 

“What do you mean Donovan?” Shaun asked with confusion. 

“Shaun cheated. He caused me to trip and then I dropped my 
sword.” 

“Yow’re a liar Donovan,” Shaun shouted. “Don’t be a sore loser.” 
“TIl show you a sore loser,” Donovan yelled back as he shoved 
Shaun causing him to fall to the ground. Shaun got up and jumped on 
Donovan. The two young men started fighting in the courtyard behind 
the school with twenty-eight of their classmates watching. Everyone 
gathered around them and started cheering them on. Coby, Shamar, 

Shazaar, Edith and Victoria were not cheering them on. 

Shamar asked, “Will you guys stop it?” 

“You guys are acting like jerks,” Edith said angrily. “Shaun please. 
You're going to get into trouble. Both of you stop before you get all of 
us in trouble with the master instructor.” 

The Master Instructor Aderbowalé ran toward the students. 

He yelled, “That’s enough. Break this up. Break this up.” He pulled 
the two young men apart. Aderbowale said angrily, “This is how you 
think Moepek warriors are supposed to behave? What have I been 
trying to teach the two of you all of this time? What have I been 
doing? You both are supposed to be examples to the other students. I 
am ashamed of both of you. What about the rest of you students? All 
of you are standing here cheering them on instead of trying to break 
them up? I will not have my students acting like rebels in the jungle. 
You are all better than that. Go home now. All of you go.” The 
students left the yard and headed for home. 

Edith, Victoria, Coby and the other s hid from the instructor. 

Aderbowalé continued, “My gut instinct is telling me to just throw 
the both of you out of my class and never let either of you anywhere 
near my school again. Against my better judgment I am going to give 
the both of you one more chance to redeem yourselves. The two of 
you stay behind and polish all of the swords and shields in the school. 
I want to be able to see my reflection in each and every one of them. 
Am I making myself clear?” He stormed away in anger. 

“What happened?” Victoria asked after the instructor stormed off. 
“What did he say?” 

“Donovan what is your punishment?” Coby asked. “Did the master 
instructor banish you from the school?” 

Shaun said with frustration, “We have to polish all the swords and 
shields in the school. Have you any idea of how many swords and 


spears are in there?” 

“That’s a lot of swords to polish.” Coby said. 

Edith had a crush on Shaun. She smiled and said, “Don’t worry 
Shaun. We’ll all help you. Isn’t that right guys?” 

“Well, we might as well get it over with,” Donovan said 
reluctantly. “Come on guys.” The seven teenagers walked back into 
the Moepek Warrior Training School and started polishing all the 
swords and shields. 

The next morning, Shaun, Edna, Shamar, Donovan, Victoria, Coby 
and Shazaar were walking through the Moepek kingdom to head for 
class. At that exact moment the Teen Archaeologists decided to take a 
morning stroll through the kingdom after breakfast was served. The 
Moepek teenagers ran into Billy, Thomas, Rebecca, Samirah, Adam 
and Atikah. 

The teens all stopped and looked at each other. 

Edith asked, “Who are you?” 

“Were not from the Kingdom of the Moepek,” Billy said. 

Coby asked, “Well where do you come from?” 

“We come from above this world,” Samirah replied. “We came 
here to find the Land of the Moepek.” 

Victoria asked sarcastically, “Well now that you have found us, 
now what?” 

Samirah said angrily, “Well now nothing.” 

“Do King Treshand and Prince Reyshaunn know that you are 
here?” Shaun asked. 

“Yes,” Samirah said. “The king, queen, prince and princess and 
everyone else in the Kingdom of the Moepek have welcomed us into 
the kingdom.” 

Edith said sarcastically, “Well we haven’t welcomed you yet.” 

“What are your names?” Victoria asked curiously. The Teen 
Archaeologists introduced themselves to the Moepek teenagers. The 
Moepek teenagers told them their names. 

She asked sarcastically, “Do any of you know how to us a sword?” 

“I can,” Billy responded confidently. 

Samirah said, “I can too.” 

Victoria smiled at the other Moepek teenagers that were with her. 
The other Moepek teenagers smiled back at her. 

“Let’s see it then,” she said. 

Edith walked over and handed her sword to Samirah. 

Donovan gently tossed his sword. Billy caught the sword and got 
ready to fight. Victoria pulled out her sword and she and Samirah 
began to sword fight. Shaun walked over to Billy and lifted up his 
sword. The two young men stared into each other’s eyes in an attempt 
to intimidate each other. It didn’t work. Neither of them was 


intimidated by the other. 

Then they began to sword fight. The Moepek teenagers were 
cheering and yelling for Victoria and Shaun to win the sword fight. 
Billy and Samirah fought well but they were no match for the Moepek 
teenagers that had been trained for years to sword fight. The Moepek 
teenagers won the challenge. 

“Don’t feel bad visitors from the world above,” Coby said. 

“All of us have been training to be Moepek Warriors. There is no 
way that you could have known that.” 

“If there was no way we could have known that, then why didn’t 
you tell us?” Thomas asked angrily. “Why didn’t any of you let us 
know that you all are training to be Moepek Warriors? My brother and 
Samirah could have both been hurt.” 

Victoria laughed and said, “We just wanted to have a little fun. 
Welcome to the Land of the Moepek.” 

“Hey, we’re all going to Moepek teen warrior training class now,” 
Coby said. “Would all of you like to come and watch? The Master 
Instructor Aderbowalé won’t mind.” 

Donovan said with anxiety, “We’re late again. Come on.” 

The teens ran toward the School of Aderbowalé. 

When Aderbowalé saw the Moepek teens he yelled, “You're all 
late! Victoria and Edith the both of you are coming to class late? Is 
this what I am to expect from the two of you now?” 

“No master instructor,” Victoria and Edith yelled back. 

The Instructor Aderbowalé asked curiously, “Who are these ones 
over there? What are they doing in my class?” 

“Master instructor they’re visitors of King Treshand himself” Edith 
responded. “They just want to watch the class.” 

Aderbowalé asked, “Guests of the King huh? Well guests, you’re all 
late. Well come on then. Join the class. Let’s go young visitors.” 

Billy paired up with Donovan. He smiled and said, “Are you ready 
Billy? Do you really think that you have what it takes to be a Moepek 
warrior? Do you really think that you can beat me?” 

Aderbowalé yelled, “Compete!” The students and the teen 
archaeologists began to wrestle. Billy was on the wrestling team at his 
high school. He had great technique and the upper body strength to be 
of a challenge to Donovan. But, Donovan was studying to be a Moepek 
warrior and was just a little bit better at wrestling than Billy was. 
Donovan had better strength and stamina than Billy did because of all 
of his Moepek training. Donovan won the wrestling challenge and was 
able to pin Billy down to the mat. 

After the practice session was over Aderbowalé yelled, “Students of 
the School of Aderbowalé listen up. King Treshand wants to know 
how well the students in all four schools are doing and how we all 


fare against one another. There is going to be a competition held at 
the arena.” The students in Aderbowale’s school all cheered and 
clapped their hands. Aderbowalé continued, “I have faith in all of you 
but all of you can’t compete. King Treshand has ordered that the 
instructors choose seven of the best students that we have to compete 
in the challenge. There are to be two girls and five boys from each 
school. We all know that the School of Serthunyaa only has girls. The 
king has made an exception in their case. They shall be allowed to 
choose seven of their best female students. Since we have only two 
girls in our school, both Victoria and Edith will be competing!” All the 
boys in the school clapped their hands and cheered for the two female 
students who would be competing in the challenge. Both Victoria and 
Edith looked at each other and smiled. They were both nervous and 
excited at the same time. 

Both girls walked up and stood on each side of the instructor 
Aderbowalé. 

“Next, I have chosen eighteen year old Shaun to compete.” The 
other students in the class clapped as Shaun walked up and joined 
Victoria and Edith. Both girls looked over at Shaun and smiled. They 
were very happy that he had been chosen to compete. Aderbowalé 
yelled, “I have also chosen Shamar and Shazaar.” Both boys joined 
Victoria, Edith and Shaun. 

“Last, I have chosen two of the older young men in the class. Anan 
and Awotwi who are both twenty years old have the best chance to 
become Moepek warriors next year. For that reason they will both also 
compete. These seven students will compete in the first ever Moepek 
Warrior Student Competition.” 

Aderbowalé turned to the seven chosen students. He said, 
“Naeduur is one of the judges in the competition. He shall judge you 
hard students. Do your best. Make all of us at the School of 
Aderbowalé proud. Let all the students in the School of Zruberri, the 
School of Serthunyaa and the School of Trafarri know that we are the 
best.” All the students cheered. 

At the School of Trafarri the thirty Moepek students lined up as 
their instructor spoke with them. He yelled, “King Treshand has issued 
us a challenge. He wants all of the students from the School of 
Trafarri, the School of Aderbowalé, the School of Zruberri and the 
School of Serthunyaa to compete in a series of challenges. This is truly 
an honor. The seven students that I chose will compete tomorrow 
against seven students from each of the other three schools. I want 
everyone in the Kingdom of the Moepek to know that the School of 
Trafarri has the best students in the kingdom. The seven students that 
I chose are Danita, Abbigail, Maaziah, Jengo, Kato, Palmer and 
Ladarius.” The seven Moepek students walked up and stood in front of 


their class. As they walked up their fellow classmates cheered and 
clapped their hands. 

Everyone yelled, “To the School of Trafarri.” 

Back at the School of Zruberri the Instructor Zruberri yelled, 
“Everyone gather around. Quickly. I have news to tell all of you.” 
Zruberri’s twenty six students all gathered around him. 

He yelled, “Students at the School of Zruberri listen up. King 
Treshand has ordered there to be a challenge tomorrow between all 
four schools here in the Kingdom of the Moepek. The names I chose 
shall all be competing in the first ever Moepek warrior student 
challenge.” All the students became excited and started smiling and 
whispering amongst each other. Zruberri yelled, “Quiet! Listen up for 
your name. Adanna, Samanya, Mackey, Rahamin, Neil, Nash and 
finally Aamir please come in front of your class.” 

The Moepek Instructor Serthunyaa yelled, “Girls! Girls! Come 
quickly. Everybody line up.” The twenty-two female students in the 
School of Serthunyaa all lined up in rows of eleven each. “Girls I have 
some exciting news. King Treshand is sponsoring a challenge. It is to 
be held tomorrow in the arena.” 

Chika who was eighteen asked, “Master Instructor Serthunyaa, 
what is this challenge about?” 

“Well, the king wishes for all of us in all four schools to compete 
against one another in a series of challenges. There are to be two girls 
and five boys from each school competing.” 

“But Master Instructor there are no boys in this school,” Rachael 
said. “The School of Serthunyaa has only girls.” 

“I know that our school only has girls Rachael. The king is aware 
of that also. We have been granted permission to have seven of our 
best girls compete in the challenge. I shall now call out the names of 
the seven girls that I have chosen to compete in the Land of the 
Moepek’s first ever school challenge.” Serthunyaa chose seven girls to 
compete in the first ever Moepek teen challenge. 

After the Moepek Instructor Aderbowalé left the school’s courtyard 
Donovan said, “It doesn’t make sense that the master instructor chose 
you Shaun. You are not a better warrior than I am. I can beat you at 
sword fighting, use of the short dagger and the spear.” 

Shaun said, “Well obviously the master instructor doesn’t agree or 
he would have chosen you. Just face it Donovan. The master 
instructor sees something in me that he obviously doesn’t see in you.” 

Donovan yelled, “Yeah! He probably sees your ego you conceited 
jerk.” 

“Look who’s calling someone conceited,” Shaun responded. 

“Tt was you who came over to me and started bragging about what 
a great warrior you are. You started this argument Donovan. Besides, 


who says that you are a better warrior than me?” 

“Well, we don’t have to wait until tomorrow for a challenge Shaun. 
We can have our own challenge right here and right now.” 

“Well bring it on then Donovan.” 

Victoria, Edith and Shamar rushed over to stop them from fighting 
again. Edith yelled, “You two are so stupid. Why do you two have to 
act so immature? Do you remember what the Master Instructor 
Aderbowale said the last time you fought in this very courtyard? Well 
let me refresh your memories. He promised to throw both of you out 
of the school.” 

Victoria said, “Shaun and Donovan listen up. You two are already 
eighteen-years-old. In less than three years both of you qualify to try 
out at one of the Moepek warrior training camps. Are you two really 
ready to throw all these years of hard work and training away over 
petty jealousy?” 

“She’s right man,” Shamar said. “Man, don’t do it. It’s not even 
worth it. It’s not worth it.” 

“No,” Donovan said. “The two of us are not going to fist-fight like 
a couple of rebels. That’s too barbaric. We are both still Moepek.” 

None of the students knew it but their instructor Aderbowalé had 
been listening to the entire confrontation. 

Aderbowalé shouted, “I think that is a very good idea. In fact, I 
insist on it. Shaun if you can’t handle Donovan here then how are you 
ever to survive the competition tomorrow in front of the entire 
Kingdom of the Moepek? Donovan if you win I shall replace Shaun 
and let you go to the competition at the arena instead.” 

Victoria and Edith walked together to the wall of swords. 

Edith walked over and handed Shaun his favorite sword. 

Victoria walked over and handed Donovan his favorite sword. 

Edith whispered, “Good luck Shaun.” She kissed him on his cheek. 
Both girls walked back and stood on each side of their instructor. 

Aderbowalé shouted out, “Compete!” Both Donovan and Shaun 
began to sword fight with each other. Shaun was indeed a better 
sword fighter than Donovan and that is what the Aderbowale needed 
for the challenge the next day. Donovan was becoming increasingly 
aggressive during the challenge. 

Edith became frightened. She whispered to herself, “Don’t hurt him 
Donovan.” 

Aderbowalé could sense Shaun’s fury. He yelled, “Enough! The 
challenge is over. I said enough. Donovan lower your sword. Do it 
now. That’s an order.” Donovan lowered his sword as he had been 
ordered to. “I have chosen the right student for the competition 
tomorrow. My decision stands as is. Shaun shall compete in 
tomorrow’s challenge before the king.” Both Shaun and Donovan 


bowed their heads to their instructor in acceptance of his decision. 
Aderbowalé walked away from the students. Donovan stormed away 
in anger. 

Coby smiled and said, “Congratulations man.” 

Shamar said with excitement, “Man do you realize that tomorrow’s 
challenge almost got snatched right from underneath you? Donovan 
could have stolen the whole thing right from you. You’re lucky dude.” 

Shaun said sarcastically, “I’m not lucky. I’m just a better warrior 
than Donovan is. That’s all.” The teens all laughed. 

Shaun asked, “What is it with that guy? We used to all be so close. 
We all grew up together. Now because of his jealousy of me we’re 
practically enemies.” 

“Don’t sweat it man,” Coby said. “Donovan will be ok. He’ll come 
around. He has a bruised ego. Just give him time.” 

At the School of Trafarri their Master Instructor Trafarri yelled, “If 
any of my chosen students disappoint me in tomorrow’s challenge 
against the other three schools, you shall be permanently dismissed 
from my school. The School of Trafarri is for winners, not losers. 
Remember you must come in first during the competition. There is no 
reward, prizes or glory for second place.” 

The Master Instructor Zruberri had all his students line up in two 
rows of twenty six each. The teenagers all lined up as their instructor 
had ordered. The three girls in the class were in front of the lines. 
Adanna and Samanya were first. 

They stood side by side and pointed their bows and arrows at the 
targets. Both girls released their bows and the arrows flew through the 
air and hit the center of their targets. Their instructor was very proud 
of them. 

His third female student Afia who was sixteen became very jealous 
of the other two girls. She got out of line and started to hurry away 
from the class. The Master Instructor Zruberri yelled, “Stop!” Afia 
stopped walking. She turned around quickly and looked angrily at her 
instructor. Zruberri yelled, “Where do you think you are going? Who 
gave you permission to walk out of the line?” 

Afia yelled, “I’m sorry Master Instructor Zruberri. Why can’t I be a 
part of the competition tomorrow? There are only three girls in this 
class and I am the only one who wasn’t chosen to compete. It’s not 
fair! Neither Adanna nor Samanya are better than I am. Why were 
they chosen?” 

The Master Instructor Zruberri yelled, “Who do you think you are? 
Do you actually think that you have the right to question my 
decisions? I am the master instructor in this school. This is my school 
and you shall do as I command.” 


Chapter 4 


After everyone sat down in the arena the Moepek Warrior Atúme 
yelled, “Welcome to the first ever Moepek warrior school challenge. 
Let the School of Zruberri, the School of Serthunyaa, the School of 
Aderbowalé and the School of Trafarri enter the arena. The challenge 
between the schools has begun.” Everyone cheered, yelled and 
clapped their hands for the first ever Moepek school challenge. The 
Moepek Warrior Atúme yelled, “First, we have the School of 
Aderbowalé.” The royal bongo players banged on their bongos as the 
four schools began to enter the arena. 

First the School of Aderbowale entered the arena. Every one of 
them including their instructor Aderbowalé was wearing dark blue 
warrior uniforms. The Master Instructor Aderbowalé was carrying a 
blue flag to represent his school. 

The seven chosen students from the School of Aderbowalé went 
first. Edith, Victoria, Shaun, Shamar, Shazaar, Awotwi and Anan all 
lined up ahead of their instructor and the other students. 

The Master Instructor Aderbowalé yelled, “Go!” The seven students 
chosen from the School of Aderbowalé advanced forward at exactly 
the same time. All seven of them held their bows and arrows in their 
hands. They released arrow after arrow through the air and into a 
target on the wall of the arena at exactly the same time. Their 
precision and accuracy was incredible. The crowd cheered and yelled 
as the remaining students from the School of Aderbowalé were led in 
by the Master Instructor Aderbowalé himself. 

The Moepek Warrior Atúme yelled, “Next, we have the School of 
Zruberri.” The crowd cheered and yelled as the seven chosen students 
Samanya, Aamir, Adanna, Mackey, Nash, Rahamin and Neil advanced 
into the arena. All of the students in the School of Zruberri were 
wearing green uniforms. Even the Master Instructor Zruberri himself 
was wearing a green warrior uniform and he was carrying a green flag 
to represent his school. The seven chosen students were each holding 
a bamboo stick in their hands. They performed a Moepek warrior 
dance using the bamboo sticks. The seven chosen students led the way 
as Zruberri paraded his students in front of the royal family and 
around the arena. 

The Moepek Warrior Atúme yelled, “Next entering the arena is the 
School of Serthunyaa.” The crowd cheered and clapped as the seven 
chosen young women from the School of Serthunyaa led their school 
into the arena. The seven girls Chioma, Dahlia, Faith, Ladonna, Chika, 
Brambi and Yannette lined up in a row. All the girls in the School of 


Serthunyaa and the Master Instructor Serthunyaa herself wore red. 
The master instructor carried a red flag to represent her school. 

The seven chosen girls did flips in the air and performed a Moepek 
aerobic dance for the crowd. The Master Instructor Serthunyaa and 
her school of girls were then led into the arena and paraded around 
the arena by the seven chosen young women. 

The Moepek Warrior Atúme yelled, “Last but not least is the School 
of Trafarri.” All the students in the School of Trafarri and their 
instructor were dressed in black. The seven chosen students from the 
School of Trafarri went first. 

Palmer, Abbigail, Danita, Ladarius, Maaziah, Jengo and Kato 
marched side by side into the arena. They performed a Moepek 
karate-type dance for the crowd. Everyone clapped and cheered for 
the School of Trafarri. 

Next the Master Instructor Aderbowale, the Master Instructor 
Trafarri, the Master Instructor Serthunyaa and the Master Instructor 
Zruberri lined up in a row. All of their students lined up in rows 
behind them. All four master instructors had their school’s flag in their 
hands and held them proudly up in the air. 

The Moepek Warrior Atúme yelled, “Your majesty and our queen 
and all the inhabitants of the Land of the Moepek, these are the 
students from the School of Trafarri, the School of Zruberri, the School 
of Aderbowalé and the School of Serthunyaa. Students welcome to the 
first ever Moepek school challenge. Good luck to you all. Let the 
competition begin.” The crowd yelled and cheered. 

Everyone was having a good time watching the students compete 
in sword fighting, relay racing, the bow and arrow challenge and 
more. Suddenly, three flying dinosaurs flew down into the arena. 
Everyone in the arena ran for their lives. 

The royal family and the Teen Archaeologists made it out of the 
arena safely. That wasn’t the case with one of the students from the 
School of Aderbowalé and two Moepek warriors. All three of them 
were carried off by the flying dinosaurs. 

Later that evening several hundred Moepeks including the royal 
family, Naeduur, Moepek warriors and the Teen Archaeologists lined 
up along the river. Everyone had a lit candle in their hands. 
Aderbowalé, Serthunyaa, Zruberri and Trafarri led their students to 
the river. They all decided to grieve together in a Moepek ceremony to 
honor the three that had been carried off by the flying dinosaurs. One 
by one everyone placed their lit candles on the river to float and light 
up the water to honor the three lost Moepeks. 

After the ceremony the teens went for a walk throughout the 
kingdom. 

“T want to know everything about your world above,” Edith said 


with curiosity. “Tell us something.” 

“Well, the Kingdom of the Moepek and the continent of Africa are 
similar in the way that we dress,” Samirah told the curious Moepek 
teens. 

“Your fancy Moepek costumes are similar to the way we dress 
during celebrations and festivals in Africa. We eat similar foods as you 
do and we hunt in the jungles of Africa just as your Moepek warriors 
do here.” 

“T don’t know much about life in Africa but there are some 
similarities in the way you live and the way we live in England,” 
Thomas said. “For one thing, there are rules that we must follow in 
our own civilization just like here in the Land of the Moepek. For 
crimes against society there are punishments just like here.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Thomas should know all about that 
kind of punishment. His very existence on the planet earth is a crime 
against society.” 

Thomas yelled, “Shut up Rebecca.” 

“Make me Thomas.” 

“T will.” 

Billy yelled, “Hey! Both of you shut up.” 

Edith said with amusement, “Those two fight just like my brother 
and I do.” 

Victoria laughed and said, “Yeah right. You two do fight like that.” 
All the Moepek teens laughed. 

“You know, the strangest person that we have all met here in the 
Land of the Moepek is Isabella,” Atikah said. “What’s her story?” 

“Isabella has lived in the palace since she was born,” Shaun said. 
“She grew up with Princess Assuenta. The two of them used to be very 
good friends.” 

Rebecca asked, “What changed? Why aren’t they friends now?” 

“Well rumor has it that when Isabella was about sixteen or 
seventeen years old she fatally hurt a Moepek teenager who was 
teasing the princess,” Victoria said. “Instead of the king and queen 
being grateful to Isabella they became frightened of her magic. They 
forbid Assuenta from spending time with Isabella anymore. That hurt 
Isabella. She and the princess have been enemies ever since.” 

“Hey you guys remember all the magic shows that Isabella’s 
mother used to put on for us when we were kids?” Victoria asked the 
Moepek teens. 

“Yeah,” Shazaar responded. “I remember when she lit up the sky 
with different colors. It began to rain in color. There were also loud 
pops in the sky.” 

“I remember that,” Edith said. “That was so beautiful. The entire 
sky was lit up with colorful, sparkling fire. I remember my mother got 


scared at first. She didn’t know what was happening. She thought that 
the sky was exploding. Then when we saw all the beautiful colors 
raining down our fear subsided.” 

Thomas said sarcastically, “We have nights just like that on every 
Fourth of July and new year.” 

Rebecca scolded her brother Thomas. She said angrily, “Thomas 
the people here in the Kingdom of the Moepek don’t celebrate 
holidays like we do. They don’t know anything about the Fourth of 
July. Seeing fireworks in the sky is a once in a lifetime dream for 
them. It doesn’t happen here everyday. Don’t be such a jerk.” 

Thomas said angrily, “Alright. Alright. I get it.” 

“Well Isabella never does anything like that,” Coby said. 

“She’s too mean.” 

“Well if the royal family doesn’t respect Isabella the way they did 
her mother and are afraid of her why don’t they put her out of the 
palace?” Thomas asked. 

“The royal family made a promise to her mother while she was on 
her death bed,” Donovan said. “They promised to always look after 
Isabella and to never abandon her. Isabella refuses to leave the palace. 
It’s where she grew up and there are a lot of memories of her mother 
and father there.” 

Arlexandrah had a completely different character than her only 
daughter Isabella did. She used her magic powers for good and would 
never dream of causing harm to anyone. Isabella’s father was a 
Moepek Warrior that Arlexandrah had met, fell in love with and then 
married. He was fatally wounded during a battle with the Moepek 
Rebels in the jungle. 

One day as Isabella and Assuenta walked through the kingdom a 
young Moepek Rebel named Samson who was twenty-years-old came 
up to them. He yelled, “Well. What do we have here? We have two 
stuck-up girls from the royal palace itself.” 

Princess Assuenta yelled, “How dare you talk to me like that. Do 
you know who I am? I am Princess Assuenta.” 

“Yep!” he replied. “It’s just like I said. We have two stuck-up 
women. Hey youw’re supposed to be some kind of fancy sword fighter 
aren’t you? Want to test me princess?” 

Samson pulled out his sword and pointed it at the two young 
women. 

Princess Assuenta pulled out her sword and yelled, “Come on 
rebel.” 

The princess’ close friend Isabella yelled, “You leave her alone. I’m 
warning you.” Suddenly without even knowing what she was doing, 
Isabella pointed her finger at Samson. 

A powerful electrical force came from her body and traveled 


throughout Samson’s body. He fell to the ground. He never regained 
consciousness. Princess Assuenta and Isabella were both in shock. 
They stood there and stared at each other. 

Princess Assuenta whispered in horror, “Isabella what have you 
done?” 

“Princess what have I done? What happened?” 

Princess Assuenta whispered, “Isabella! You have powers just like 
your mother. Let’s get you back to the palace. Come on.” The two 
young women ran as fast as they could back to the palace. 

Isabella’s mother felt that her magic was turning on her. 

She didn’t know how to stop it or control it. One evening as she 
was sitting in her resting chambers her magic wand rose up from the 
vanity table by itself. She commanded it to lower itself back to the 
vanity. It was no longer under her control. The wand flew through the 
air toward her. Suddenly an electrical force shot out from the wand 
and struck her. 

Isabella’s mother fell to the floor. She was barely alive. Isabella 
walked into her mother’s chambers at that time and when she saw her 
mother she screamed. Several maidens and several Moepek Warriors 
who were nearby ran into her mother’s resting chambers. The maidens 
all screamed when they saw her mother on the floor. The royal family 
rushed into the chamber after one of the Moepek warriors warned 
them of what had happened. 

Right before she passed away she whispered, “My king serving you 
all these years has truly been an honor. Over the years I have never 
asked anything of you but I am asking something of you now.” 

“What is it?” the king asked. 

“Protect my daughter. Do not banish her from the palace. This is 
the only home that she has ever known. She loves it here in the 
palace. She is losing her mother. She has already lost her father in 
battle against the rebels in the jungle. She will have nobody to look 
after her. Promise this to me my lord.” 

“I promise. Your daughter shall be treated as royalty. She shall be 
treated as my own daughter.” 


Chapter 5 


Babatunde and his wife Oluremi came out of their home to speak 
with Anthony and Elizabeth. Just at that moment Adam and Atikah’s 
parents walked up to the house. They yelled, “Babatunde. Oluremi we 
need to speak to you.” 

Babatunde said, “Ah. My friends Arshante and Kwali are here. How 
are you both?” 

Kwali said, “Babatunde our children Adam and Atikah are missing. 
Are they here with Samirah? Those three are inseparable.” 

“Babatunde, has the kids returned here with Samirah?” Anthony 
asked. “We haven’t seen them all day either and it is getting very 
late.” 

“Elizabeth I was just on my way over to your hotel to ask if the 
kids had returned to you,” Babatunde said with a concerned look on 
his face. 

Elizabeth looked at her husband and whispered, “Anthony.” She 
was terrified. She didn’t know what had happened to her three 
children and she was scared for them. 

Anthony whispered to his wife, “Don’t worry.” He held onto her 
hands. The adults searched for several days for the missing teens. 
They searched all over the city. The teens were nowhere to be found. 

Jabril yelled, “My map is missing. I think Samirah has taken it.” 

“Jabril you’re not talking about the map that leads to the lost 
civilization are you?” Elizabeth asked. 

“Yes Elizabeth. That is the very map that I am referring to.” 

Kwali yelled, “Lost map? Lost civilization? What are you people 
talking about?” He screamed with fear and frustration, “Where are my 
children? Tell me where they are now.” 

Jabril said slowly, “They are in the lost civilization of the 
Moepek.” 

“Well, if this ancient civilization actually exists then we shall deal 
with that later,” Anthony said. “Our number one focus now is getting 
the teens back safely.” 

Kwali yelled, “My wife and I are coming too.” 

“No,” Anthony pleaded. “We need someone to wait here just in 
case the teens are in trouble here in town or if they suddenly return. 
We need you and your wife to wait here with Oluremi.” 

“We will need help,” Babatunde said. “This is too dangerous of a 
journey to tackle alone. We have absolutely no idea what we’re up 
against. We must get together a group of hunters to help us search for 
the kids.” 


They went to Babatunde’s friend’s ranch to get help. Babatunde’s 
friend Benjamin was out back attending to his horses. When Benjamin 
saw Babatunde he yelled out, “It is my old friend Babatunde himself.” 

Babatunde said frantically, “It is good to see you again my friend 
but now is not the time to reminisce. We need your help.” 

“Babatunde I will do anything that I can. What is wrong my 
friend?” 

Elizabeth cried out with desperation, “It is our kids. They are 
missing.” 

Anthony said, “Hello. My name is Anthony and this is my wife 
Elizabeth.” The two men shook hands. “Will you help us find the kids? 
Money is no object.” 

Jabril said anxiously, “We fear that Samirah and the other teens 
may be in grave danger. We must get to them quickly. We believe that 
they have gone in search of the lost civilization of the Moepeks.” 

Benjamin asked, “The lost civilization of the what? You know 
what, never mind. I don’t want to know. Let’s just go get the teens. Pll 
get some of my friends to help.” 

A couple of Benjamin’s friends were already at his ranch hanging 
out. He rounded up several more hunters and asked them if they 
would help in the search of the teens. He said, “The children of my 
friends here have crossed the Nile River in search of an ancient 
civilization of the Moepeks and got themselves lost.” 

Charlie laughed and said to Anthony and the others, “Man when 
your kids get into trouble, they really get into trouble. Are they 
always this adventurous?” 

“No,” Anthony said. “This is the first and hopefully the last time. 
Will you men help? This could be dangerous. There’s pay in it for 
you.” 

Jack said, “Yeah, we'll help. But, can anyone explain to me what a 
Moepek is?” 

Benjamin said sarcastically, “Man, it doesn’t even matter. Come on 
guys. Let’s go get the Teen Archaeologists.” All the men started 
laughing when Benjamin nick-named the teens the Teen 
Archaeologists. 

Elizabeth whispered, “Teen Archaeologists? Anthony they’re not 
archaeologists. They’re just kids and they’re lost. We need to find 
them quickly before something bad happens. I’m so scared Anthony. 
I’m so scared for our children.” 

Anthony gave his wife a hug and whispered, “Don’t worry. We’ll 
find them.” 

In the Land of the Moepeks, several maidens were escorted by 
warriors into the girls’ chambers to help Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah 
get ready to eat that afternoon’s meal. After the teens were all dressed 


in appropriate attire they were all escorted by warriors to the royal 
dining chamber to eat with the royal family and the king’s court. As 
everyone enjoyed their meal Billy mustered up enough courage to 
speak directly with the king. 

Billy said, “King if you please. My family and friends appreciate all 
the hospitality that you have bestowed upon us during our stay. King 
you must understand. We can’t stay here.” 

King Treshand banged his fist on the table so loudly that everyone 
stopped eating. They all stared at the king in fear. 

“Enough! I have giving my decision in this matter. I shall be 
obeyed.” He stormed out of the eating chamber accompanied by 
guards. 

Naeduur said angrily, “You heard what the king said. I shall be 
watching you very closely. I will not hesitate to destroy each and 
every one of you.” 

Queen Raashinda said sternly, “Naeduur! You are bullying our 
guests. That is enough. Do not frighten the children anymore. You 
may be excused.” 

Naeduur got up from the table and said, “Yes my queen.” 

He bowed his head to the queen and hurried out of the eating 
chamber. Several warriors walked out with him. 

Princess Assuenta said to Rebecca, “Please don’t cry. It is going to 
be alright. We are not your enemies. You are part of our kingdom 
now. Forget what Naeduur just said. He’s just a big bully. We won’t let 
him harm you. I promise.” 

Queen Raashinda said, “I shall do everything in my power to 
protect all of you but you must listen to what the king has ordered. Do 
not disobey him. My husband the king is a kind man. You have to 
understand that he is only trying to protect our land and our people.” 

“My father is a great leader and a strong king,” Prince Reyshaunn 
said with pride. “He is doing what is right for our civilization. 
Remember, if you do not obey my father you will be locked up and 
severely punished.” 

Queen Raashinda said proudly, “Reyshaunn you are strong like 
your father. I see him in you every time I look at you. I admire your 
strength and no mother could be prouder. My son I know that you are 
prince and that you love your father very much but please do not be 
so hard spoken to our guests. Put yourself in their shoes. You have to 
understand them and how they feel at this time. They are away from 
their families and loved ones. They are frightened and in a strange 
land. We need to comfort them and let them know that there is 
nothing to be afraid of if they obey our laws. We must be gentle with 
them and treat them with patience and kindness. We are not savages 
my son. We are a civilized people. Don’t forget who we are my 


precious son. We are the Moepek.” Reyshaunn responded angrily 
“Patience and kindness? Patience and kindness is for women. I am 
Prince. I am soon to be ruler of this kingdom. I will rule this kingdom 
with an iron fist just like my father has done. When my father dies I 
will not show myself to be a weak leader...” 

Assuenta said angrily to her brother, “Our father King Treshand is 
still alive and ruler of this kingdom and he is not a weak leader. You 
speak disrespect when you say words like that and you dishonor him. 
My brother you are not king yet and you won’t be for many years to 
come so be careful what you say. One day your words are going to 
come back and bite you.” 

Reyshaunn grinned wickedly at his sister, bowed his head to his 
mother and excused himself from the table. Queen Raashinda lifted 
her hand into the air. The prince walked over, kissed her hand and 
then stormed out of the dining chamber in anger. 

Queen Raashinda asked, “Assuenta do you think that it is wise for 
you to speak to your brother like that? He is prince and will one day 
rule this kingdom.” 

“T do not care if he is prince. He deserves every word that I have 
spoken.” 

“Young people you have to excuse my son the prince,” the queen 
said. “He can be a little impatient and hot tempered at times, but he 
does love his father and this kingdom very much.” 

“Mother, he is a bully. You heard the way he spoke to them.” 

“Daughter you must not speak against your brother in that way. It 
is not how your father King Treshand and I raised you. It is 
disrespectful. He deserves respect from you and everyone else in this 
kingdom. Am I making myself clear? Remember, he is still prince.” 

The Queen Mother Lucinda whispered, “Assuenta listen to your 
mother. You must be careful granddaughter.” 

Queen Raashinda’s sister Princess Reyana said, “Assuenta you don’t 
want to be banished from the kingdom. Do you? It is not the Moepek 
way. It could also prove to be very dangerous for you my niece.” 

“Yes. He is prince. But I am princess. I wish someone would listen 
to me for once,” Assuenta said with disappointment. 

Queen Raashinda said, “Yes you are the princess, but you still must 
show respect to this family and your brother.” The princess bowed her 
head and said, “Yes mother. Excuse me everyone.” She got up from 
the table and walked out of the dining chamber. 

Later that day Assuenta’s friend Sharqueel was in the courtyard 
training Ashanba. Billy walked into the courtyard and watched as they 
practiced. “What are you doing Sharqueel?” 

Sharqueel didn’t even look up at Billy. He was annoyed that Billy 
was in the courtyard watching him. “Training Ashanba. What does it 


look like Pm doing? This lion belongs to the king himself. I have spent 
many hours training the Lion Ashanba. Is that alright with you?” 

“Hey look man, I was just asking. No need to get touchy with me. 
Ashanba is a nice pet.” 

Sharqueel laughed. He asked angrily, “He’s a nice pet? Ashanba is 
not just a pet Billy. He’s the king’s protector. Ashanba can be vicious 
when he needs to be. Ashanba would rip you to pieces if he thought 
that you were a threat to the king.” 

Billy said sarcastically, “Well, he looks pretty tame to me.” 

Sharqueel didn’t say anything. He just stared at the Lion Ashanba 
and yelled, “Ashanba attack!” 

The Lion Ashanba roared so loudly that everybody in the gardens, 
zoo area and pool areas heard him. He walked over to Billy as though 
Billy was his prey. The Lion Ashanba roared again and got ready to 
attack him. Billy backed away and fell over a barrel and into the 
bushes. 

“Get him away from me!” 

Sharqueel had no intention of letting the Lion Ashanba hurt Billy. 
He just wanted to teach Billy a lesson. Sharqueel yelled, “Ashanba 
retreat!” The Lion Ashanba walked away from Billy and returned to 
Sharqueel. 

Billy stood up and brushed himself off. “What’s the matter with 
you Sharqueel? I could have been hurt.” 

“Does Ashanba look tame to you now Billy? Does he look only like 
a pet?” Sharqueel yelled out, “Come Ashanba. Come. Let’s go.” He 
walked Ashanba out of the courtyard and left Billy standing alone. 

The princess walked with the other teens back into the palace. She 
walked them through the palace and explained to them who some of 
the statues of stone represented. She enjoyed explaining her history to 
the teens and they enjoyed hearing about it. There were several stone 
statues of kings and queens who had before their deaths ruled in the 
kingdom. 

The princess pointed to two stone statues and said, “That stone 
statue is of my grandfather King Machurpa. Next to him is a statue of 
my grandmother Queen Tarhirah. She died several years ago and a 
stone statue was built in her honor. My grandfather King Machurpa 
was assassinated a few years before her death. He was poisoned. 
Nobody has ever discovered who the assassin or assassins were.” 
Assuenta took the teens out of the palace again to show them the 
palace grounds. The gardens of the palace were breathtaking. The 
entire area looked like a tropical jungle. There were several waterfalls, 
hot springs with steam coming right up out of the water and exotic 
vegetation growing everywhere. She took the teens to an area in the 
kingdom where her pets were kept. 


Thomas said, “This is just like a petty zoo. In fact, you have 
enough animals in here to start a large zoo.” 

Assuenta asked with confusion, “Thomas what is a zoo?” 

“Its a place were animals are kept so that visitors can go and see 
them.” 

“Well, this is my zoo than Thomas. These are my animals and 
people do come from all over the Kingdom of the Moepek to see 
them.” 

As the teens and the princess watched and laughed at the lion 
cubs, Rebecca said with excitement, “Look.” Three baby giraffes 
walked by. The giraffes walked up to a tree and started to nibble on 
its leaves. 

“Hey, do you want to ride on my elephants?” the princess asked. 
“Come on. It’ll be fun.” 

The animal handlers gathered seven elephants for the teens to ride 
on. The princess smiled at Billy as they rode side by side on their 
elephants. She later took the teens to see her pet chimpanzees. One 
chimpanzee climbed down from the trees, ran over to Princess 
Assuenta and then jumped up into her arms. The chimpanzee hugged 
the princess tightly. The princess carried the chimp over to Rebecca 
for her to get a good look. Princess Assuenta said, “This is Channdah. 
I’ve had him since he was a baby.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Isn’t that a coincidence? We’ve had my 
brother Thomas ever since he was a baby chimp.” 

Thomas said angrily, “Shut up Rebecca.” 

Princes Assuenta smiled and said, “Here Rebecca. Take Pautuuh.” 
Princess Assuenta called out, “Come here Pautuuh. Come here baby.” 
Another chimpanzee climbed down from the trees and jumped up in 
Princess Assuenta’s arms. She handed the Chimpanzee Pautuuh to 
Rebecca and she kept the Chimpanzee Channdah. “Rebecca, for as 
long as you are here with us Pautuuh shall be yours.” 

Thomas yelled sarcastically, “Princess, don’t trust my sister with 
one of your animals. She’ll destroy it. Rebecca you can’t even take 
care of yourself. How are you ever going to take care of a monkey?” 

Rebecca said, “Thomas you are a monkey.” 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Rebecca who are you calling a 
monkey? Have you looked in the mirror lately?” 

Princess Assuenta smiled at them and walked away. 

She was amused at their bickering. She and Rebecca put their 
chimpanzees down and they ran back up in the trees. 

Suddenly the teens, Princess Assuenta, the animal trainers and 
everyone else in the Kingdom of the Moepek heard a loud scream 
coming from the sky. Two flying dinosaurs were heading into the 
kingdom. 


Naeduur yelled, “Help the princess immediately. All of you get 
back to the palace.” 

Billy took Assuenta by the hand and yelled, “Come on princess. We 
have to go back to the palace. I won’t let anything happen to you. 
Thomas, get Rebecca. Adam, help Samirah and Atikah. Let’s go!” 

King Treshand and Queen Raashinda were both inside the palace. 
They rushed over to the teens and asked, “Daughter, are you alright?” 

“T am fine,” Assuenta assured her parents. “Nothing has happened 
to me. Billy held my hand and guided me back to the palace to 
safety.” 

“Guards!” King Treshand yelled. Several guards rushed over to the 
king and bowed their heads. “Guards, escort the teens to their 
chambers. Make sure they are kept safe.” 

One of the dinosaurs flew down and landed on the ground. 

The creature started walking across the kingdom like a man. 

It was huge. Walking straight up on its two hind legs the creature 
stretched upwards to over fourteen feet tall. Several warriors and 
hunters ran up to the gigantic creature and tried to destroy it with 
their spears and poisonous darts. Nothing they did worked. The 
creature was too powerful and too fast for them. The creature was 
trying to bite the men with its sharp teeth. The men continued to fight 
the creature. 

Suddenly, the second flying dinosaur swooped down from the sky, 
picked up one of the warriors with its talons and carried him away. 
Both dinosaurs flew away across the jungle to the island where the 
dinosaurs lived. 


Chapter 6 


Prince Reyshaunn whispered, “My father has become weak. He has 
actually ordered a celebration in honor of the intruders for helping my 
sister. If I were king I would have had them executed as soon as they 
came into the Land of the Moepek. This kingdom needs a strong 
leader. This kingdom is more important than us and must be 
preserved for future generations. As king I can ensure that.” 

The king’s advisor Johannson said, “Yes. King Treshand is 
becoming weak. He has put us all in danger by letting the strangers 
live. I tried to warn him, but King Treshand doesn’t listen to me 
anymore. There was once a time when your father respected and 
trusted my advice. My word meant something to him. Now he has 
become too stubborn to listen to anyone. You are right prince. Your 
father must be dealt with before he causes the destruction of the 
entire Kingdom of the Moepek.” 

The group of traitors broke up the secret meeting and went back to 
the celebration. What the group didn’t know was that the princess was 
hiding nearby and heard everything that they said. Assuenta was in 
shock. She couldn’t believe what she had just heard. She felt like she 
was in the middle of a nightmare and couldn’t wake up. Tears rolled 
down her cheeks. Assuenta rushed to her father and tried to explain to 
him what she had heard. The king wasn’t listening to his daughter at 
all. He was having too much fun watching and listening to the 
entertainment. Several dancers dressed in gypsy costumes danced for 
the king and queen. 

“Father I need to speak to you,” Assuenta pleaded. “It is of the 
utmost importance.” 

“What is it? I am trying to enjoy the celebration. This is a 
wonderful night for all of us daughter and you should be enjoying it. 
You take things too seriously. You are young and should be enjoying 
your life. Have fun for once. You are a princess and the entire 
Kingdom of the Moepek is at your feet. Enjoy it.” 

“There will be other times to have fun my lord,” the princess said 
to her father the king. “Now is not the time. I heard Reyshaunn saying 
that he wants to be king now.” 

King Treshand wasn’t looking at Princess Assuenta or even paying 
any attention to her. He was enjoying the entertainment and it was 
too noisy for the king to really understand what she was saying. He 
said non-caringly, “Daughter Prince Reyshaunn shall one day become 
king. He is my son. Of course once I leave this world he will become 
king. That is the way it has always been here in the Land of the 


Moepek. You should know that daughter. He is very excited about the 
prospect of one day becoming king. I think that he will make a fine 
king and I am very proud of him. I am very proud of you too my 
daughter. Do not be jealous of your brother my child. It is not 
becoming of a princess.” 

“No father that is not what I meant. He wants to be king now. 
Prince Reyshaunn can’t be trusted.” 

“That is enough child. Let me be so that I can enjoy the 
celebration. You are upsetting me. Leave my presence now.” 

“Yes father,” Princess Assuenta said as she bowed her head to the 
king and walked away with disappointment. 

Billy turned around and asked, “Where’s Thomas? Has anyone seen 
Thomas?” 

“I haven’t seen him,” Rebecca said as she looked around for him. 

“He was just here a minute ago,” Samirah said. “Where did he go 
so quickly?” 

Billy said angrily, “He did it again. He wandered away from us. My 
brother is such a pain. When I catch up to him he’s going to know 
what pain is.” 

“Billy when you catch up to Thomas, hurt him for me too,” 
Rebecca said sarcastically. 

Thomas noticed the statues of knights in shining armor with their 
mighty swords at their sides. He admired statues of ancient kings and 
queens who once ruled in the Kingdom of the Moepek. He admired all 
of the gold, silver and marble walls that made up the sides of the 
palace walls. Thomas turned around and there he was. Thomas’ eyes 
grew wide and his heart started beating faster. He was startled. It was 
Naeduur. 

Naeduur yelled, “What are you doing away from the others? Who 
gave you permission to wander around this kingdom?” 

“Well, I just wanted to take a look around. I’m not doing anything 
wrong. You heard the king. He is grateful to my brother and the rest 
of us for saving his daughter from the flying monsters. This entire 
celebration is in our honor. You had better be nice to me or I shall 
notify the king. If you are not nice to me the king shall have your 
head. rll make sure that you are beheaded.” 

Naeduur growled angrily at Thomas. He grabbed his sword and 
swung it at Thomas. He missed. Thomas ran off to join the other teens. 
As he was running away he yelled back at Naeduur, “I’m telling 
the king on you. You’re in so much trouble mister you’d better run off 
into the jungle and hide. You’re going to be locked away in the 

dungeon for this. The king shall have your head.” 

Naeduur just ignored him and walked away angrily. He mumbled 
underneath is breath, “Stupid kid.” 


Isabella stood up and walked over to her pet snakes. She opened 
the lid to one of her glass snake beds and lifted her favorite snake. It 
was a beautiful Albino Python. Isabella looked at the snake and 
smiled. She said, “There you are my sweet.” She held the snake and 
walked over to her crystal ball. She was still holding her pet Albino 
Python around her shoulders. She waved her right hand over the 
crystal ball. She could see the entire celebration through her magical 
crystal ball. Suddenly, she was able to see and hear the princess tell 
her father King Treshand that the prince could not be trusted. 

Isabella’s eyes grew wide. She said to herself angrily, “I will not 
allow Assuenta to get in the way of my plans. If she interferes I shall 
simply have to put her to sleep under a spell for the rest of her young 
life.” 

The next afternoon Samirah, Atikah and Rebecca were in Princess 
Assuenta’s personal petting zoo playing with some of her animals. 
Samirah was playing with a baby lion. While the girls played with the 
animals, Billy was taking a dip in one of the swimming pools. Several 
of the Moepek teenagers were swimming, diving and playing in the 
pool with Billy. A couple of Moepek girls were sitting on the edge of 
the pool with their feet in the water. They were smiling and giggling 
as they looked over at Billy. 

Anandi asked, “Cleopata isn’t the stranger handsome?” Cleopata 
smiled and said, “Yes he is.” 

The two teenaged girls started laughing and giggling again. Billy 
was flattered but he was shy around girls and didn’t know quite what 
to say or do. He just turned away from them and pretended that he 
didn’t see them. The two girls found his shyness adorable. 

Cleopata yelled, “Hey stranger. Why don’t you come on over here 
and swim with us.” 

Anandi yelled, “Yes. Come over here. We won’t bite you.” 

The two girls giggled and then swam away. 

Samirah was alone in the girls’ resting chambers. She was trying 
on dresses and diamond jewelry and looking at herself in the floor 
length mirror. Isabella walked by quietly so Samirah couldn’t see or 
hear her. She waved her hand in the air. Suddenly, as Samirah looked 
at herself in the mirror her body and facial features became distorted. 
The image of Samirah in the mirror was frightening. She had pointed 
ears, a big nose, pimples and warts all over her face. Samirah 
screamed at her reflection. She thought she saw Isabella in the mirror 
as well. She turned around quickly but Isabella was already gone. 
Then she turned back and looked in the mirror again. Her face was 
back to its normal state. She was Samirah again. She thought to 
herself, “I must be hallucinating or something.” 

Isabella walked up to the queen’s chambers. She could hear Queen 


Raashinda playing the harp. She smiled wickedly and whispered to 
herself, “Speaking of keeping your enemies closer.” Isabella walked 
into the chamber and bowed her head to the queen. “My queen you 
play so lovely.” 

“Thank you Isabella. Why exactly did you come to my chambers? 
What can I do for you?” 

Isabella walked over to the queen’s vanity and picked up a brush. 
She walked over to the queen and began to brush her hair. Isabella 
said as she continued to brush the queen’s hair, “My queen I don’t 
mean to upset you but I do have a concern.” 

“Speak Isabella. What concerns you?” 

“I only have your family and this kingdom’s best interest at heart. I 
only bring this up because I am concerned for the princess’ reputation 
and honor. A princess must show respect not only to the king, but to 
the prince who will one day become king. Assuenta has been 
spreading rumors that your son Prince Reyshaunn can’t be trusted and 
is somehow a threat to your husband the king.” 

“Where did you hear such nonsense Isabella?” the queen asked. 
“This is my daughter you speak of.” 

“T only tell you these things my queen because of my love and 
respect for your entire family. As queen I do not have to tell you that 
it is your duty to control your daughter and protect the kingdom.” 
Isabella placed the brush on the table and said, “There now. Your hair 
looks beautiful.” Isabella turned around and walked out of the queen’s 
chambers. As she turned around she smiled wickedly. 


Chapter 7 


What Isabella and Queen Raashinda didn’t know was that the 
Maiden Roshauna was out in the corridor eavesdropping. 

Roshauna ran into the gardens of the palace and then down to one 
of the hot springs. Several maidens were floating and playing in the 
warm waters of the hot spring. As Isabella walked past the monkeys 
that were playing up in the trees, they became extremely noisy and 
agitated. The monkeys became frightened at the very presence of 
Isabella. As she passed the lions, they roared out loud. The female 
adult lion put her paw up as though she was going to scratch her. 
Isabella looked at them angrily. The lions became frightened and ran 
off into the bushes. She walked over to Roshauna and asked, 
“Roshauna you like to listen outside of doors to other people’s 
conversations?” 

Roshauna bowed her head and said, “No my lady.” 

Isabella smiled and then suddenly without warning pushed 
Roshauna into the hot spring water. Isabella walked away angrily. The 
stunned maidens helped Roshauna out of the water. 

“Roshauna what is Isabella so upset about? What did you hear?” 
Bethany asked curiously. 

Roshauna was too terrified to say anything. She just started crying 
and ran off away from the other maidens. She ran to her resting 
chamber and threw herself across the bed. 

Isabella hid outside the door and held her hand up into the air. 
Roshauna finished crying and then got up to freshen up her face. She 
looked in the mirror and then screamed. She backed up in horror at 
the reflection she saw in the mirror. 

Isabella had put a magic spell on the Maiden Roshauna and turned 
her face into that of a woman of seventy-five years old woman. 
Roshauna was only twenty-one years old and had the face of an 
elderly woman. Her hair turned completely white. 

She had wrinkles all over her face and neck. Even her posture was 
fragile and weak. Isabella hurried away. Roshauna took a large scarf 
and covered up her face and hair. She ran out of the palace and hid at 
her family’s cottage so that no one could see her face. 

King Treshand was resting in the salon listening to music. 

There was a harpist, a violinist, a guitarist, and a flutist. The Lion 
Ashanba was sleeping at the king’s side. The Maiden Elena stood 
behind the king and fanned him with a gigantic feather made of 
wicker to keep him cool. The king closed his eyes and enjoyed the 
beautiful music. 


Isabella bowed her head and said, “My king.” 

“Tsabella?” the king said angrily. “Why do you come before me?” 

“My king please forgive me,” Isabella pleaded. 

King Treshand raised his hand up and signaled for the musicians to 
stop playing. 

“You may all leave now,” the king said. 

Elena and the royal musicians all left the salon. As they left the 
presence of the king they bowed their heads in respect. King Treshand 
said angrily, “You have disturbed me Isabella.” 

“Your daughter has been spreading rumors that the prince can’t be 
trusted. She says that Prince Reyshaunn plans to cause you harm. My 
king, the prince loves you more than life itself. He would never harm 
you. Assuenta dishonors your son. One day your son will be king. To 
have his own sister spread vicious rumors about him could jeopardize 
everything that you have built. It can ruin your son’s reputation.” 

“T shall handle this myself. Speak no more of this. Leave this 
matter to me to deal with.” 

Isabella bowed her head and said, “Yes my king.” 

King Treshand stormed out of the salon. Isabella smiled and then 
started laughing. She whispered to herself, “Soon the royal family 
shall be destroyed and Prince Reyshaunn and I shall rule this 
kingdom. I don’t have to do much of anything. They shall destroy 
each other. Soon this palace shall be mine. My parent’s memories shall 
remain within the walls of this palace forever and I shall remain here 
to honor them both.” 

The king stormed into the queen’s chambers and yelled, “Get out. 
Get out now.” 

The Maidens Hadarala, Sabeen, Sabrina, Wakeena and Hadashasha 
were helping the queen groom. When the king yelled for them to get 
out they got up, bowed their heads to the queen and king and ran out 
of the chambers in fear. 

Queen Raashinda said as she bowed her head, “My king. What is 
wrong?” 

“Assuenta has been spreading rumors that our son Reyshaunn is a 
threat to me and our kingdom,” The king said angrily. “I don’t 
understand what is happening to our daughter. What is going on with 
her? I do not understand the young woman that our daughter is 
becoming. It used to be so much easier to speak to her when she was a 
young child. Now that she is becoming a woman she is becoming 
impossible to talk to. You are her mother and a woman and you 
should have better understanding of this. The prince’s very reputation 
and that of our family is at stake. I am ordering you to put a stop to 
her. Handle this situation my queen or I shall handle it myself.” 

Prince Reyshaunn was in the courtyard practicing to fight with his 


cousin Victor. Prince Reyshaunn asked sarcastically, “Are you ready 
cousin? Have you been practicing? I beat you the last time we 
fought.” 

“Tm ready for you anytime cousin,” Victor responded confidently. 

Prince Reyshaunn enjoyed practicing to fight with his cousin. Out 
of all of his cousins Victor was the prince’s favorite. But, he didn’t 
trust him enough to tell him his plans to assassinate King Treshand. 
Victor was too honorable to agree to such a thing. They were 
practicing to fight with bamboo sticks made into weapons. Every time 
that Victor tried to hit Prince Reyshaunn, the prince blocked Victor’s 
blows with his bamboo stick. 

The prince yelled, “Is that all you have cousin? You fight like a 
woman.” 

The prince’s cousin Victor laughed and asked, “Oh really? We shall 
see about that.” 

The two men continued to fight. Reyshaunn took his foot and 
kicked his cousin and knocked him to the ground. 

Victor swung his stick and almost hit the prince in the face. 

The prince raised his bamboo stick just in time to block the deadly 
blow. 

Reyshaunn said, “Very good cousin. You’re turning into a 
formidable opponent.” 

Victor said, “I would be happy being half as good as you prince.” 

Reyshaunn helped his cousin to his feet. He said, “If you keep on 
improving like that you are going to be trouble to me cousin.” 

Just as the prince was helping Victor to his feet Isabella walked 
into the courtyard. The two men stared at Isabella. 

They couldn’t help but notice how beautiful she was. 

Victor whispered to Prince Reyshaunn, “No prince. I’m not trouble. 
This walking up to us is trouble.” 

Reyshaunn whispered sarcastically to his cousin, “Beautiful women 
usually are.” Both men started laughing. 

Isabella bowed her head and asked, “My lord may I have a word 
with you? It is of the utmost importance.” 

“Victor shall we continue this fight tomorrow? Let’s say, at the 
same time?” 

“TIl see you here tomorrow prince. Be prepared for a real fight.” 

Victor stopped and looked at the Isabella. He admired her beauty, 
smiled and then left her alone with the prince. 

Isabella asked sarcastically, “Aren’t you happy to see me my 
prince?” She walked behind the prince and then ran her fingers 
around his neck. 

Prince Reyshaunn was not amused. He said angrily, “Stop wasting 
my time Isabella. What do you want?” 


“This is important prince or I wouldn’t be meeting you. Listen to 
me. Your sister Assuenta is spreading rumors that you are plotting 
against the king. I think she knows. She could ruin everything. All of 
our plans could be destroyed if something isn’t done about your pretty 
little sister. Put a stop to her my prince or I will.” 

“Do nothing to my sister. Do you hear me? Do not hurt one hair on 
her pretty little head. I shall handle the princess myself. She is no 
match for me. Remember, I am prince and she is merely a princess. 
We have rules here in the Land of the Moepek and I shall demand that 
my sister obey them. She will be reminded of her place.” 

“Do not underestimate the power of your sister. She is very sweet 
and very charming but she is also very wise for her young years. My 
prince we are so close to having everything we want. We can’t afford 
to make any mistakes at this point and we can’t allow anyone to stand 
in our way, not even your precious sister.” 

“Do you actually think that I am intimidated by my sister? I do not 
care what power she thinks she has. Whatever imaginary power she 
thinks that she has is nothing compared to mine. Isabella, I said Tl 
handle it and I will. Do not underestimate the power that I have as 
prince here in the Land of the Moepek. My father will stand by me, his 
only son, in this matter. He will never take my sister’s word over 
mine. Remember I am his only son and he knows that. He has been 
grooming me to be his successor since birth.” 

Assuenta was in her chambers with the Head Maiden Yadira and 
the seamstress Gwendolyn. “Princess isn’t this fabric beautiful?” 
Gwendolyn asked as she held up a beautiful yellow satin fabric. “A 
fabric this beautiful will match beautifully against your lovely Moepek 
skin.” 

“Yes Gwendolyn. It is lovely. Let me see it closer.” The princess put 
the fabric that she was holding down and took the other fabric that 
the seamstress was holding. Assuenta held the fabric up to her body 
and again looked at herself in the full-length mirror. “Oh Gwendolyn. 
This fabric is simply lovely. I must have a gown made out of this.” 

Yadira asked, “Princess will you be lounging on your balcony?” 

“Yes. Perhaps I shall lounge on the balcony.” 

“T shall go out on the balcony and freshen things up for you my 
lady. I’m sure the maidens left everything a mess out there. Excuse me 
princess.” Yadira bowed her head to the princess and then walked out 
of the chambers onto the balcony to clean up for the princess. 
Assuenta smiled affectionately at her as she walked out onto the 
balcony. 

Prince Reyshaunn stormed into the princess’ chambers. He was 
very angry at his sister. He stood there and stared angrily. 

He wanted to make his anger known to the princess. 


She asked angrily, “Have you lost your mind brother? These are 
my private chambers. Leave at once.” 

“Pm not going anywhere princess until I’ve had a word with you. 
Get out Gwendolyn.” 

Gwendolyn started to gather up the satin and silk fabric. 

The prince yelled, “I said get out. Leave the fabric. You may come 
back later to retrieve it. Leave me and my sister now.” 

The seamstress bowed her head and hurried out of the chambers. 
As she left the chambers she bowed her head again and said, “My 
lord.” She closed the chambers doors behind her. Assuenta completely 
forgot that Yadira was out on the balcony. Reyshaunn had no idea 
that the head maiden was in the chambers. The head maiden heard 
the prince yelling at the princess. She became frightened and hid 
behind one of the gigantic pillars on the balcony. She didn’t want the 
prince to know that she was out on the balcony so she remained very 
quiet. She was trembling as she waited secretly behind the pillar. 

“What do you want brother?” 

“T heard that you are spreading rumors that I am plotting against 
our very father the king. You dare disrespect me? I am prince. It is 
your duty as princess of the Land of the Moepek to honor me.” 

Assuenta yelled angrily, “Honor you? Honor you? That is a joke. 
You don’t deserve to be honored. What I say is no rumor. I heard you 
myself plotting against our very own father. What about your honor 
for him? What about your love for him? I swear I will not let you 
harm him. I will do whatever I have to do to stop you my brother.” 

Reyshaunn laughed out loud. “You will stop me princess? And how 
do you suppose to do that? You have absolutely no power over me 
little sister. No one believes your lies. I don’t know what you think 
you heard, but you are mistaken princess. There is no plot to 
assassinate the king. You must have been hallucinating or something. 
My sister, I as prince do have the power to stop you if you keep 
spreading your vicious rumors and continue to dishonor me.” 

“Don’t you dare threaten me brother. I don’t care if you are prince. 
I’m not afraid of you and you will never control me.” 

Reyshaunn walked up to his sister. He forcefully grabbed the 
princess’ chin so hard she cringed in pain. 

Princess Assuenta gasped. She cried out in pain, “Let me go. You’re 
hurting me.” 

“Do not push me sister. If you cross me you shall be greatly 
punished and you will regret it for the rest of your life. I swear I will 
do more than just banish you from the kingdom. I shall end your very 
life.” 

Prince Reyshaunn pushed the princess and she fell onto one of her 
lounge chairs. Assuenta started to cry. The head maiden was still on 


the balcony hiding. She was too terrified to move. She was trembling 
in fear. Reyshaunn stormed out of the resting chamber of his sister. 


Chapter 8 


Isabella walked by Prince Reyshaunn as he was leaving the 
princess’ chambers. She didn’t speak to him but she did look over at 
him and smiled. The prince looked over at Isabella but he didn’t say 
anything to her. He was being escorted by guards and he didn’t want 
them to know anything about his relationship with Isabella. As the 
princess lay on the lounge chair crying the beautiful Isabella walked 
up. Isabella started smiling when she saw the princess crying. It gave 
her great pleasure in seeing the princess suffer emotionally the way 
she was. 

She rushed into the chamber and asked sarcastically, “Princess is 
there anything I can do? Why are you crying?” Assuenta looked up 
and yelled, “Get out Isabella. I don’t want your help. I do not trust 
your kind of help.” 

“You do not have to be so nasty with someone who is trying to 
help you dear princess. That is not very lady-like now is it? I can 
remember a time when we were both little girls that you considered 
me as your sister. In fact, you followed me around like a little puppy. 
You said that when we grew up you wanted to be just like me.” 

“That was a long time ago. And look at you now. You have an evil 
heart Isabella. Why would I want to be like you?” Isabella smiled 
wickedly. She responded sarcastically, “Oh princess. You know that I 
care about you.” 

“You care about me? You came in here to comfort me? What a 
joke. You came in here to gloat. You would only comfort someone if it 
benefited you. You have a cold heart Isabella and one day my brother 
is going to figure that out.” Isabella asked innocently, “Prince 
Reyshaunn? What does the prince have to do with this?” 

“Oh Isabella please. Don’t play innocent with me. It’s really 
pathetic to see. Do you really think that I am that stupid? If my 
brother is plotting anything I’m positive that it has something to do 
with you. I wouldn’t be surprised if you were the mastermind behind 
the entire thing. Don’t pretend like you’re shy and innocent. Others 
may be fooled but I am not. I see the evil behind your beauty.” 

Isabella laughed out loud. “Princess. You give me greater credit 
than I deserve. I have no such power. I especially don’t have any 
power over your brother. He is a prince. He is his own man. No 
woman could ever control him.” 

“My brother may be prince but he’s still a man. Don’t get too 
excited Isabella. Reyshaunn’s fiancé Lady Stephanie knows what is 
going on. She is not fooled by your charm either Isabella. Both 


Stephanie and I both will put an end to you Isabella. Your days here in 
the Land of the Moepek are numbered. I will personally see to it that 
you spend the rest of your life living in the jungle with the animals 
and the rebels.” 

Isabella became furious. She walked over to Assuenta and slapped 
her across the face. Assuenta slapped her back and then stormed out 
of her own chambers. Isabella was furious. 

Suddenly, she heard a noise coming from the princess’ balcony. 

She turned around quickly, looked over at the balcony but didn’t 
see anything. She heard a noise again coming from the princess’ 
balcony. She smiled to herself wickedly. Isabella walked over to the 
balcony. She smiled again when she saw the corner of the head 
maiden’s dress behind the pillar. She whispered sarcastically, “Is 
anybody out here? Come on out. Come on out wherever you are.” 
Isabella walked slowly over to the pillar and grabbed the maiden’s 
arm. Yadira cried out in fear. Isabella pulled Yadira out from behind 
the pillar. 

The head maiden was terrified. She whispered in fear, “Isabella!” 

Isabella smiled wickedly and asked, “Have you been listening to 
everything that has been said? What is it with you maidens? You are 
the second one that I have caught spying on me. Didn’t anybody teach 
you that spying on others is a sin? You should be ashamed of yourself 
Yadira. You are supposed to be a model for the other young maidens 
to follow and learn from. Now I see where they all get their nosy ways 
from. They obviously get them from watching you. Whatever shall I 
do with you old maiden? I can’t very well let you get away with this 
now can I? Now it looks like you have to be punished.” The head 
maiden started backing up to the edge of the balcony. She was 
terrified. She feared for her life. She cried out, “No. Please. I did not 
hear anything. I swear. I promise that I will not say a thing to 
anyone.” 

Isabella used her magic to take the maiden’s voice away. The 
maiden couldn’t make a sound. She tried to speak but no sound came 
from her mouth. She then used her magic to force the maiden over the 
balcony. She fell over the balcony and landed on the ground beneath. 

A crowd gathered around Yadira. People were whispering amongst 
themselves, “What has happened? Did she fall? Does the princess 
know?” 

The Physician Jefferson and several warriors rushed over to the 
head maiden. He bent down on the ground and examined her. He 
signaled for several Moepek warriors to lift her up and take her back 
into the palace. Yadira was placed in bed and the physician tended to 
her wounds. She had a broken leg, a broken arm and a dislocated 
shoulder. She also had cuts and bruises all over her body. 


“You are a lucky woman Yadira. You could have been hurt a lot 
worse. You are going to be ok. I can mend your wounds. Your life is 
not in any danger but you must listen to my instructions very carefully 
if you are to make a full recovery. When you get well do yourself a 
favor. Stay away from balconies.” 

It was finally the night of Princess Assuenta’s birthday celebration. 
The entire kingdom was lit up. Princess Assuenta was standing in front 
of her full length mirror while her maidens were finishing the last 
touches on her hair and makeup. 

Lili said, “You look beautiful princess.” 

Assuenta looked up and saw Isabella staring at her. When the 
maidens saw Isabella they bowed their heads and rushed out of the 
princess’ chambers in fear. Assuenta asked angrily, “What do you want 
Isabella?” 

“Look how lovely you look tonight Assuenta. My one true friend. I 
don’t think that I have ever seen you look this lovely before. You look 
just like a princess. You’ve turned nineteen today. You’re a young 
woman now.” 

“I asked you what you wanted Isabella. Tell me what you want or 
get out.” 

“Now that’s not a very nice way to greet someone who beings you 
a gift.” 

Assuenta looked suspiciously at Isabella. She asked “What is it? Is 
it poison?” 

Isabella laughed. “Don’t be silly Assuenta. Why would I give you 
such a gift?” 

The princess took the present and opened it cautiously. 

There was a necklace inside the box. The actual necklace was 
made of gold. The pendant hanging off the necklace was that of a 
black widow spider. It was made out of a black diamond. 

Princess Assuenta asked, “A symbol of a black widow spider? What 
a strange gift. What does it mean Isabella?” 

“It doesn’t mean anything princess. I like spiders so I had a 
necklace made in the image of one. The black widow spider is such a 
beautiful creature.” 

“T find it odd that you would give me such a thing. A black widow 
spider mates and then she destroys. That fits you perfectly Isabella.” 

Isabella laughed. “Cute princess. That’s very cute. You can be very 
humorous when you want to be. This gift is something that I feel you 
deserve.” As she left she smiled wickedly to herself. 

Assuenta looked at the necklace one last time. She frowned and 
then threw the diamond and gold necklace into the trash. 

Just at that moment Lady Stephanie came to the princess’ resting 
chambers. She asked, “Princess are you ready? Your guests have all 


arrived. Let’s not keep them waiting any longer. My goodness. 
Princess you look beautiful.” 

Assuenta smiled and said, “Alright. I’m ready. Let’s go.” Just as 
they left the chambers of the princess, the pendant of the black widow 
spider that was in the trash came to life. It separated itself from the 
gold chain. It turned into a real black widow spider that had a potent 
venomous poison in its fangs. 

It crawled out of the garbage. The black widow spider crawled 
along the floor and then suddenly it disappeared right into the floor. 
Luckily for the princess she never put the necklace around her neck. 
The poison within the spider was enough to end the princess’ life. 

Billy, Thomas, and Adam were finished dressing. They walked over 
to the girls resting chambers and went in. Rebecca was annoyed. 

She asked angrily, “Don’t you knock?” 

Thomas said impatiently, “Aren’t you girls ready yet? All of you 
act as though this ball is for you or something. Besides Rebecca, no 
matter what you do to yourself you will always be ugly. Just face it. 
There’s no help for that face of yours.” Rebecca yelled, “What? 
Thomas have you looked in a mirror lately? Oh, I forgot. You don’t 
have a reflection, you vampire.” 

Thomas replied, “So. At least I don’t have to walk around with a 
paper back over my head.” 

“Shut up Thomas.” 

“You shut up Rebecca.” 

“You shut up Thomas.” 

The other teens all shook their heads and just walked out of the 
chambers to attend the celebration. They left Rebecca and Thomas 
standing there yelling at each other to shut up. 

Thomas and Rebecca left the chambers and joined the other teens. 
As they did they were still yelling at each other to shut up. Coby, 
Shamar, Shazaar, Donovan, Shaun, Victoria and Edith all joined the 
Teen Archaeologists. Rebecca had a crush on Coby and he knew it. He 
was only sixteen years old and had never had a girlfriend before. Coby 
was very shy and nervous around girls. 

He got his courage together and asked, “Rebecca would you like to 
dance with me?” 

“Yes. Yes I would Coby.” 

Coby took Rebecca’s hand and led her onto the dance floor. 
Rebecca was smiling and blushing as she was led onto the dance floor. 
Her brother Thomas stuck his finger in his mouth and pretended that 
he was going to vomit. Billy said, “Thomas will you quit it?” 

Thomas became angry. He whispered, “What? The two of them are 
nauseating and you know it.” 

Coby and Rebecca danced along with over fifty other Moepek 


teenaged couples as the royal musicians played for the crowd. Victoria 
grabbed Billy’s hand and pulled him onto the dance floor. She said, “I 
know you didn’t come to this dance to just stand around. Come on.” 

Edith asked, “Hey Shaun, do you want to dance with me?” 

Shaun thought about it for a few seconds and then said, “Sure. 
Why not? Come on.” 

Thomas looked at Atikah and said with annoyance, “Don’t even 
think about asking me to dance. I don’t dance.” 

Shamar said, “Come on Atikah. I do dance.” 

Donovan said to Samirah, “That leaves me and you.” 

He took Samirah’s hand and led her onto the dance floor. 

Thomas, Adam and Shazaar went to one of the buffet tables to eat 
and drink punch. Neither of them had any interest in dancing that 
night. 

As Rebecca danced she said to Coby, “I wonder where Princess 
Assuenta is. This is her birthday celebration and she’s not even here.” 
“Assuenta will be here soon. She has to make a grand entrance. 

You're a girl. I’m surprised you didn’t know that.” 

Both Coby and Rebecca laughed. 

Princess Assuenta didn’t know that King Treshand and Queen 
Raashinda were up on the balcony of the ballroom looking over at 
their daughter. They had promised the princess that they wouldn’t 
disturb her birthday celebration. 

But, they didn’t promise her that they wouldn’t look as their only 
daughter walked down the stairs in her beautiful sparkling lace dress 
and join the other teenagers in celebration of her birthday. It wasn’t 
every day that their daughter turned nineteen. This was one moment 
in time that they wouldn’t miss for the world. They had never seen 
their daughter look that beautiful before. Tears rolled down Queen 
Raashinda’s cheeks. She was extremely proud of her daughter. As the 
crowd clapped and cheered Princess Assuenta was escorted down the 
stairs by her friend Sharqueel. 

When she got to the teen archaeologists and their friends Assuenta 
smiled and said, “I’m so happy that all of you have made it to my 
celebration.” 

“Princess would you like to dance with me?” Billy asked. 

The princess’ friend Sharqueel said, “No. She would not.” 

Assuenta became angry. She turned to Sharqueel and said, 
“Sharqueel what right do you have to answer for me? I have a mind of 
my own. I can answer for myself. Yes Billy. I would love to dance.” 
Billy took the princess’ hand and led her to the dance floor. 

As they danced to the music Billy whispered to Princess Assuenta, 
“Princess you look beautiful tonight.” 

She smiled at Billy and said, “You don’t look that bad yourself 


tonight Billy.” They laughed. 

After that particular dance all the couples on the floor stopped 
dancing and turned to the musicians and clapped in appreciation of 
their talent. Next, twenty Moepek dancers of which half were women 
and the other half were men lined up in front of the ballroom 
chamber. They all had on beautiful exotic African dance costumes. All 
the Moepek teenagers and the Teen Archaeologists clapped and moved 
off the dance floor. Everyone moved off to the sides. Billy helped 
Assuenta off the dance floor and to her throne. Billy stood next to her. 
Sharqueel walked up and stood on the other side of the throne. The 
two young men glared at each other angrily. The musicians played as 
the dancers performed for the teens. 

Princess Assuenta said, “Billy, would you mind getting me 
something to drink?” 

“Of course I will princess.” Billy headed toward one of the buffet 
tables to get the princess a drink. 

Sharqueel said, “Ill get you a drink Assuenta.” He started toward 
the same buffet table to get the princess a drink. 

Assuenta called out, “Sharqueel please.” He ignored her and 
headed straight toward Billy. 

Sharqueel lifted his fist and punched Billy in the face. The two 
young men started fighting. Billy and Sharqueel pushed each other 
onto the buffet table and knocked some of the food and punch onto 
the floor. Moepek warriors who had seen the two young men fighting 
were already on their way over to break up the fight. Two Moepek 
warriors grabbed Billy and pulled him back. Three more warriors 
grabbed Sharqueel and pulled him back. The Moepek warriors forced 
Billy and Sharqueel out of the ballroom chamber. 

Rebecca and Thomas left the celebration to see if their brother was 
alright. The celebration was almost over and Assuenta’s guests started 
to leave. Billy was in the chambers tending to his wounds. 

“Billy what happened?” Rebecca asked. 

Thomas asked curiously, “Why were you and Sharqueel fighting?” 

“We were fighting because Sharqueel is a jerk. He thinks that 
because he is Moepek and Assuenta’s closest friend that he can order 
me around. He ordered me to stay away from the princess. He’s 
jealous. She is not interested in me that way. We’re just friends. That’s 
all. Besides, I know that mom and dad are going to rescue us from 
here. Once we go we will probably never see the princess or the Land 
of the Moepek again. Sharqueel has nothing to worry about. He’s such 
an idiot.” 

“But Billy you have to see things his way.” 

“What way is that Rebecca?” 

“Sharqueel doesn’t know that mom and dad are coming for us. He 


probably thinks that we are going to spend the rest of our lives here. 
What if he truly believes that you and Assuenta are going to fall in 
love? Besides, you come from a world that is totally different from 
theirs. The princess has to be intrigued by that and Sharqueel 
probably is aware of that.” 

“Rebecca whose side are you on? Are you on Billy’s side or 
Sharqueel’s?” Thomas asked angrily. 

“Shut up Thomas,” Billy responded. 

“You know, she’s right. How is Sharqueel to know that we are 
going to be leaving here soon? He has no idea that our parents are 
archaeologists who have traveled on adventures all over the world. 
Rebecca sometimes I think you have the mind of a little woman. 
You're a lot wiser than your fifteen years.” 

Thomas asked sarcastically, “You mean that Rebecca has the mind 
of a toddler. Don’t you Billy?” Billy and Rebecca turned around and 
stared angrily at Thomas. They yelled at exactly the same time, “Shut 
up Thomas!” 

“Billy do you think that King Treshand is going to punish you for 
the fight tonight?” Rebecca asked. 

“Yes. I think that he’ll probably feed me to the lions,” Billy 
responded sarcastically. 

“Don’t even joke like that Billy.” 

“Tm sorry Rebecca. Nothing bad is going to happen. I promise. 
Come on. Let’s all just go to bed and deal with all of this tomorrow.” 

“Good night Billy.” She turned around and said to Thomas 
sarcastically, “Good night stupid.” 

Thomas yelled, “You’re the one who’s stupid.” 

Billy mumbled underneath his breath, “Oh brother.” He walked 
away and left the two of them standing there calling each other 
stupid. 


Chapter 9 


Princess Assuenta was so tired that as soon as she layed down she 
fell asleep quickly. She began to toss and turn. The princess dreamed 
she was in a hot spring swimming. Suddenly she dreamed that the hot 
spring waters got hotter and hotter. In her dream she screamed. Then 
in her dream the princess saw her brother attack their father with a 
sword. In her dream the princess was running to rescue her father but 
it was too late. 

Then in her dream she saw herself falling and falling down a 
bottomless pit. She also saw Isabella laughing at her as she fell. 

Last, Assuenta saw herself being chased through the jungle by a 
ferocious lion. Just as the lion was going to jump on her in the dream 
the princess woke up from her nightmare and screamed. She was 
terrified. 

Several Moepek warriors who had been posted outside the 
princess’ chambers rushed into the resting chamber and yelled, 
“Princess are you alright? Has something happened?” Princess 
Assuenta said, “No. I’m alright. It was just a bad dream. You may all 
leave now. Get out.” The guards bowed their heads and then left the 
princess’ sleep chamber. 

Assuenta said angrily to herself, “Isabella I know this was you. You 
won’t get away with this. You shall pay for this.” 

Assuenta rushed into Isabella’s resting chamber. She yelled, 
“Tsabella!” 

“Assuenta?” Isabella asked innocently. “What are you doing in my 
resting chambers at this hour? It is getting late princess. You should 
be in bed. You don’t want to get wrinkles on that beautiful young face 
of yours.” She asked sarcastically, “What’s the matter princess? 
Couldn’t you sleep?” 

Assuenta walked up to Isabella and slapped her in the face. 

Isabella slapped the princess back. Suddenly the two of them began 
to wrestle around the chamber. Prince Reyshaunn heard all the 
commotion as he walked by. He rushed into Isabella’s resting chamber 
and broke up the fight between the two young women. 

Reyshaunn yelled, “What is going on here? The two of you are 
acting like savages. Assuenta you are a princess. Have you gone mad?” 

She caught her breath and yelled, “Stay out of my dreams Isabella. 
If you ever enter my dreams again I don’t care what my brother says. I 
swear IIl destroy you myself.” She stormed out. 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “Warriors get out of here. Now! Isabella 
what have you done? Do you realize how close we are to having 


everything we want and you want to throw it all away with your 
stupid magic tricks? Behave yourself or you won’t have to worry 
about what my sister will do to you. I’ll take care of you myself.” 

Isabella felt really bad for what had happened earlier that evening. 
She was resting on her bed later that night and had decided to write a 
note to Prince Reyshaunn. The ink pen floated right over the paper. 
When she began to speak, the pen began to write all by itself on the 
paper. The pen wrote everything that she spoke. When she finished, 
the ink pen stopped writing. The paper folded itself up and then 
floated out of the chamber. The note floated to the prince’s door. 

It dropped to the floor and then slid itself underneath the door 
right into the prince’s chamber. Prince Reyshaunn was lounging on a 
chaise. He reached up and grabbed the note. 

Several musicians were in the prince’s resting chamber and were 
playing music for him. The fan girl Priscilla was standing behind the 
prince. She was fanning the prince with a gigantic fan made of wicker 
to keep him cool. Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “All of you get out. Leave 
me.” The fan girl Priscilla laid the gigantic fan down. She bowed her 
head to the prince and then hurried out of the chamber. The royal 
musicians bowed their heads and rushed out of the chamber as well. 

Prince Reyshaunn opened the note that Isabella had float to him. 
The note floated out of the prince’s hand and hovered in the air right 
in front of him. The note spoke to the prince. 

It was almost as though the note was alive. It said: 

“My prince. I’m writing this letter to you to let you know how very 
sorry I am. I have angered you and I am truly sorry for that. It won’t 
happen again my prince. I will not jeopardize all that you have 
worked for. I want you to know that I am thinking of you. I know that 
you are frightened and have doubts about our plans to take over the 
Kingdom of the Moepek. My prince, just know this, you are not alone. 
We shall rule this kingdom together. I will not allow anything to 
happen to you my lord. I will protect you at all costs. No one will 
harm you my love. Be of courage. Do not doubt any further. The 
throne and the Kingdom of the Moepek are right within your grasp. 
The throne and the Kingdom of the Moepek shall be yours. No one or 
nothing will stop you from becoming king.” 

Love Isabella 

Prince Reyshaunn’s eyes grew wide. The note that Isabella sent to 
him did give him strength. He wanted the throne that his father sat on 
and the Kingdom of the Moepek more than ever. He stood up. He 
reached for the note so that he could rip it up into pieces. The note 
floated out of the prince’s resting chamber and headed to Princess 
Assuenta’s resting chamber. 

The note floated underneath her door and then floated right over 


to the princess. Assuenta said out loud to herself, “What is this?” She 
reached up into the air and grabbed the note that Isabella had sent to 
the prince. Assuenta couldn’t believe what she was reading. 

The next morning at breakfast King Treshand looked at Billy’s face 
and then he turned and looked at Sharqueel’s face. 

They both had bruises and scratches on their face and arms. 

“What happened?” the king asked curiously. 

“There was a fight father,” the prince said angrily. 

“Apparently these two idiots decided to act like barbarians during 
the celebration last night. You would have thought that rebels were at 
the celebration. They were acting like animals and should both be 
punished.” 

“No,” the king said. “I have something better in mind. Send 
warriors for the Moepek Instructor Aderbowalé. If these two want to 
fight than we shall have them do so as Moepek warriors, not as 
common barbarians or rebels. They shall fight with honor. There shall 
be a series of challenges that they will compete in. Isabella I shall 
need your help in the jungle challenge. I want you to make their 
journey into the jungle challenging. Use your magic.” 

“Yes your majesty,” Isabella said as she bowed her head to the 
king. 

Naeduur said to two of his warriors, “Go now. Bring the instructor 
Aderbowalé to the palace immediately.” 

Two warriors bowed their heads and rushed out of the palace to 
get Aderbowalé. Warriors spread word throughout the Kingdom of the 
Moepek that there was to be a challenge that morning between Billy 
the intruder and the Moepek teenager Sharqueel. Many of the Moepek 
inhabitants showed up at the arena to witness the challenge. 

King Treshand yelled, “Let the challenge begin.” The crowd roared 
and clapped. Billy and Sharqueel walked slowly onto the arena 
grounds. They both walked onto the mat. 

Aderbowale was already on the mat and he signaled for the two 
young men to walk up to him. 

He yelled, “Both of you know the rules of Moepek way in 
wrestling. You Sharqueel have trained with me for many years. Visitor 
you came to my class and I specifically trained you in our way of 
wrestling. The rules that I taught you must be obeyed.” Aderbowale 
backed off of the mat. He held his hand up in the air and yelled, 
“Compete!” 

Billy and Sharqueel started wrestling. The two young men grabbed 
hold of each others arms and tried to pin each other to the mat. 
Sharqueel was a little stronger than Billy. Billy was struggling to pin 
Sharqueel to the mat. Everyone in the arena was yelling and making a 
lot of noise. To King Treshand this was just another day in the life of 


the Moepeks. Billy almost fell off of the mat which would have meant 
that he would have been disqualified. Sharqueel grabbed Billy and 
threw him down on the mat. Sharqueel pinned Billy down to the mat 
so tightly that Billy couldn’t escape. 

Aderbowale banged his fist down on the mat. He yelled, “The 
match is over. Sharqueel has won.” 

The crowd cheered. 

Victoria walked over to the swords wall and removed two of the 
most magnificent swords that she could see. She walked over and 
handed each of the young men a sword. The crowd became silent. 
Aderbowale stood off to the side. He yelled, “Compete!” 

The two young men began sword fighting. The last time that 
Sharqueel challenged Billy to a sword fight Billy studied Sharqueel’s 
sword fighting technique. He knew what to expect this time. Every 
move that Sharqueel made with his sword, Billy was able to 
countermove. As the two continued to sword fight the crowd roared 
and cheered again. King Treshand found the challenge very 
entertaining. Sharqueel was able to use his sword to cut Billy on the 
arm. Sharqueel won the challenge. 

King Treshand had Moepek warriors escort both Billy and 
Sharqueel over to royal family. Billy and Sharqueel stood before the 
thrones. They both kneeled down on the ground before the king and 
bowed their heads. King Treshand said, “You may both rise. Earlier 
today several warriors went into the jungle near the kingdom and hid 
Princess Assuenta’s diamond tiara. You both must go into the jungle 
and retrieve that diamond tiara. It means a lot to the princess. It was 
given to her by me and her mother a year ago for her eighteenth 
birthday celebration. You must find it and return it to her. Whoever 
finds the tiara first and returns it to the princess wins the challenge. 
Listen carefully to what I say. It is not going to be as easy as you both 
think. I have commissioned Isabella to make the task more difficult 
and challenging for the two of you. Isabella, explain what you have 
done.” 

She stood up from her seat and was escorted by two Moepek 
warriors in front of the royal family. Isabella turned around and 
looked at Billy and Sharqueel. “Boys,” she said. 

“Your next challenge will be difficult as the king has stated. Right 
over there, though those gates, is the jungle. Yes. It is daytime. But, 
not in the jungle.” 

Several warriors opened up the entrance to the kingdom so that 
the jungle could be seen by all. It was daytime in the kingdom and 
outside in the jungle. Isabella raised her arm up in the air and pointed 
her finger toward the jungle. Suddenly, the sky over the jungle 
became darkened. It was daylight in the kingdom, but evening in the 


jungle. She didn’t make it too dark or the two young men wouldn’t be 
able to see. She allowed the moon to shine in the jungle to lighten it 
up just enough for them to see without getting lost. The crowd was 
stunned. They had never seen darkness and daylight all at the same 
time before. Everyone began whispering amongst each other. Isabella 
said, “The darkness in the jungle will not be your only challenge 
young men. There will also be several surprises waiting you in there. 
Be careful. Keep your eyes and ears open. Expect any and everything. 
What lurks in the jungle is there to destroy you. Good luck.” 

Billy and Sharqueel headed off in different directions into the 
jungle with their swords in their hands. The crowd of Moepeks waited 
anxiously for the two young men to return with the diamond tiara. It 
was dark in the jungle but not dark enough that Billy couldn’t see 
where he was going. He walked cautiously through the jungle. He 
heard monkeys playing in the trees. He could hear in the distance a 
lion roar. Billy continued his journey through the jungle. Suddenly, 
three living skeletons jumped out of the from behind several trees. 

This was one of the first surprises that Isabella had in store for the 
two young men. Billy screamed. The skeletons lifted up their swords 
and swung them at Billy. Billy knew that it would be foolish for him 
to try and sword fight with three skeletons so he ran. He ran right into 
Sharqueel. 

Sharqueel asked sarcastically, “What are you coming to me for? 
Are you scared intruder?” 

“Yes I am! Look what’s coming for us!” Suddenly the three 
skeletons ran up to them. 

Sharqueel screamed. “What are those?” 

Billy yelled, “These creatures are presents from Isabella I 
presume.” 

The two young men lifted up their swords and started to sword 
fight with the three skeletons. Billy took his sword and chopped one of 
the skeletons in half. The skeleton broke up into pieces and fell to the 
ground. There were skeleton bones everywhere. Sharqueel did the 
same thing with a second skeleton. Billy and Sharqueel took their 
swords and swung at the third skeleton and destroyed it. 

“Look,” Billy said. “I know that we are supposed to be enemies but 
this is not the time. We don’t know what other creatures Isabella has 
waiting for us out here in the jungle. We will never get through this 
alone. We need each other to survive.” 

“Alright Billy. It looks as though we have no choice. We shall stay 
together to survive. Let’s go.” 

Billy asked, “Do you feel that?” 

Sharqueel said, “Yeah. Something is wrong.” 

Suddenly, they saw standing before them a man wearing a gray 


hooded cape. The man was carrying a Scythe in his hand. The Scythe 
was made of wood and it had a long carved sharp blade on the end of 
it. When Billy and Sharqueel looked closer they realized that the 
creature had no face. Both Billy and Sharqueel screamed. They ran 
through the jungle as fast as they could but the faceless creature 
chased after them. As the creature ran after them, he swung his Scythe 
at them. 

He just missed Billy by inches. Then, the faceless creature 
accidentally swung his Scythe and it landed right into the trunk of a 
tree. It was stuck. The creature tried and tried to pull the Scythe out 
but he couldn’t. Sharqueel turned around and saw that the creature 
was stuck. He ran back to destroy it. 

“Sharqueel no.” 

Sharqueel took his sword and chopped the creature in half. 
Suddenly, the creature disappeared into thin air. The faceless creature 
was gone just as quickly as it had appeared. 

“What was that thing?” Billy asked. 

“T don’t know but whatever it was I’m glad it’s gone. Isabella has 
quite an imagination doesn’t she?” 

“Yeah,” Billy said. “She has the imagination of a psychopath. Come 
on. Let’s get going and find this diamond tiara.” 

Billy and Sharqueel continued to walk through the jungle in search 
of the princess’ diamond tiara. Suddenly they both heard a loud 
scream. They turned around just in time enough to duck down before 
an atrocious looking creature hit them both with his club. It had huge 
bumps all over its face and body. It had a nose that was three times 
too big for its face. 

It had huge ears. Its body was deformed. It was thick and weighed 
over five hundred pounds. It had long claws and it smelled bad. 

Billy looked at the creature and whispered sarcastically, “You have 
to be kidding me.” 

The creature kept attacking Billy and Sharqueel. It swung its 
mighty club over and over again. Billy almost fell trying to get away 
from the creature. As the creature swung its mighty club at them, Billy 
and Sharqueel swung their swords back at the creature. 

Sharqueel yelled, “What do we do?” 

Billy said, “I have an idea. Keep him busy.” Sharqueel yelled, 
“What are you going to do?” 

Billy yelled back, “Just keep him busy.” He ran off and climbed up 
into one of the trees. He climbed up high enough so that the goblin 
couldn’t see him. He yelled, “Sharqueel. Come this way.” 

Sharqueel continued to fight the creature and as he did he led him 
over into the direction that Billy ran in. When it was standing right 
underneath the tree that Billy was hiding in Billy jumped down and 


landed right on the back of the creature. As he did he stuck his sword 
right into the creature. It let out a loud scream, fell to the ground and 
then disappeared. 

Suddenly Billy yelled, “It’s over there.” 

Sharqueel asked, “What?” 

“The princess’ diamond tiara,” Billy responded. 

Billy and Sharqueel were both laughing and smiling as they ran 
through the jungle toward the giant rock where the tiara was resting. 
Just as Billy and Sharqueel arrived at the rock suddenly they heard a 
loud roar and a ferocious lion jumped up on top of the same rock 
where the tiara was resting. Sharqueel and Billy jumped back. The 
lion roared again. It was a full grown lion with a full mane. This lion 
didn’t have the same temperament as the Lion Ashanba. This lion 
wasn’t the kind of lion to allow human touch and to sit at the side of a 
human. This lion was a hunter. At that particular moment Billy and 
Sharqueel were its prey. 

Sharqueel whispered, “Don’t run. Don’t even breathe hard.” 

Suddenly, Naeduur and five Moepek warriors jumped out from 
behind the bushes. 

“Naeduur where did you and the Moepek warriors come from? 
Why are you all here?” 

“It looks like we are saving your tails. We have always been with 
you on this journey. The two of you just didn’t know it. If you would 
have screwed up in any way we would have been there to save you. 
Did you really think that the king would send two young boys such as 
yourselves out into the jungle alone? The king is much wiser than 
either of you can imagine.” 

Both Billy and Sharqueel looked at each other and smiled. 

They realized that King Treshand was looking out for both of them. 
In fact, at that moment they realized that the king was hoping that the 
two of them would unite to save each others lives and become friends 
instead of enemies. He didn’t want the two young men fighting over 
his daughter Princess Assuenta. Two Moepek warriors pushed Billy 
and Sharqueel out of the way. 

Naeduur yelled, “Get back to the palace the both of you. We will 
handle this lion.” 

Billy and Sharqueel ran back toward the palace. Naeduur and the 
Moepek warriors chased the lion further back into the jungle with 
their spears. They became the hunters and the lion became their prey. 

Billy said, “Sharqueel wait a minute.” He turned around and 
headed back toward the giant rock. 

“Billy what are you doing? Billy!” 

He ignored Sharqueel. He ran right back to the rock and grabbed 
the diamond tiara that was resting on it. He picked up the diamond 


tiara and ran back to where Sharqueel was. 

As he ran back he held the tiara up in the air. 

Sharqueel smiled and yelled, “Yeah. You got it. Let’s get it back to 
the princess.” 

When Billy and Sharqueel got back to the palace they stopped 
running. They walked back inside the front entrance into the Kingdom 
of the Moepek. Billy and Sharqueel held the diamond tiara up into the 
air together. Princess Assuenta, Queen Raashinda, Rebecca, Atikah, 
Samirah, Victoria and Edith all smiled when they saw the two young 
men holding the tiara up together. Billy let go of the tiara and let 
Sharqueel walk over to the princess and hand it to her. The crowd 
cheered and clapped their hands. Sharqueel walked back to where 
Billy was standing and then they both walked over to the thrones of 
King Treshand and Queen Raashinda. 

“T am proud of you both,” King Treshand said happily. 

“The journey that you took this day had nothing to do with a 
competition like I told the two of you. This journey was about honor 
and respect. It was about teamwork. It was also about forgiveness. 
You two young men will one day soon become Moepek warriors. 
Honor, respect, teamwork and forgiveness are what being a Moepek 
warrior is about. The two of you will succeed in your journey into not 
only becoming Moepek warriors but in becoming men. Good job 
future Moepek warriors.” 

Everyone clapped and cheered. 

Yadira was still in bed in her resting chambers healing from her 
injuries. Assuenta said goodbye to the other girls and went to check in 
on her. Assuenta was at the head maiden’s bedside telling jokes and 
trying to get the maiden to laugh. 

Isabella walked into the chamber. 

“What’s wrong Yadira?” Assuenta asked with concern. 

Yadira didn’t say anything. She was too afraid. She just shook her 
head and then turned away to the side. She did not even want to look 
upon the face of Isabella. Assuenta knew at that moment even without 
the Yadira saying anything that Isabella had something to do with her 
falling. Assuenta asked, “What do you want Isabella?” 

“I just came in to check on Yadira and to make sure that she was 
alright. Is anything wrong with that?” Isabella had her pet Albino 
Python snake wrapped around her shoulders. 

Assuenta said angrily, “She’s fine. I’m taking care of her now. 
There is nothing for you to do in here. You know she’s afraid of 
snakes. Why don’t you and your snake get out? Take that thing out of 
here before you upset Yadira.” 

“Afraid? She’s afraid of what princess? She’s afraid of this little 
baby? My snake is perfectly harmless. She’s just like a kitty cat. She 


wouldn’t hurt a mouse.” 

Assuenta said sarcastically, “Cats eat mice Isabella. Besides, she’s 
not so little and she certainly isn’t a kitty cat.” 

Isabella laughed and said, “Oops! You’re right. My bad. Well we 
certainly don’t want Yadira to be frightened now do we? I guess I'll 
take this precious creature out of here and let the maiden get some 
rest. After all she has been through a terrifying ordeal.” She laughed 
again and then walked out of the chamber. 

Princess Assuenta leaned over and whispered, “Yadira, she’s gone. 
Do you hear me? Isabella is gone. She won’t be bothering you 
anymore. I shall see to that. Are you alright?” Yadira wouldn’t answer 
her. She was too scared to speak. 

Isabella was sitting in her chambers petting her pet tarantula. She 
stroked the top of the tarantula and whispered, “Yes. Yes my sweet. 
You are a lovely little creature aren’t you? Run along now. You know 
what to do.” She placed the hairy tarantula on the floor. It crawled 
right into Yadira’s chambers. 

She was sleeping soundly and had no idea that a big, hairy 
tarantula had crawled into the bed with her. The tarantula crawled 
underneath the covers and when it reached Yadira’s right big toe it bit 
her so hard she woke up and screamed. 

Yadira screamed so loud that Isabella heard her all the way down 
the corridor and into her own resting chamber. The Maidens Lili, 
Ebony, Delilah and Bethany ran into Yadira’s chamber to help her. 

Delilah asked, “Yadira, what’s wrong?” 

Yadira pointed to her feet. Ebony pulled the covers back. As she 
was pulling the covers back the tarantula disappeared. 

Ebony said, “Yadira there is nothing here.” 


Chapter 10 


Isabella lifted both her hands and waved them from the top of her 
head down toward her feet. As she did her hair, face and all of her 
clothing changed into that of Lady Stephanie’s. 

Anyone looking at her would think that she was Stephanie. 

Isabella walked slowly over to Reyshaunn’s resting chamber. 

The prince turned around and smiled. 

“My darling have you forgotten something?” he asked. “Is 
everything alright?” 

Isabella had fooled the prince into thinking that she was actually 
his fiancé. She walked up to him but didn’t say anything. She just 
walked over to the prince and gave him a hug. She cradled his face in 
her hand gently. He hugged her back. Prince Reyshaunn looked over 
in a wall mirror and saw Isabella’s reflection in the mirror. It wasn’t 
the reflection of his fiancé at all. 

He yelled, “What is this?” 

Isabella laughed out loud. She turned back into herself. 

“Isabella you dare to use your magic on me? How dare you?” As 
she walked out of his resting chamber she couldn’t stop laughing. 

The next day Princess Assuenta took Lady Stephanie’s hand and led 
her to one of the gazebo in one of the gardens. 

Stephanie asked with concern, “What is it princess? You’re 
frightening me. I have never seen you act so strangely before.” 

“It’s my brother and Isabella,” she responded. “The two of them 
are plotting to destroy my family and take over the Kingdom of the 
Moepek.” 

Stephanie thought about what the princess was saying. 

“Oh princess. You have gone too far this time. Why would he be 
plotting with Isabella?” 

“The two of them have been seeing each other. Stephanie open 
your eyes. Haven’t you seen the way that they look at each other? You 
must have seen it. They’re not even trying to hide it anymore.” 

Stephanie became angry and frightened at the same time. 

“Princess what are you trying to do? Why do you hate your brother 
so? He’s done nothing to you. Why are you trying to destroy him? Are 
you that greedy princess? Are you trying to steal the throne from your 
brother? It will never work. He is too powerful to let you destroy him. 
I shall stand by my prince and not even you shall take him away from 
me. Reyshaunn loves me and is planning to marry me. The two of us 
shall rule someday as king and queen of the Moepek Empire. Isabella’s 
flirtation is innocent.” 


“Nothing that Isabella does is innocent. Stephanie you have to 
believe me,” the princess pleaded. “Reyshaunn and Isabella are 
planning to do harm to my father. I need your help to stop them.” 

“No. I don’t believe you Assuenta. I will not help you. I’ve waited 
my whole life to marry Prince Reyshaunn and now you want to take 
that away from me? I won’t let you. It is forbidden for either of us to 
dishonor the prince like this. We must stop it now. What are you 
trying to do? Do you want us to be banished forever from the 
kingdom? I could never survive. I am a lady and that is all. You are 
very dangerous princess. Stay away from me. I mean it. Stay away. I 
shall not tell anyone including your brother of this conversation.” 
Stephanie ran away from the gazebo. Princess Assuenta looked over 
and saw Isabella staring at her from the garden. 

Isabella smiled at her and then just walked away. 

Princess Assuenta said to herself, “The stranger Billy from the 
outside world is my only hope.” 

Isabella decided to take a stroll through the gardens outside of the 
palace. She saw several of the local children playing around in the 
gardens. The children were playing hide and seek. 

Tyler who was eleven years old yelled, “Rashine you’re it.” 

“Alright. Pm going to count to ten. Everybody hide.” 

She turned around and faced a tree. She covered her eyes so she 
couldn’t see where the other children were hiding. 

Tyler, Jessica, Jennifer, Caligula, Abdul, Anonda, Lucas and 
Careem all ran and hid. They hid behind trees, behind bushes and 
behind wheel barrels. 

After Rashine counted to ten she yelled, “Ready or not here I 
come.” When she turned around she saw Isabella standing right in 
front of her. Rashine was frightened and startled. She gasped and her 
eyes grew wide as she stared at the beautiful young woman standing 
before her. 

Isabella smiled and asked, “Can I play?” 

Rashine was still terrified. She whispered slowly, “Yes.” 

“Why don’t you run and hide. I’ll close my eyes and count to ten. 
Go on now. I won’t peek. I promise. Run along now.” 

Rashine walked past her and then began to run so that she could 
find a hiding place. Isabella turned around, pointed her finger at 
Rashine and yelled, “Dashana!” Suddenly, Rashine disappeared. All 
you could see was a puff of smoke. 

Isabella smiled wickedly and began searching for the other 
children. She found Tyler. He had been hiding behind a tree. 

Isabella pointed her finger at him and suddenly he disappeared. 

All that you could see was a puff of smoke. She walked past a 
wheel barrel and could sense with her wickedness the presence of 


Jessica who was eleven, Jennifer who was ten years old and Caligula 
who was thirteen hiding. She pointed her finger at the wheel barrel 
and made it disappear. The three girls stood up and gasped. They 
didn’t know what was happening or what had happened to the other 
children. Isabella walked slowly up to the three girls. They looked up 
at her with fear. 

They were too scared to move. She pointed her finger at them and 
made them all disappear. Isabella came across Abdul who was 
thirteen, Anonda who was twelve and Lucas who was also twelve as 
they hid behind some bushes. Isabella could hear them making noises 
and moving around behind the bushes. Isabella walked over to the 
bushes and stood there for a moment. 

She heard Abdul whisper, “What’s taking Rashine so long? She 
can’t still be counting.” 

Anonda whispered, “Shush. Don’t make too much noise. She might 
hear us.” 

Lucas whispered, “Both of you be quiet. She might be coming 
soon.” 

Isabella walked behind the bushes and jumped in front of the three 
children. They screamed. Isabella pointed her finger at them and 
suddenly Abdul, Anonda and Lucas disappeared. 

All you could see was three puffs of smoke. Last there was Careem. 
He was thirteen years old. Careem heard and saw everything that 
Isabella had done to the other eight kids. He was very frightened. He 
was hiding behind another wheel barrel. 

Isabella smiled and asked sarcastically, “Are there any other 
children hiding around here? Hum! I wonder if there are any other 
children hiding around here. Let’s see.” She pointed her finger at a 
nearby tree. The tree disappeared and all you could see was a puff of 
smoke. Then she pointed her finger at a nearby bush. The bush 
disappeared. All you could see was a puff of smoke. She said out loud, 
“T know there are other children hiding out here. You might as well 
come out. I will find you. You shall never escape from me. If you 
continue to hide you shall make me angry and that will make matters 
worse for you.” Isabella yelled, “Come out now.” Careem ran from 
behind the wheel barrel and tried to escape. He wasn’t fast enough. As 
he ran through the garden, Isabella pointed her finger at him. He 
disappeared. 

A couple of hours passed. The nine children’s families began 
looking for them. Tex ran to the palace to notify the guards that nine 
children in the Land of the Moepek were missing. He ran up to the 
entrance of the palace. He was frantic. Two guards were standing at 
the entrance with spears in their hands. The two warriors stood at 
attention as Tex approached the palace. 


The Guard Abdullah yelled, “Stop at once. Who are you?” 

“Get out of my way guard,” Tex yelled. “Our children are missing.” 

The Moepek Warrior Raymond yelled, “Whose children are 
missing?” 

Prince Reyshaunn was discussing security measures with Naeduur 
and several of the Moepek warriors. The prince looked up as the two 
men Abdullah and Tex stormed into the chamber. 

Naeduur took out his sword and pointed it at the neck of the Guard 
Abdullah. He yelled, “Abdullah, why are you not at your post? How 
dare you interrupt the prince like this. You have ten seconds to 
explain yourself before I destroy you.” 

Abdullah replied informatively, “My lord nine children have 
vanished from the palace gardens.” 

“It is true prince,” Tex replied anxiously. “One of the missing 
children is my very own son Lucas. My lord he is only twelve years 
old.” 

Reyshaunn responded angrily, “Enough! Naeduur put your sword 
away. This man is obviously distraught. Leave no stone unturned. Find 
the kids. Go now. All of you are annoying me.” 

Naeduur had one of the teams search inside and outside of the 
palace for the kids just in case they were hiding inside the palace. The 
other four teams rode off on horses and searched the entire kingdom. 
They searched every home in the kingdom. A Moepek warrior would 
get off of his horse and walk up to the Moepek home. He would bang 
on the front door. Once the inhabitants opened the door the warrior 
would yell, “We are here to search your home. There are several 
Moepek children missing somewhere in the kingdom. Step aside.” 
After days of searching they finally gave up. 

“Have you searched the entire kingdom including the palace?” the 
queen asked. “This is a very large kingdom. There are a lot of hiding 
places here in the kingdom where children can hide.” 

“Yes my queen,” Naeduur responded. “We have searched 
everywhere.” 

“What about the jungle?” King Treshand asked curiously. 

“Yes my king. We searched as much of the jungle as we could.” 

“Bring Isabella before me,” the king requested. 

Naeduur and twenty Moepek warriors walked to her resting 
chamber. One of the Moepek warriors walked up to her door and 
knocked. 

“Yes? You may enter.” 

Naeduur said, “Isabella the king has ordered you to appear before 
him. You must come with us.” Moepek warriors escorted her before 
the royal family and the parents of the missing children. There were 
many people standing off to the sides. They were all terrified for their 


own children. 

Isabella smiled and said, “I would be honored to help you find the 
missing children.” She pointed her finger and suddenly a ball of blue 
fire appeared right before them. Everyone looked inside of the blue 
flames. They all could see images of the nine children playing in the 
gardens of the palace. They saw the kids playing hide and seek. The 
image faded and then disappeared. The children could not be seen 
anymore. 

Tex yelled, “Can you bring the image back?” 

Isabella said, “I’m sorry. I can’t bring the image back. It is simply 
gone. My magic was unable to determine exactly what has happened 
to the missing children. I can’t help you. I’m so sorry.” Everyone left 
the chamber with saddened hearts. 

Queen Raashinda was sitting in the garden having a cup of tea the 
next afternoon with the Queen Mother Lucinda. 

Queen Raashinda had a look of concern on her face. She said, 
“Mother I just don’t know what to do. I feel like my family is falling 
apart. What is happening to us all?” 

The Queen Mother Lucinda said with concern, “My, my. Such 
frustration do I hear from my own daughter. Listen to me Raashinda. 
We all go through trials and tribulations in our lives. I have gone 
through many trials and tribulations in my younger days and now that 
I am older those trials keep coming. I do understand what it is that 
you are going through. Nobody can escape them. One thing that I 
have learned is that these trials and tribulations make us strong. They 
make us who we are. Just because we are royalty and are wealthy 
doesn’t mean that we aren’t going to go through the same trials as 
everyone else in the Kingdom of the Moepek.” 

“Mother things are so difficult now. My heart is deeply troubled. 
I’m having difficulty resting at night. Our family is in trouble. I don’t 
know if we are going to survive. We are all turning on each other. My 
children are like enemies. Sometimes I wonder if they love each other 
at all. Things are also stressed between me and my husband the king. 
There was a time when he wouldn’t make a decision unless he came to 
me first. Now we hardly speak. He doesn’t trust me anymore mother.” 

The Queen Mother Lucinda said, “Oh baby. The king loves you and 
he trusts you with his very life. Have patience with him my daughter. 
He is ruler of the entire Kingdom of the Moepek. That is a huge 
responsibility. He carries a heavy load on his shoulders. Stand by your 
husband. Be patient with him. Let him know that you will support him 
in every decision he makes as king.” 

“Reyshaunn is engaged to be married to Lady Stephanie but he 
hardly spends any time with her. He spends more time with Isabella 
than with anyone else. He thinks that I don’t see him but I can see. A 


mother knows these things. And let’s not forget about my lovely 
daughter Assuenta.” 

“What’s happening with Assuenta?” the queen mother asked. “Is 
something wrong with my granddaughter?” 

“No. Nothing has happened to her. I’m surprised you haven’t 
heard. Everyone else in the kingdom has. Assuenta is spreading 
rumors that the prince himself, my son, is plotting to hurt his father 
and take over the kingdom. She seems to think that he and Isabella 
are in some kind of plot together or something. I think she is just 
jealous of her older brother because he is prince and will one day be 
king.” 

“Princess Assuenta is a caring, intelligent and a thoughtful young 
woman,” the queen mother said with pride. “She wouldn’t just start 
rumors unless she was concerned for her father’s well-being and 
unless she was absolutely certain that what she believes is true.” 

“Mother how can you say such things? Prince Reyshaunn is your 
only grandson. You helped raise him up to be a man. He loves this 
family and would never do anything to harm any of us.” 

The Queen Mother Lucinda said, “I know my grandson loves this 
family. But your son Reyshaunn is a very ambitious and very 
impatient young man and Isabella is a very beautiful woman. Keep a 
close eye on Isabella. We both know very well that she cannot be 
trusted. Underneath all that beauty is a very wicked young woman. I 
do not trust her and neither should you.” 

Isabella walked into the chamber where Princess Assuenta was 
waiting for Naeduur. Assuenta was surprised to see her. 

“Isabella why are you in here? If you don’t need to speak with me 
then get out before I throw you out.” 

“Ooh! Are you threatening me princess?” Isabella asked 
sarcastically. “I’m really getting sick of your attitude and way you 
think you can boss me around.” 

“T am the princess of the Kingdom of the Moepek and you will do 
as I say.” 

Isabella became angry. “Oh really?” She rose up her hand and 
suddenly there was a small explosion right in front of the princess. 

Princess Assuenta had to jump back in order not to be injured. She 
yelled angrily, “Instead of using your magic why don’t you fight me 
one on one. You claim to have so much courage.” 

“Alright princess,” Isabella said. “No magic.” 

Both young women walked over to the wall and picked up their 
favorite swords. They held their swords up in the air and just stared at 
each other. The two women began to sword fight. Isabella was a 
better sword fighter than Princess Assuenta. The princess was still 
young and had a lot to learn. 


Isabella was able to knock Princess Assuenta’s sword right out of 
her hand. 

“Remember Isabella. No magic.” 

The two young women started fighting each other with the short 
dagger and their fists. Princess Assuenta might not have been a better 
sword fighter than Isabella, but she definitely was better at using the 
short dagger and her fists. Assuenta not only was able to knock the 
short dagger out of Isabella’s hand, she was also able to knock her to 
the ground. 

“T guess I’m not as young as you thought I was,” Assuenta said 
sarcastically. 

Isabella raised her hand and started to use her magic to hurt the 
princess. 

“Remember Isabella you gave your word that there would be no 
magic.” 

Isabella lowered her hand. Princess Assuenta threw her short 
dagger across the room. It landed right into one of the statues. 
Princess Assuenta left the chamber. Isabella was furious. She screamed 
out loud to herself. She raised her hand and pointed it at a statue. It 
exploded into a thousand pieces. 

Isabella got up off the floor and wiped off her busted lip. She held 
her head up high to signify to herself that she was not inferior to the 
princess. She then walked out of the chamber as though nothing had 
happened. Princess Assuenta went back to her resting chambers. 
Several maidens were in her chambers waiting for her. 

The Maiden Yvonne asked with great concern, “Princess Assuenta 
what happened to you? You have been wounded.” 

“Nothing has happened,” the princess assured them. “I fell. That is 
all. Help me get cleaned up.” 

“Princess you summoned for me?” Naeduur asked as he walked 
into the chamber. 

“Yes Naeduur. I summoned for you. I need to speak with my father 
the king. I must find a way to make peace with him. Please go and ask 
him if I may come before him to speak.” 

King Treshand was in the royal gardens playing with the Lion 
Ashanba. 

“Yes Naeduur? What do you want?” 

“My king,” he responded as he bowed his head. “Princess Assuenta 
requests permission to come before you to speak.” 

“She has my permission.” replied the king. 

“Go now and let her know my decision.” 

Assuenta walked up to her father and bowed before him. 

“Father please forgive me,” she pleaded. 

“Come with me my daughter. Let us walk through the gardens 


together and talk.” As they walked through the royal gardens King 
Treshand said, “Daughter you may not have meant harm to your 
brother but you must remember something my child. Words can cause 
just as much harm as a physical attack. Words are like a virus. They 
can creep throughout the kingdom and spread from person to person 
until they infect everyone in the kingdom. You must be careful what 
you speak child. Do you understand?” 

“Yes father,” she replied. Assuenta thought for a few seconds about 
what to say next. She was scared for her father and didn’t want to see 
him hurt. She turned to King Treshand and said, “Father I only said 
those things about my brother because they are true. I heard him 
myself father. You must believe me.” 

King Treshand became furious. He yelled, “That is enough! I 
thought you came before me to apologize for dishonoring your 
brother? This is your idea of an apology? I have heard enough.” The 
king stormed away from his daughter and left her standing alone. 


Chapter 11 


Rebecca whispered, “Samirah.” 

Samirah woke up and whispered, “What? What has happened 
Rebecca? Why aren’t you sleeping?” 

Rebecca had her new pet chimpanzee Pautuuh in her arms. She 
whispered, “I’m going to the boys’ chambers. I want to leave the Land 
of the Moepek tonight. Come on. Get up.” 

Atikah woke up and whispered, “Hey guys. What’s happening? 
Why are the two of you awake? Do the two of you realize how late it 
is?” 

“Were going to get Billy and the boys and we are going to sneak 
out of the palace tonight,” Rebecca whispered. “We’re leaving the 
Land of the Moepek and going home. Come on.” 

The girls peeped out into the corridor and looked in both 
directions to see if anyone was coming. The warriors were not 
guarding their chambers. They were free to walk across to the boys’ 
chambers. 

When Billy saw the girls he asked, “What’s going on? What are you 
girls doing in here?” 

“Billy this is not our home,” Rebecca said. “We can’t stay here. It’s 
time we got out of the Land of the Moepek.” 

“T have to admit it,” Thomas said. “Rebecca is right. I never agree 
with anything that Rebecca says because she’s an idiot but Billy, we 
can’t stay here.” 

Rebecca said sarcastically, “Thanks Thomas.” 

“Alright,” Billy responded in agreement. 

“Let’s go back home.” 

Billy peeped out into the corridor to see if any of the warriors were 
around. He whispered, “Shush! No one is around. Come on.” He led 
the way as the other teens followed closely behind him. Rebecca was 
still holding her baby chimpanzee Pautuuh up in her arms. Billy 
whispered, “Hide.” 

The teens all hid so that whoever was coming couldn’t see them. 
They hid behind statues, behind giant pillars, behind huge indoor 
trees and in doorways. Three warriors with spears in their hands 
passed by but didn’t see them. The Teen Archaeologists all came from 
behind their hiding places. 

They were going through the main corridor when suddenly they 
stood right in their path. The teens all screamed. It was Naeduur the 
head warrior and Prince Reyshaunn. They had several warriors with 
them. 


“Don’t any of you move,” Naeduur yelled. “Do not make a sound. 
King Treshand made a big mistake. But this is one mistake that can be 
rectified. It will give me great pleasure in destroying each and every 
one of you. Your lives shall not be spared this time. You will not be 
able to talk yourselves out of this my young friends.” 

King Treshand walked up to them to find out what all the 
commotion was about. “Reyshaunn? Naeduur what is going on? What 
are these ones doing out of their chambers? Naeduur, speak now.” 

Naeduur lowered his sword and bowed his head to the king. “My 
lord we caught these intruders trying to escape from the palace. They 
have disobeyed your orders my king. They must be dealt with. Let me 
destroy them now.” 

“No,” the king replied. “I do not want them hurt. That would upset 
the queen and my daughter Assuenta. The two of them have grown 
fond of these youngsters and don’t want anything bad to happen to 
them.” 

“Then father they must be locked up,” Prince Reyshaunn said. 
“They must not be allowed to wander around the palace unescorted.” 

“So it shall be,” the king responded. “Take them back to their 
chambers and lock them in. Place warriors outside of their chambers 
to ensure that nothing like this happens again. Naeduur do as I 
command.” 

Naeduur lead the way as the warriors held their spears up, lined 
up on each side of the teens and escorted them back to their 
chambers. 

Thomas was about to walk into the chambers. Naeduur took his 
hand and pushed him. Thomas fell to the floor. 

Rebecca cried out, “Thomas! Naeduur leave my brother alone.” 

Billy turned around and yelled, “Hey! Who do you think you are? 
Don’t push my brother. If you touch him again I'll...” Naeduur held up 
his sword and yelled, “You'll do what? Go ahead. Give me a reason. 
Because of the stunt you intruders pulled you will no longer be able to 
roam around the palace unescorted. You are no longer guests. You are 
now prisoners. The next time you decide to try to escape from the 
Land of the Moepek will be your last. I shall hunt you down like 
prey.” 

Next, Naeduur pushed Samirah, Atikah and Rebecca into their 
chambers. “Move it!” he yelled as he pushed them into the chambers. 
The warrior also closed their doors and locked them so that the girls 
couldn’t escape. Naeduur said out loud through the closed doors, 
“Now, let’s see the intruders try to escape.” He ordered four warriors 
to stand guard outside of the boys’ and girls’ chambers. Two warriors 
stood outside the boys’ chambers and two stood outside the girls’ 
chambers. 


Naeduur and the other warriors walked away. Back in the girls’ 
chambers, Rebecca threw herself across the bed and started to cry. 

Samirah tried to comfort her. She whispered, “Rebecca please 
don’t cry.” 

Atikah said, “Rebecca I’m sure that all of our parents are looking 
for us right now, this very moment, as we speak. Don’t worry. They 
will find us. Everything is going to be alright. You'll see.” 

The Teen Archaeologists didn’t give up on their quest to escape 
from the Land of the Moepek. One afternoon the warriors that were 
suppose to be guarding their resting chambers got a little careless. The 
Moepek Warrior Abdul whispered, “Kareen I’m starving. Let’s take a 
break and go get something to eat. The intruders are resting. They’re 
not stupid enough to try and escape from the kingdom again. Let’s 
go.” 

The two Moepek warriors left their post to go get something to eat. 

Rebecca and Samirah peeped out of the door of their chambers. 
When they saw that no Moepek warriors were guarding them, they 
grabbed Atikah and the three girls went into the boy’s chambers. 

Billy whispered, “Rebecca what are you, Samirah and Atikah doing 
out of your chambers? How did the three of you get past the guards?” 

Samirah said, “There are no guards in front of either of our 
chambers. This is our chance to escape. Come on.” 

The teens snuck out of the boys’ chambers and left the palace. 
Nobody saw them leave. The people of the Moepek were all too busy 
preparing for and celebrating the great hunt that the Moepek people 
celebrated each year in the jungles. It was a yearly tradition. Once 
outside, the Teen Archaeologists blended in with the other inhabitants 
of the Kingdom of the Moepek. No one noticed who they were. 
Everyone was too excited about the hunt that was going to take place. 

Atikah whispered, “How are we going to get out of the front 
entrance to the kingdom? Obviously they are having some kind of 
celebration here today.” 

“We will decide that once we get to the entrance,” Samirah 
whispered. “Let’s go.” 

The teens walked to the front entrance of the Kingdom of the 
Moepek. They had to pass Princess Assuenta’s private zoo. They had to 
pass through the gardens of the palace. They passed several swimming 
pools and several hot springs where maidens and Moepek children 
swam and played. They passed through the marketplace and over two 
bridges to get to the front entrance. Once the teens were at the front 
entrance they hid in the bushes so that the guards wouldn’t see them. 

Billy whispered, “The front entrance to the kingdom is open. When 
no one is looking we can just sneak out. No one will know.” 

The front entrance was open to let out the Moepek warriors that 


were going hunting in the jungle that afternoon. The teens looked 
toward the front entrance to the kingdom and noticed a team of thirty 
Moepek warriors with their swords at their sides. They had their 
spears in their hands and were riding their beautiful horses out of the 
kingdom. The Head Warrior Naeduur was with them. Once out in the 
jungle the team of Moepek warriors broke up into twenty groups of 
fifteen each. They headed off into the jungle in different directions. 

Suddenly, there was a fight inside the kingdom between two 
Moepek warriors. The two warriors that were guarding the front 
entrance rushed over to see what all the commotion was about. They 
also wanted to break the fight up. Nobody was guarding the entrance 
of the kingdom. The teens blended in with the crowd that was walking 
outside of the gate to watch the hunt. This was the teens’ only chance 
to escape. 

“Come on guys,” Billy yelled. “Hurry up before the warriors find 
out that were are gone. Let’s go.” 

The teens wandered away from the crowd and hurried through the 
jungle. Suddenly, they all heard a loud noise. It was like a loud scream 
but it sounded like it was coming from an animal not a human. 
Something was charging through the jungle straight toward them. The 
teens couldn’t tell what it was. They all became very frightened. 
Suddenly, Rebecca screamed. A gigantic wild boar was running 
straight toward them. The boar was running toward them so fast that 
there was no time for them to escape. They were too scared to move. 

Naeduur and his Moepek warriors chased the wild animal away 
with their spears. The gigantic wild boar ran off into the jungle. 
Naeduur and the Moepek warriors had saved the Teen Archaeologists 
lives. They were all surprised that Naeduur would help them at all. 

King Treshand and Queen Raashinda were on their royal thrones in 
the throne chamber. Princess Assuenta was sitting on the steps that 
led up to the thrones. Her brother Prince Reyshaunn was standing off 
to the side talking with the King’s Advisor Johannson. There were 
several Moepek residents, warriors and relatives of the royal family 
standing off to the sides. The crowd gasped when they saw the 
Moepek warriors forcing the teens into the chamber with their hands 
tied in front of them with ropes. 

“Naeduur what is the meaning of this?” Princess Assuenta asked. 

Naeduur bowed his head to the royal family. “My lord I found 
these intruders outside of the Kingdom of the Moepek. They were in 
the jungle trying to escape my lord.” 

“Now do you see father,” the prince replied. “I told you that the 
intruders are nothing but trouble. Now perhaps you will adhere to my 
warnings. They should be destroyed.” 

Assuenta cried out, “No! Father please do not do it. Please.” 


King Treshand said angrily, “So! You teens have defied my orders 
again. For this you all shall be punished. My daughter Princess 
Assuenta and my queen both have a great deal of compassion for the 
six of you. For that reason I shall let all of you live. I shall not have 
you destroyed. Naeduur, you and the rest of your warriors standing 
before me take the intruders to the dungeon down below and lock 
them up for the rest of the day and evening. Twenty-four hours in a 
dark dungeon should cure their desire to escape from this kingdom 
once and for all. I grow tired and weary of their nonsense. Lock them 
up.” 

Naeduur said sarcastically, “With pleasure my lord.” Naeduur and 
five of his warriors grabbed Billy and the others and forced them to 
their feet. Naeduur yelled, “Move it! Move it now!” He pushed Billy 
and forced him to walk ahead of them. The other warriors pushed the 
other teens and forced them to follow Billy to the dungeon. The Head 
Warrior and the five Moepek Warriors led the teens through the 
palace to the back corridor. The teens noticed that the back of the 
palace wasn’t as beautiful and elegant as the rest of the palace. It was 
cold, dark and dreary back there. Rebecca, Atikah, Samirah and the 
boys were all terrified. Naeduur had no sympathy for any of them. 

When they reached the back of the palace they came to a strange 
door. One of the Moepek warriors rushed over to the door and 
unlocked it with a key. They came into a large hallway that led to a 
winding staircase. The stairs went all the way down to the dungeon. 
There were several rats running around in the basement where the 
dungeon was located. The rats had been scavenging the dungeon for 
food and water. 

When the rats heard the humans they ran off into the holes in the 
walls. When they got to the door that led into the dungeon one of the 
Moepek warriors removed a rather large key that had been hanging on 
the wall. The warrior used the key to unlock the dungeon door. 

Thomas yelled, “You can’t force us to go in there.” 

The Head Warrior Naeduur yelled, “Oh really. Let me explain 
something to you young man. I can force all of you to do anything I 
choose. All of you are my prisoners now and you must answer to me.” 

Rebecca yelled, “When our father comes to rescue us you will pay 
for this.” 

Naeduur laughed out loud and said, “Little lady if your father is 
foolish enough to come to the Land of the Moepek he will not make it 
out of the Kingdom of the Moepek alive.” Naeduur and his warriors 
pushed the teens into the dungeon. Their hands were all still tied with 
ropes. The teens all lost their balance and fell to the ground inside the 
dungeon. 

After they fell, a rat ran from the walls of the dungeon and passed 


right by Rebecca’s face. Rebecca screamed so loud that you could hear 
it all the way up the stairs. Rebecca’s screaming chased the rat right 
back into the wall of the dungeon. The warrior locked the dungeon 
and placed the key back on the wall. Naeduur and the warriors left 
the dungeon. As the Moepek warriors climbed up the stairs to return 
to the palace they could still hear Rebecca screaming from the 
dungeon. 

The prince was gloating when he passed by his sister. 

Assuenta was disgusted over her brother’s attitude. 

“What are you so happy about brother?” 

“Pm happy because finally the intruders are getting exactly what 
they deserve. I knew from the moment they entered into our world 
they would be nothing but trouble. And you my pretty little sister 
trusted and admired them? That is why as prince I shall one day be 
king and ruler of the Land of the Moepek. You are obviously too weak 
and trusting little sister. Those are not the right qualities for a leader. 
As leader of the Moepek I shall trust no one; especially women. I 
won’t even trust you sister of mine.” 

“You are to be king brother of mine not because you are a better 
leader than I would be. You shall be king because you are King 
Treshand’s only son. Let’s get that straight. And you have no right to 
talk to me about trust. You are the least trustworthy person in this 
entire kingdom.” 

“Assuenta I am to be ruler of the Kingdom of the Moepek and I will 
not allow you or anybody else to disrespect me in my own kingdom. If 
you try me princess I shall destroy you myself.” 

“That’s enough,” the king yelled. “I grow tired of listening to your 
bickering. Princess Assuenta you may be excused. Leave my presence. 
Go now.” 

In the dungeon Billy and Thomas stood together and loosened the 
ropes from each other’s hands. They were both free. The two teens 
rushed over and untied the others. Billy rushed over to the dungeon 
door and pulled on it. He pulled and pushed the door to see if he 
could free them. It was no use. The door was locked tightly and Billy 
couldn’t open it. 

He looked through the large peep hole in the door. 

Rebecca asked, “What do you see Billy?” 

He looked in the corridor leading into the dungeon. “I see the key 
that unlocks this door. It’s hanging on the wall. The Moepek warriors 
and Naeduur are gone. There’s no one out there. No one can hear us 
down here.” 

“Tm cold and it stinks down here,” Thomas yelled angrily. 

“Rebecca and Samirah it was your bright idea for us to try and 
escape. If you girls wouldn’t have snuck into our resting chambers and 


suggested that we escape from the kingdom none of this would have 
happened. We all could be in the palace with everyone else sleeping in 
warm beds with satin sheets and soft luxurious pillows. We could all 
be getting pedicures and manicures by the maidens. Instead we are 
locked up in a cold, smelly rodent infested dungeon and have to sleep 
on the cold wet floor. This is your fault. We should have never 
listened to you.” 

“Thomas don’t try to blame us for this,” Rebecca responded. 

“We didn’t know that the Moepek Warriors were going on a yearly 
hunting expedition today. And besides, nobody tied you up and 
dragged you out into the jungle. You went with us to escape on your 
own Thomas.” 

“You’re right Rebecca. Nobody tied me up and dragged me into the 
jungle. They tied me up and dragged me into the dungeon. That’s even 
worse. And that’s your fault Rebecca.” 

Rebecca yelled, “It is not.” 

“It is too.” 

“It is not.” 

“Will you two quit it?” Billy asked with frustration. 

“Standing here blaming each other isn’t going to get us out of here 
any quicker. King Treshand said we only have to be locked up for 
about twenty-four hours. We have a long night ahead of us so let’s just 
calm down and relax. This is not going to be so bad. In fact, it’s not 
that bad down here at all.” Just at that moment a huge rat crawled 
out from a hole in the wall and ran across the dungeon floor and then 
into another hole in the wall. Thomas and the other teens just stood 
there and stared at the rat as it ran across the floor. 

Thomas said sarcastically, “Sure thing Billy. We’ll just all sit on the 
floor and relax. It’s not going to be so bad down here. At least we have 
a bunch of pet rats to play with.” Later that evening Princess Assuenta 
summoned for the Maidens Lili, Ebony, Priscilla and Elena. She 
grabbed blankets and pillows and placed them in the maiden’s arms. 

She whispered, “Follow me.” The princess led the maidens into the 
food preparatory chamber. 

The food taster India was waiting for them. She whispered, “Quick 
princess. Take it before your father the king finds out that I am giving 
this to you.” India handed Assuenta and the maidens juice, 
sandwiches and fruit for the locked up teens. 

The princess and the maidens carried the items down the back of 
the palace. The princess opened the door that led down to the cold 
dark dungeon. 

She whispered, “We must hurry.” She led the maidens down the 
gray stairs to the dungeon. 

Billy and the other teens heard someone coming. Rebecca 


whispered, “Billy who is that? Are Naeduur and his Moepek warriors 
coming again?” 

Thomas whispered sarcastically, “Yeah Rebecca. They’re probably 
coming to finish us off.” 

Billy whispered angrily, “Shut up Thomas.” He ran over to the 
dungeon door and peeped out of the gigantic peephole to see who was 
coming. He yelled, “Princess!” All the other teens got up off the floor 
and rushed over to see Princess Assuenta. 

Rebecca yelled, “Move over Billy. I want to see the princess.” 
Rebecca looked through the gigantic peephole at the princess and her 
maidens. She yelled through the locked dungeon door, “Princess 
Assuenta. We’re in here. Let us out.” 

The princess whispered, “Rebecca we can’t let you out. We can’t 
defy the king’s order.” 

“If she is not going to let us out then what did she come down here 
for?” Thomas asked angrily. “She might as well have stayed up in the 
palace. She’s useless to us down here.” 

“Princess if you look right on the wall there is a large key,” Billy 
pleaded. “It can unlock the door. Take the key off of the wall and 
unlock the door.” 

“Billy Pm sorry but I can not. If I unlock the door and let you out 
not only would I get in trouble, but your lives would all be in danger. 
I couldn’t live with myself if something worse were to happen to you 
because of something I did. Right now King Treshand and Prince 
Reyshaunn are appeased at your being locked up down here. Any 
further disobedience would infuriate them further. Please Billy. Stay 
in there and serve out your punishment. King Treshand shall not stay 
angered. He will order you released soon.” 

“Well, if you didn’t come down here to help us escape then why 
did you come?” Thomas asked angrily. 

“We came to bring you blankets, pillows, food and drink,” the 
princess responded back to Thomas. 

“You must all be cold and hungry. Here. Take this.” Assuenta and 
the maidens pushed the food, blankets and pillows through the 
opening at the bottom of the door. Billy, Samirah and Rebecca 
grabbed all the stuff that the princess had snuck down to them. 

“Thank you princess,” Billy said. 

“Its my pleasure Billy,” she replied. “I only wish that there was 
more that I could do.” 

“You have done well princess,” he responded with gratitude. 
“Thanks for everything you have done?” 

Assuenta and the maidens left the dungeon area and went back 
upstairs into the palace. The incarcerated teens wrapped themselves 
up with the blankets and then ate the food and punch that the 


princess and the maidens had brought to them. 

Later that night Billy, Thomas and Samirah were fast asleep. 
Atikah and Rebecca were too scared and too cold to sleep. Atikah 
asked, “Rebecca are you scared?” 

“Yes Atikah. I’m really scared. I want to go home. I miss my 
parents. They must be worried sick about us by now.” 

Atikah whispered, “Yeah. My parents must be really worried about 
Adam and me as well.” 

“T miss England.” 

“I miss Africa and my parents also,” Atikah whispered. 

“Even with this blanket around me I’m still cold. It’s amazing to 
me that the weather in the Land of the Moepek can be so beautiful 
and at the same time it’s so cold down here. How is that possible?” 

“T don’t know but I have an idea.” She got up off of the floor and 
walked slowly over to Atikah. They put their two blankets together 
and shared them. They were both warmer with the two blankets 
wrapped around them instead of just one each. Rebecca whispered, 
“Tm sorry for whining so much. I don’t want to seem like a baby. I 
know that all of you miss home too.” 

Atikah smiled and made funny faces at Rebecca. She was trying to 
cheer Rebecca up by being silly. Rebecca smiled back. She whispered, 
“You're so silly Atikah. Thank you for being a friend. I need that 
now.” 

Atikah whispered, “Rebecca we will always be friends, just like me 
and Samirah.” 

Rebecca and Atikah heard a strange noise. Then they both heard a 
squeaking noise. They were both terrified. They were too scared to 
move. At that point they were both too scared and too tired to talk 
anymore. After a few minutes both girls fell asleep. 

Rebecca had a nightmare. She dreamed that she was in the 
dungeon walking around and suddenly in her dream several terrifying 
ghosts surrounded her. She dreamed that the first ghost to come after 
her had chains hanging around its neck. 

Rebecca dreamed that a second ghost had long claws, an evil 
expression on its face and was light blue in color. The evil ghost raised 
its claws up and was about to attack Rebecca. 

She also dreamed that a third ghost was flying through the air 
making all kinds of terrifying sounds and was floating right over her 
head. The third ghost and the others were just about to attack 
Rebecca. She screamed out loud. 

Billy shook Rebecca and whispered, “Rebecca. Rebecca. Wake up. 
You’re dreaming. Wake up.” 

Rebecca looked up. Billy, Thomas, Samirah, Adam and Atikah 
were all standing around her. She asked with fear in her voice, 


“Where are they?” 

Thomas asked, “Where are who?” 

Rebecca said with confusion, “The ghosts!” 

“Rebecca you were only dreaming,” Thomas said angrily. 

“There are no ghosts. I’m going back to sleep.” He walked back 
over to his blanket. He sat on the floor, covered his head up with the 
blanket and then went back to sleep. 

Billy said, “Rebecca you must have had a nightmare. Everything is 
going to be ok. You are safe. We are all here with you. Nothing is 
going to happen. I promise.” 

“Tt all seemed so real.” 

Samirah and Atikah put their arms around Rebecca. 

They tried to comfort her. After awhile, all of the Teen 
Archaeologists fell back asleep. 

Princess Assuenta walked up to her father and bowed her head 
before him. 

“What is it daughter? Why do you disturb me?” 

“Father it has been many hours since the visitors have been locked 
up. Can they please be let go?” 

King Treshand was in a cheerful mood that afternoon. “Today is a 
magnificent day here in the Land of the Moepek. I am feeling 
generous today. The visitors may leave the dungeon. Cadmon! Go and 
let the visitors free from the dungeon. Go now Cadmon.” 

Assuenta smiled. She bowed down before the king again and said, 
“Thank you my lord.” When she caught up to the Warrior Cadmon she 
yelled, “Cadmon!” 

The Moepek Warrior turned around and asked, “Yes princess?” 

Princess Assuenta smiled. She said, “Cadmon I have spoken to King 
Treshand and he has given me and the maidens permission to release 
the visitors. I want to be the one to release them so I can spend some 
time with them. My father the king has agreed. You are excused 
warrior. I will take it from here.” 

The Moepek Warrior Cadmon bowed his head to the princess. He 
said, “As you wish princess.” He walked away and joined the other 
warriors for the afternoon sword fighting practice. Assuenta smiled to 
herself. She went into the palace and gathered the Maidens Lili, Ebony 
and Priscilla. The four young women rushed down into the dungeon 
area. Billy, Samirah, Rebecca and the other teens got up and rushed to 
the dungeon door. 

Princess Assuenta was excited to be the one to set them free. She 
said, “Billy it’s me Assuenta. You are all free.” 

Billy pleaded, “Princess open the dungeon door. It has been 
twenty-four hours.” 

Princess Assuenta took the large key off of the wall and unlocked 


the dungeon door. She said, “Come on. Let’s get all of you back to 
your resting chambers so you can bathe and change clothing. Maidens 
take all the pillows and blankets out of here and have them destroyed. 
They have been on the dungeon floor and shall never be used again. 
Take them to the waste area to be burned. Hurry! Do as I say.” 
Thomas said angrily, “It’s about time.” 

The Maidens Lili, Ebony and Priscilla rushed into the dungeon and 
removed the pillows and blankets. They rushed the items to the waste 
area to be destroyed. Princess Assuenta escorted the teens out of the 
dark basement, up the long stairs and to their chambers. 


Chapter 12 


King Treshand was sitting on his throne meeting with his advisors. 
Assuenta walked into the chamber and asked, “Father I know that you 
are angry with me but may I have a word with you?” 

“You may Assuenta.” 

“T need to see you alone father.” 

“Please excuse me. My daughter wants to have a word with me in 
private. Leave us alone.” 

The king’s advisor Nehemiah replied, “My lord we have urgent 
matters to discuss. We really shouldn’t put the matters of the kingdom 
for a later time.” 

“Perhaps you could put off your meeting with the princess until a 
later time,” the advisor Johannson suggested. 

“No. My daughter and I quarreled. I don’t want to remain angry 
with my only daughter. There are no matters in the Kingdom of the 
Moepek more important to me than that of my child. Leave us now.” 

The advisor Hoshamba bowed his head and said, “My lord.” The 
advisors all bowed their heads and excused themselves from the 
presence of the king. 

“Father I hate it when we fight. We hardly spend anymore time 
together. We used to be so close. What has happened to us father?” 

“Daughter I miss your smile,” the king responded. “I miss your 
company. I miss you cheating me when we play knockers in the 
gardens with the balls. You must know that if you didn’t cheat you 
could never beat me.” 

“Father I know that you always let me win. I could never really 
beat you at any game.” 

King Treshand smiled. “Daughter what do you want to speak to me 
about?” 

“Father it is the visitors. I feel that you are being too hard on them. 
You are treating them too harshly. You should not listen to everything 
that Reyshaunn has to say. He is selfish and is not trying to protect 
this kingdom or you my father.” King Treshand became angered at his 
daughter again. He said angrily,“You have no right to speak of your 
brother in such a manner. He is prince and one day will be king. You 
will show him the respect that he deserves. I have grown tired of you 
Assuenta. You will stop this nonsense at once. That is an order.” 

“My king I’m just trying to warn you to please be careful. I love 
you my father and I don’t want anything to happen to you.” 

“Your brother Reyshaunn loves me just as much as you do and 
would not allow anything to happen to me or your mother Queen 


Raashinda. For you to imply anything different is utterly ridiculous.” 

Princess Assuenta kneeled down on the floor before her father. 
“Father, what about the visitors? You are being too hard on them. 
They will not try to escape again. I promise. Please let them out of 
their chambers. Please take the guards away.” 

King Treshand stood up from his throne. He was furious at his 
daughter. “No. I will do no such thing. My word will be obeyed. I will 
not have my own family challenge my rulings. I have given my word 
and it shall be done. That is it.” 

King Treshand’s heart was hardened. He stormed out of the 
chamber and left his daughter kneeling on the floor. 

Assuenta couldn’t believe that her father was being so cold. 

He wouldn’t listen to anything that she had to say. She lay on the 
floor inside the chamber next to her father’s throne and cried. This 
was her father’s very life that was in jeopardy so she had to keep 
fighting to save him. She walked slowly out of the chamber. As she 
walked down the corridors of the palace she heard voices. She 
couldn’t tell what the voices were saying. 

She got as close to them as she could without being seen. 

Johannson whispered, “What has happened Prince Reyshaunn?” 

“T found the intruders wandering around the palace trying to find a 
way to escape from the kingdom. This only proves that we were right. 
The intruders should have not been left alive. Their presence here will 
bring others to this kingdom. My father doesn’t see this. I will stop 
him the same way that I stopped my grandfather. I was responsible for 
the death of King Machurpa. I did it so that my father could become 
king. My father was willing to wait forever to be king but I wasn’t. I 
did what I had to do to give the throne to my father. He doesn’t know 
it but I gave the throne to him. Now I must take the throne away from 
him because of his weakness. He no longer deserves to keep it. You 
are my father’s most trusted advisor. You see how weak he has 
become.” 

Assuenta heard her very own brother say that he was going to 
destroy his own father the same way that he assassinated their 
grandfather. She was in shock. She couldn’t believe what she had just 
heard. No one in the Land of the Moepek knew who had assassinated 
her grandfather King Machurpa. Now she knew. Knowing who the 
assassin of her grandfather was broke Assuenta’s heart. She had to 
accept the fact that her very own brother was a murderer. She also 
had to accept the fact that her father’s life was in danger and that she 
was the only one in the Kingdom of the Moepek that could help him. 
If she didn’t act quickly her father would die. Assuenta knew that she 
needed help. She was no match for her brother. 

She whispered to herself, “Billy I need your help. I must get you 


out of your resting chamber so that you can help me.” Tears rolled 
down her cheeks. Assuenta walked into the girls’ chambers and said, 
“Hello girls.” 

Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah were all very excited to see the 
princess again. Assuenta laughed out loud as the girls gave her hugs. 
She was just as pleased to see them. 

Rebecca pleaded sincerely for forgiveness. “Princess we really are 
sorry for the trouble that we have caused. We hope that we haven’t 
caused you any trouble. Is your father King Treshand really angry 
with you?” 

“My father is not angry with me over what you have done. The 
problems that I am having with my father have nothing at all to do 
with any of you. You haven’t caused me any trouble and it is I who 
should be apologizing to all of you. I’m sorry for the way that you 
have been treated by my father, my brother and Naeduur. Cheer up. I 
come with good news. I have been able to talk my father into letting 
all of you come out of your chambers and eat with us tonight.” 

“That is good news princess because I am tired of sitting in these 
chambers, ” Samirah said. 

Rebecca asked, “Princess will Billy and Thomas be allowed to eat 
with us also? I want to see them.” 

Atikah asked, “Yes. What about my brother Adam? Will he be 
allowed to join us too?” 

“Yes Rebecca and Atikah,” Assuenta said reassuringly. 

“Your brothers will be joining us for the meal. I would never leave 
them out. Well, you all need to get ready for the meal. I will send 
maidens in the assist you with getting dressed. The evening meal will 
be served soon so please hurry. Try not to worry girls. Everything is 
going to be alright.” 

Princess Assuenta was escorted out of the girls’ chambers by the 
guards. Next she was escorted into the boys’ chambers. 

She walked in and said, “Hello boys.” 

Thomas, Billy and Adam all stood up and said, “Hello princess.” 

“Princess have you seen Rebecca and the other girls?” Billy asked. 

“Yes I have seen them,” the princess responded. “They are all 
alright. I promise. I have talked my father into allowing all of you to 
eat the evening meal with us tonight. I have already given the girls 
the good news.” Princess Assuenta walked over to Billy and held his 
hands. As she did she slipped a note into his right hand. She then 
wrapped her arms around his neck and gave him a kiss on the check 
to throw the guards off. She whispered in his ear, “Please help me 
Billy. Read the note.” Assuenta stood back and said, “Ok guys. I’ll see 
all of you later at the meal. Do not take too long to get ready boys. We 
don’t want to keep the king waiting. Pll see all of you later. I have to 


get ready for the evening meal myself. Goodbye.” The guards escorted 
the princess out of the chambers. 

Adam asked, “Billy what is it?” 

Billy said, “Princess Assuenta slipped me this note.” Thomas said, 
“Well read it. I want to know what it says.” Billy said angrily, “Wait a 
minute.” He began to read the note out loud. The princess’ note said: 

“Billy I need your help. King Treshand is in grave danger and he 
doesn’t even know it. Isabella, the king’s very own Advisor Johannson, 
the Warriors Baltazar and Cadmon are all in on the plot with my 
brother. King Treshand is about to be assassinated by his very own son 
Prince Reyshaunn and I believe that it is going to happen tonight at 
the evening meal. Billy my brother is evil. I found out recently that 
my brother is the one that was responsible for the assassination of my 
grandfather King Machurpa! Remember, I told all of you about the 
death of my grandfather and the statue that had been resurrected in 
his honor. My brother is a murderer! I will not let him assassinate my 
father also. He did it once to my family but, he shall not do it twice. I 
can stop him but I can’t do it alone. Billy, my life is also in danger. 
The prince has the option of banishing me from the kingdom if I 
oppose him without proof. I could be forced to live in the jungles 
outside of the kingdom for the rest of my life. There are others living 
out in the jungles who have already been banished from the kingdom 
in the pas. They are nothing but rebels now. I can’t live amongst them 
Billy. I would never survive. Please Billy. Please say that you'll help 
me.” 

Princess Assuenta 

“Wow. This is deep,” Thomas said as he sat back down. 

Adam asked, “Even if what the princess says is true how are you 
going to stop the king’s assassination?” 

Thomas said, “Yeah. King Treshand is very stubborn. He doesn’t 
listen to anybody. He certainly isn’t going to listen to any of us. If the 
king won’t even listen to his own daughter what makes you think that 
he is going to listen to you? He loves his daughter, but he hates you. 
You're going to get all of us beheaded.” 

“Shut up Thomas,” Billy replied. “Pll think of something at dinner 
tonight. I’ll follow the princess’ lead and just back her up. We have to 
trust her in this. We’re apparently all the help she has. We can’t let her 
down. She has stood up for us to her father, the prince and Naeduur. 
It is time for us to stand up for her. Besides, if we don’t help her King 
Treshand will lose his life.” 

Right before the evening meal Prince Reyshaunn walked up to 
Isabella’s chambers. He softly knocked on the doors so that no one 
else could hear him. 

Isabella whispered, “Hurry! Close the doors behind you.” 


The prince hurried into the chambers and closed the doors behind 
him. 

“Did anyone see you?” 

“No Isabella. No one saw me coming. I’m no fool.” 

She whispered, “I know that you are not a fool my prince. Give it 
here.” She took the bottle out of Prince Reyshaunn’s hands. She 
walked over to her vanity table and placed the bottle of water on the 
vanity. Isabella lifted up a black jar and opened it. She whispered to 
herself, “Ah! This is the most potent African violet poison in the entire 
Kingdom of the Moepek. No one can survive even one drop of this 
poison. The king himself is no match against the power of my magic. 
This will finish him once and for all. Soon the Land of the Moepek will 
be mine. It will be mine and that of my prince.” 

“Isabella hurry up. You can fantasize later. We don’t have much 
time. The evening meal will soon begin. Soon the king’s court and all 
of his other guests will be arriving in the eating chamber and it will be 
too late for me to slip the bottle back to the food taster.” 

Isabella poured a couple of drops of the poison into the bottle of 
water and handed it back to the prince. She whispered, “Remember, 
no one else must taste from this. This must be given to the king and 
no one else. We shall deal with your mother the queen at a later time. 
For now, let’s just worry about the king. When you get to the royal 
dining area hand this to the Royal Taster Boltar. He knows what to do. 
Hurry! You must go now my prince.” 

“Nothing is going to stop us now,” Prince Reyshaunn said with 
confidence. Isabella placed her hand gently on the side of his face. 

He rushed out of the chamber. The prince handed the bottle of 
poisoned water to Boltar who slipped it into his pocket. Everyone 
arrived at the dining chamber for the meal. 

Prince Reyshaunn signaled for the Royal Tasters Boltar, India, 
Idalia, Zulu and Shalazar to begin tasting all of the food and drink. 
Boltar pretended to taste the bottle of poisoned water but he really 
didn’t. No one saw him except Princess Assuenta and Billy. They both 
knew immediately that the bottle of water he was holding so closely 
to his body was the poisoned drink meant for King Treshand. They 
both looked at each other with a look of acknowledgement. Assuenta 
was about to speak out, but Billy signaled with his hand for her to 
keep quiet at that moment. She understood what he was trying to say 
and she stayed quiet. The serving maidens that were standing off to 
the side started to serve the meal to the diners. 

The Royal Taster Boltar poured the king a drink from the poisoned 
bottle of water. He was very nervous. His hands were shaking a little. 
He handed it to one of the maidens. She noticed how nervous Boltar 
was but she didn’t understand why. She looked curiously at him but 


said nothing. She had no idea about the assassination plot against the 
king. She walked over to the table to hand King Treshand the 
poisoned water. Billy was very nervous as well. He wanted to help 
stop the plot to assassinate the king but he didn’t know exactly how 
he was going to do it. The princess had asked for his help at the last 
moment. Billy was not prepared to deal with any of this. Billy stood 
up quickly and bumped into the maiden on purpose. He didn’t know 
what else to do to stop the king from being assassinated. 

Thomas and Adam knew what Billy was trying to do because they 
had both heard the note that the princess had written to Billy. 
Rebecca, Atikah and Samirah had no idea what was going on. Rebecca 
looked at her brother curiously. 

She didn’t understand why he was being so clumsy. The maiden 
spilled the poisoned water on the floor. 

Queen Raashinda said, “Don’t worry young visitor. It was just an 
accident. There is plenty of water in the Kingdom of the Moepek.” 
Everyone started laughing. 

The maiden bowed her head and said, “Excuse me your majesty.” 
She backed away and went to get more water. 

Prince Reyshaunn said angrily, “Sit back down to the table now 
Billy. Try not to be such an idiot.” 

Billy sat back down at the dining table. 

Princess Assuenta said to her brother, “Don’t talk to him like that 
Reyshaunn. It was only an accident. He doesn’t deserve to be treated 
like that over a cup of water. What about you Reyshaunn? What about 
your respect? What about your respect for our father?” 

Queen Raashinda was terrified. She knew that at that moment her 
son could have her only daughter banished from the Land of the 
Moepek forever. The royal taster with the bottle of poisoned water 
poured King Treshand another cup. 

He handed it to the maiden and she started to walk over to the 
king to hand it to him. 

Billy yelled out, “No king! Do not drink from that cup of water.” 

“What is the meaning of this outburst?” the king asked with total 
confusion. “I have invited all of you to dine with us at my daughter’s 
request and this is the way you behave before my presence? What is 
the matter with you? Have you gone mad?” 

Rebecca whispered, “What are you doing? Are you purposely 
trying to get us locked back up in that dungeon? I won’t go back there 
Billy. I won’t. Stop what you’re doing. Stop it now.” 

“T can’t stop Rebecca. That cup of water has poison in it. If King 
Treshand drinks from that cup he’ll die.” 

Everyone in the room was shocked and started whispering amongst 
themselves. Queen Raashinda was terrified. Princess Assuenta was 


relieved to know that she had an ally who was helping her to try and 
keep her father the king alive. 

Prince Reyshaunn enraged. He yelled, “Father this is an insult. He 
is trying to cause tension and trouble amongst this kingdom. I told 
you when they first arrived here in our kingdom that they should be 
destroyed. Now you see that I am right.” 

“You have disrupted this kingdom enough,” the king said angrily. 
“T have grown tired of allowing you to live amongst us. My son is 
right. I will put a stop to this now by having all of your lives end.” 

Queen Raashinda pleaded, “No my king.” 

Princess Assuenta cried out, “Father please! Listen to Billy. He is 
right. My brother, your very own son Prince Reyshaunn and Isabella 
along with those warriors standing over there and your long-time 
friend and advisor Johannson, have all plotted to assassinate you my 
king this very evening.” 

The prince’s fiancée Lady Stephanie began to cry. She cried out, 
“Reyshaunn no.” 

Reyshaunn yelled, “You dare betray me my sister. You dare 
question the very love that I have for my father the king? You would 
take the word of these strangers over me? Father I’m your only son. 
Will you allow your very own blood son to be dishonored my king?” 

King Treshand yelled, “You dare humiliate and dishonor your 
brother the prince in front of this court and our other guests? I am 
very disappointed in you my child.” 

Assuenta cried out, “Father please listen to me.” 

Queen Raashinda cried, “My king please have compassion. She is 
our only daughter.” 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “Guards! Take her away.” 

Billy yelled, “No! Wait. King I beg you. Please have the royal taster 
take one sip of water from the bottle of poisoned water. After that you 
can take the princess and all of us away and have us destroyed. Please 
king.” 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “My father the king will not dignify your 
request. Guards take them all away immediately. Do as I command!” 

“Enough!” the king yelled. “Everyone stop. This is still my 
kingdom. I rule here. I shall decide what is going to happen in this 
matter. Guards, escort that taster over to me. Also take the spears 
from the Warriors Baltazar and Cadmon.” 

The Head Warrior Naeduur, the Warrior Galan, the Warrior Pallas 
and seven other Moepek warriors took the spears out of the traitor 
warriors’ hands and held them captive. 

Naeduur yelled to Baltazar and Cadmon, “You two are a disgrace 
to the Moepek warriors. Neither of you deserve to be warriors. If what 
has been said here tonight is true the two of you shall be severely 


punished.” 

Johannson stood up and started to leave the table. 

King Treshand yelled, “Sit back down Johannson. Don’t you move 
either. Guard, do not let him out of this chamber until I get to the 
bottom of this.” 

Another guard walked up behind Johannson and held up a spear 
over him. 

Johannson became frightened. He pleaded, “My lord. I am 
innocent in this situation. I have done nothing my king. I have been at 
your side for many years and I would never dream of causing you any 
harm. These young intruders and Princess Assuenta are mistaken.” 

“Shut up Johannson,” the king responded. “I shall deal with you 
later. Guards! Bring the taster to me at once.” 

One of the guards yelled, “Move!” 

King Treshand handed the royal taster the cup of poisoned water. 
The royal taster’s hand was shaking as he raised the cup of water to 
his mouth. The man was terrified but he knew that he had no choice 
but to obey the king. Suddenly, the taster turned the cup of water over 
and it spilled on the floor. 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “Father this is ridiculous. Why are you 
listening to the intruder?” 

Billy yelled, “King over there. There is a whole bottle of poisoned 
water on the table in that corner. I saw the Taster Boltar place the 
bottle of water on the table. That is where the taster got the poisoned 
cup of water from.” 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “I'll put an end to this myself.” He 
started to walk over to the table to destroy the entire bottle of 
poisoned water. 

King Treshand yelled, “Guard!” A guard stood in front of the table 
to prevent Prince Reyshaunn from destroying the bottle of poisoned 
water. 

Prince Reyshaunn turned around and yelled, “Father! Why aren’t 
you listening to me? I am prince in the Land of the Moepek. Doesn’t 
my word mean anything to you?” 

King Treshand said sadly, “Move out of the way Reyshaunn.” 

“Guard, bring that bottle of water to me.” 

Another guard picked up the bottle of poisoned water and walked 
over to the king. The guard poured more water into the cup that the 
taster was holding. The guard took the cup out of the taster’s hand 
and forcefully made him take a sip. 

Suddenly, the man started to tremble. He had trouble breathing. 
He was gasping for air. White foam came out of his mouth. His body 
started to convulse. He collapsed to the floor and died. 

King Treshand yelled, “Guards! Take Prince Reyshaunn, the 


Moepek Warriors Baltazar and Cadmon, my so-called friend and 
advisor Johannson and Isabella into custody at once.” 

Isabella had already run out of the dining chamber before anyone 
could see her. Princess Assuenta yelled, “Where is Isabella?” 

Queen Raashinda cried, “Why Reyshaunn? Why would you plan 
your own father’s death? How could you allow him to be 
assassinated? Don’t you love him at all? Do you love any of us? You 
would actually allow your very own father to be poisoned?” 

Assuenta said sadly, “Mother there is more.” She turned to her 
father and whispered, “My king I am so sorry. I have to tell you 
more.” 

King Treshand asked apologetically, “What is it my daughter? I 
shall listen to everything that you have to say for now and forever 
more.” 

“My king I am so sorry. I also heard Prince Reyshaunn admit to 
assassinating your father King Machurpa. He had him poisoned the 
same way he tried to have you poisoned tonight. I heard my own 
brother admit to doing it.” 

Queen Raashinda and the entire crowd in the dining area gasped. 
They were all shocked at the news that Princess Assuenta had just 
revealed. 

King Treshand was heartbroken. He said sadly, “Reyshaunn you 
were to be my legacy. You were to take over this kingdom after my 
death and rule this land. Your greed and impatience has destroyed all 
my dreams for you. I have no other sons to take your place so your 
sister Princess Assuenta will one day rule as queen. Assuenta listen to 
what I have to say.” 

“Yes father.” 

“Assuenta when you become queen do not trust anyone my 
daughter. Keep your enemies close to you so that you can keep a close 
eye on them. Rule this kingdom with an iron fist. Treat the Kingdom 
of the Moepek as it were your very own mother. Love her and honor 
her always. And if anyone betrays her destroy them. Destroy anyone 
who is a threat to you or this kingdom. Do you understand what I am 
saying my child? I want you to rule this kingdom with courage and 
strength.” 

“Yes my king.” 

King Treshand turned back to his son. “You destroyed my father 
King Machurpa. Why? Why did you do it my son? Did you not know 
how much he loved you? Did you not love him back? Do you not love 
any of us my son?” 

Prince Reyshaunn yelled, “Father I did it for you. If it weren’t for 
me you would have had to wait for years before you became king. I 
did it so that you wouldn’t have to wait any longer to be king. I gave 


the kingdom to you. I gave the throne to you father. I did it, not you. I 
did it for you father.” 

King Treshand yelled, “No my son. You did not do these things for 
me. You did it for yourself. You destroyed my father and your very 
own grandfather so that I could become king and then you attempted 
to destroy me so that you could become king. What? Did you think 
that I would be grateful to you for what you have done? You wanted 
both me and your grandfather out of the way. Well, now I want you 
out of the way. I shall never see your face again. From this moment on 
you are no longer my son.” 


Chapter 13 


Meanwhile, Isabella ran through the palace and into the gardens. 
She was frightened and angry. She was like a wounded animal. There 
was no way that she was going to allow the Moepek warriors to take 
her into custody. As she ran out of the palace she knocked down 
statues and smashed them against the floor. She walked past the 
beautiful flowers in the gardens and waved her hand. Suddenly, all 
the flowers in the garden turned black, shriveled up and died. Isabella 
walked past Assuenta’s petting zoo. She waved her hand in the air and 
suddenly all the locked cages unlocked themselves letting all of the 
animals run free. Monkeys, lions, horses, elephants, and zebras were 
running everywhere. The horses tried to escape from the kingdom 
back into the jungle. The elephants stampeded throughout the 
kingdom. Lions were running loose. When the people in the kingdom 
saw the lions running loose they screamed and ran. 

The animal handler Mahiri rushed over and yelled, “Isabella what 
are you doing?” She ignored him. 

Three lions circled one of the handlers. He grabbed a taming stick 
and used it to keep the lions from attacking him. 

The animal handler Nabil yelled, “Hold it right there Isabella. 
Where do you think you are going?” She looked at Nabil angrily. She 
put her hand up and the power from her hand forced Nabil up into the 
air. He flew through the air and into a tree. He was knocked 
unconscious. Several more animal handlers ran after her. Isabella 
turned around and pointed her finger at the men. Suddenly, fire 
landed right in front of the men and then turned into a great ball of 
fire blocking the men’s path so that they couldn’t chase after her. 

Isabella climbed onto one of the horses. She rode the horse to the 
front entrance of the kingdom. She used her magic to force the 
warriors who were guarding the entrance to the gate to fly through 
the air and fly right into each other. They all screamed as they flew 
through the air. They were all knocked unconscious. She used her 
magic to force the entrance to the front of the kingdom open. She 
knew that warriors were chasing after her. Isabella pointed her finger 
at the ground. 

Suddenly there was an explosion right in front of Naeduur and his 
warriors. You could also see a lot of smoke. Some of the horses were 
so startled from the explosion that the warriors lost control of some of 
them. Some of the warriors were thrown by the horses to the ground. 
Naeduur took his spear and threw it through the air at her. The spear 
went right into Isabella but then suddenly she disappeared. All that 


the warriors could see was smoke. They didn’t know whether Isabella 
was alive or dead. When the smoke cleared she was gone. She simply 
vanished into thin air. A large crowd of Moepek people gathered 
around to see what had happened. 

The parents of the missing children were all there also. As soon as 
Isabella disappeared the missing children reappeared right in front of 
the crowd. Tex, Alexis, Latifa, Katalina and Beneatha ran up to their 
children and gave them all big hugs. 

The crowd of Moepek people began to cheer and clap their hands. 

Prince Reyshaunn was stripped of his title as Prince of the Land of 
the Moepek. He would never be king. Princess Assuenta would rule as 
queen of the Land of the Moepek upon her parents’ death. Prince 
Reyshaunn and the other traitors were escorted to the front entrance 
of the kingdom. 

King Treshand would not attend the banishment ceremony. 

He was too heartbroken to know that he had to order his only son 
banished from the kingdom forever. The king’s holy men were at the 
banishment ceremony. Abramson, Acanthus and Bertamus stood off to 
the side and prayed for Prince Reyshaunn. Queen Raashinda, Princess 
Assuenta, the Teen Archaeologists, several warriors, all of the 
maidens, and the prince’s fiancée Lady Stephanie were all there at the 
banishment ceremony. Lady Stephanie’s mother Lady Zahara and her 
sister Lady Dafna stood by her side. They comforted Lady Stephanie as 
she cried. 

Rebecca whispered, “What’s going to happen to them Billy?” 

Rebecca’s brother Billy said, “The jungle is their kingdom now.” 

Queen Raashinda and Assuenta cried and tried to comfort each 
other. There was nothing more to be said. The prince’s best friend and 
cousin Victor stood in the background off to the side. Nobody knew 
that he was even there. He didn’t have the heart to get too close to the 
prince. He didn’t know what to say to him. He was so disappointed in 
the prince that he decided to let go of him emotionally and just move 
on with his life. He walked away from the banishing ceremony and 
never looked back. 

Prince Reyshaunn said angrily, “I guess you finally got what you 
wanted little sister. You shall be queen someday and I shall be 
nothing.” 

Princess Assuenta couldn’t believe that Prince Reyshaunn had 
grown so cold. She looked in his eyes and saw emptiness. 

She didn’t even recognize her brother anymore. She cried, “I never 
wanted to stop you from being king. I never wanted any of this. You 
can’t possibly blame this on me. You did this to yourself brother.” 

King Treshand sent the Lion Ashanba to accompany his son into 
the jungle and keep him safe from predators. Prince Reyshaunn yelled, 


“Ashanba come.” He ran into the jungle with Ashanba at his side. The 
Warriors Baltazar and Cadmon ran after him. 

The king’s advisor Johannson yelled, “Don’t leave me. Wait for 
me.” He ran out of the kingdom after them. Johannson was sixty-two 
years old so he had a difficult time keeping up with the young 
warriors. 

Meanwhile Anthony, Elizabeth, Jabril, Babatunde, Benjamin and 
the hunters arrived at the Nile River. Elizabeth turned around and 
screamed. 

Anthony yelled, “Run!” 

Everyone ran over to the edge of the waterfall and jumped off the 
cliff. Anthony grabbed Elizabeth’s hand and the two of them jumped 
off the cliff together into the water. The last of the hunters tried to 
escape from the gigantic snake that was chasing after them. He 
jumped off the cliff but it was too late. The gigantic snake slithered its 
way from behind the waterfall and wrapped its entire body around the 
man. 

The snake pulled him underneath the water as they fell in. 

The waters of the Nile River were particularly rough. The group of 
rescuers was pushed down river just like the Teen Archaeologists had 
been. 

Elizabeth yelled, “Anthony you have leeches all over you.” 

Anthony said, “Get the little vampires off of me.” Elizabeth, 
Babatunde and Jabril pulled the leeches off of Anthony and threw 
them back into the water. Anthony and the others finally reached the 
Pyramid of the Moepeks. 

Elizabeth cried out with despair, “Anthony the kids are nowhere to 
be found.” 

“They must be inside the pyramid honey. Let’s go.” They entered 
into the pyramid in search of the teens. Anthony asked, “Jabril now 
what?” 

Jabril yelled, “Look! There is the opening that leads deep into the 
pyramid. The kids have discovered the secret to getting deep into the 
pyramid. They have done it. My granddaughter must be using the 
map.” 

“Well, let’s go,” Elizabeth said anxiously. “I want to find the kids. 
Come on.” 

Anthony whispered, “Honey stay close to me. If anything were to 
happen to you I don’t know what I would do.” 

“Don’t worry about me Anthony. Just find our kids.” The group of 
rescuers finally made it to the chamber that led down into the 
Kingdom of the Moepek. Elizabeth cried, “Anthony the kids are not in 
here. The only thing I see is a gigantic sarcophagus. This is the last 
chamber in the pyramid. What are we going to do?” 


Jabril said, “Don’t panic. It’s not over yet.” 

“What do you mean Jabril?” Anthony asked curiously. 

“Talk to me man.” 

Jabril said enthusiastically, “The fact that we don’t see the kids 
doesn’t mean that they didn’t make it to this chamber. It probably 
means that they have made it to the Land of the Moepek.” 

“T told you I don’t believe in this lost civilization,” Anthony yelled. 
“Where are our kids?” 

“Anthony for the kids’ sake I think it’s time we listen to Jabril,” 
Elizabeth pleaded. “If the kids are in the lost city then our belief will 
be the only thing that saves them. Without that belief they could be 
lost to us forever.” 

Anthony said apologetically, “I’m sorry. You’re right. Now is not 
the time to debate.” 

“There is an opening going down into the sarcophagus,” Jabril 
called out with excitement. 

“We found it. We found it. We have found the lost City of the 
Moepek.” 

“No Jabril,” Elizabeth said with relief. “We have found the kids.” 

“Let’s go,” Anthony said. The group walked over to the 
sarcophagus and looked down into it. Anthony said, “There are 
several thick vines leading down into the sarcophagus. We can climb 
down.” 

Meanwhile, down in the Land of the Moepek the wall leading into 
the kingdom opened up again revealing sunshine. It was as though the 
Land of the Moepek was inviting the rescuers into the kingdom to 
rescue the children. 

The Kingdom of the Moepek was alive from the souls and spirits of 
all the kings, queens, princes, and princesses that had passed on from 
this life. Their memories would live on forever in the minds of those 
that now lived in the Land of the Moepek. 

“Let the hunters go down first,” Benjamin said with courage. “If 
there is anything down there they can stop it before we enter.” 

“That’s a good idea,” Anthony replied. “I want Elizabeth safe. Let 
the hunters go first. Elizabeth you stay close to me.” 

The hunters climbed one by one into the gigantic sarcophagus. 
Anthony looked down into the sarcophagus and said, “I don’t see the 
hunters anymore. They must have made it. If it wasn’t safe they would 
have signaled us by now. Let’s go.” Anthony, Elizabeth, Babatunde, 
Jabril and Benjamin followed behind the hunters. Suddenly, the group 
saw sunlight shining from the bottom. 

Elizabeth asked, “Where is that sunlight coming from?” Jabril said, 
“It’s coming from the lost civilization of the Moepek. We found it.” 
Once they reached the bottom of the sarcophagus they looked around 


at the beautiful tropical jungle of the Moepek. 

Elizabeth said, “Anthony this is an entirely different world from 
our own. It is breathtaking. I have never seen anything as beautiful as 
this. It’s like a tropic oasis. Anthony that’s a gigantic Venus flytrap 
over there. Look at the size of that thing. It’s big enough to swallow a 
man whole.” 

Anthony asked with concern, “Where are the hunters?” They all 
turned around but saw no hunters. Then they looked over at the giant 
Venus flytrap plant which in the Land of the Moepek was capable of 
swallowing a human whole. Anthony thought about the missing 
hunters and then whispered sarcastically, “No way.” 

Suddenly, the hunters all stood up from behind the bushes and 
trees. Anthony didn’t know it at the time but two men had been hit in 
the neck with poisonous darts. Several African warriors stood behind 
each of the hunters with spears pointed at them. The hunters were the 
warriors’ prisoners. Not only were the hunters their prisoners, but 
Elizabeth, Anthony, Benjamin, Babatunde and Jabril were their 
prisoners also. 

The Moepek warriors forced the group of rescuers to walk with 
them toward the palace of King Treshand and Queen Raashinda. 

Anthony said with sincerity, “King we are truly sorry for coming to 
your land. All we want is our children. We want nothing else from you 
or your land. Just give us our children and we will be on our way.” 

“You do not understand. Now that you have all come here we can 
never let you leave. You will all have to stay here in the Land of the 
Moepek forever.” 

Anthony stood up and yelled at the king, “Give us back our 
children!” One of the warriors knocked Anthony to the floor and 
pulled out his short dagger. 

The king yelled, “Stop!” The warrior put his dagger away. 

King Treshand signaled for several warriors to go and get the 
teens. Soon the warriors reappeared with Rebecca, Billy, Thomas, 
Atikah, Adam and Samirah. 

When the kids saw the adults they all started screaming and crying 
out. Billy, Rebecca and Thomas yelled, “Mom! Dad!” They ran over to 
their parents and hugged them. 

Samirah yelled, “Father and grandfather is that you?” She ran over 
to them and gave them a hug. Samirah hugged her grandfather Jabril 
first. Then she reached over and hugged her father Babatunde. 

Adam and Atikah felt safe for the first time in days. 

Babatunde whispered, “Your parents sent us to find you both. I 
promised that I would bring you both back to them safely and I will.” 

King Treshand stood up from his throne. He said sternly, “I have 
given my order. You and your family and friends will never be able to 


leave here. So it shall be done.” The king yelled, “Guards. Take them 
away.” 

Several Moepek warriors pointed their spears at the teens and all 
of their rescuers. Benjamin looked over at Anthony and the hunters. 
Benjamin didn’t have to say anything. The men all knew what they 
had to do. Anthony and the other men overpowered the guards who 
were escorting them. They took the warriors’ spears from them and 
held them hostage. 

The king yelled, “What are you doing?” 

Benjamin said sarcastically, “Were leaving. No offence king but we 
don’t want to stay in your land. Thank you for your hospitality but we 
have to go now. Have a nice day.” Anthony, Benjamin and his men 
tied Naeduur and his warriors up. Then the group rushed out of the 
palace and toward the front entrance of the gigantic wall that 
surrounded the kingdom. Naeduur yelled for his men to get their 
spears and go with him in search of the teens and their rescuers. 

King Treshand yelled, “I am accompanying you Naeduur. I want to 
be there when the intruders are caught. I want to witness their 
destruction myself. Let’s go.” 

Naeduur, King Treshand and the Moepek warriors traveling with 
them caught up with the teens and their rescuers in the jungle. 

Naeduur yelled, “Hold it right there.” 

Suddenly, several strange men blocked all of their way and held 
them all as hostages. A man’s voice yelled, “No. All of you hold it 
right there.” 

Anthony asked curiously, “Who are you? How did you get here? 
What do you want?” 

One of the men walked forward and said, “We got here by 
following you. You didn’t even know that we were following you. You 
made it so easy for us. You led us right here. It doesn’t really matter 
who I am but my name is Sebastian. What do I want? I want treasures. 
I want lots and lots of treasures. My men here with me also want lots 
and lots of treasures. We want diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and any 
antiquities that we find. We are going to take everything that we can 
from this kingdom and you guys are going to help us do it.” Sebastian 
yelled to King Treshand, Naeduur and his men, “All of you get over 
there with the rest of them.” 

King Treshand whispered, “I told you that you should not have 
come here. You have brought death and destruction to our kingdom.” 

Anthony whispered, “I’m sorry king. We didn’t mean to lead these 
men here. They are not with us. I promise you that.” 

“It doesn’t matter if you are with them or not. You led them right 
to us and because of that my family and kingdom and my people are 
in grave danger. This is your fault.” Suddenly they all heard a loud 


scream. The ground began to shake with every foot step. The ground 
shook so hard that some of the group lost their balance and fell. 

Elizabeth asked with fear, “Anthony what is that?” 

“I don’t know. King what is that? Are we having an earthquake?” 

King Treshand yelled, “It is the giant gorilla beast. He’s coming.” 

Benjamin yelled, “Who is coming?” 

“A giant gorilla. He is a gigantic creature. That is why we have 
built the gigantic wall around our kingdom.” Anthony whispered to 
himself sarcastically, “I was wondering why this place was surrounded 
by a gigantic wall.” 

King Treshand said, “We built it to keep the giant gorilla out of our 
kingdom. We must get the children and the woman back inside the 
walls of the kingdom to safety. They are not safe out here with us.” 

Suddenly, a gigantic gorilla about twenty-one feet tall and 
weighing over eight-hundred pounds ran right up behind Sebastian 
and his group of thieves. The gorilla yelled out and banged his fists 
against his massive chest. It yelled so loudly that the monkeys in the 
trees ran and hid. Sebastian and his group turned around quickly and 
tried to defend themselves against the huge gorilla creature. 

Anthony yelled, “Elizabeth, you and the kids get back inside the 
walls of the kingdom and then run to the palace and join the queen.” 

Billy yelled, “Dad I want to stay here with you.” 

“Billy you heard what I said. Move it. Go with your mother.” 

Elizabeth cried out, “Anthony? What about you? You are not safe 
out here either.” 

“T must stay here with the King and protect this kingdom. If I don’t 
everyone will perish. Get inside like I said. Take the kids.” 

Once on the other side of the wall Elizabeth and the teens ran 
through the kingdom near the palace to join Queen Raashinda and 
Princess Assuenta. Anthony, Benjamin and his men, Babatunde, Jabril, 
Naeduur and his men and King Treshand all ran closer toward the 
great wall surrounding the kingdom. They would do anything to stop 
the gigantic gorilla from entering the Kingdom of the Moepek and 
endangering the lives of the people. The men got their weapons ready 
and waited. The gigantic creature yelled out and then reached down 
and picked up one of Sebastian’s men named Walker. 

The gigantic gorilla threw him up into the air and across the 
jungle. He screamed out as he flew through the air. The creature took 
the back of his left hand and knocked Sebastian’s men Waldo, Aaron, 
Madison, Magnus, Dallas, Vadimas, Jason, Ignacio and Baldwin into 
some trees. It banged its fists against its chest. It took both its fists and 
banged them on the ground so hard that the ground shook. The 
creature then pulled a very large tree up from its roots and threw it at 
Sebastian’s men Fabien, Pablo, Hamilton, Ulrich and Wade. 


It knocked the men into the jungle with the large tree. The giant 
gorilla then picked up Wallace and Mack and threw them up into the 
air. Next, the beast chased after Calder, Callahan Dalton and Bailey. It 
knocked them into the forest with the back of his hand. Sebastian 
started to run toward Anthony and the others. He was yelling, “Help 
me! Help me!” He tried to run away but the creature was too fast for 
him. 

The beast caught up to Sebastian. It reached down, picked him up 
into the air and threw him across the jungle. 

Queen Raashinda and Princess Assuenta met Elizabeth and the 
teens in the kingdom. Queen Raashinda asked with concern, “Where is 
the king?” 

Elizabeth said, “A gigantic beast came from nowhere and jumped 
right in front of us. That thing is huge. It’s a monster.” 

Queen Raashinda said, “The beast is the reason why we have built 
such a magnificent stone, marble and cement wall around our entire 
kingdom. The wall separates our kingdom from the jungles that the 
gigantic creature inhabits.” Elizabeth whispered to herself 
sarcastically, “I was wondering why there was a gigantic wall 
surrounding this kingdom.” 

The queen continued, “Behind the wall we have been safe so far. 
The giant gorilla has not been able to breech our wall up until now. 
We seldom leave the kingdom and go into the jungle. What has 
become of our husbands and the others?” Elizabeth said with concern, 
“They are still out there defending all of us and this kingdom. I’m 
terrified for them all. I wish there was something that we could do to 
help them.” 

Queen Raashinda said, “There is.” She yelled, “Guards! The gorilla 
creature is near. It is very near the entrance. Close the entrance into 
the kingdom.” 

Elizabeth yelled, “No! You cannot close the gates. Queen, your 
husband and Anthony are both out there.” 

Queen Raashinda said regrettably, “Elizabeth I understand how 
you feel. I love my husband too but you must understand. I am queen. 
When my husband is not here I am not only responsible for this 
kingdom but every man, woman and child living behind these walls. I 
need to be strong for all of them even at the risk of your husband and 
mine. King Treshand would expect no different of me. Even if the king 
must die the kingdom must be protected. And I’m sure your husband 
understands that. I wish the king was safe. I wish he had not gone 
outside of the wall looking for you. It is too dangerous. He is not safe 
even with his warriors at his side. But King Treshand understood the 
dangers when he went outside of the kingdom. He is willing to 
sacrifice his life for the survival of this kingdom and the people living 


within it. I am willing to sacrifice my life as well.” 

The giant beast let out a loud scream. Elizabeth, Queen Raashinda, 
Princess Assuenta and the Teen Archaeologists heard the gigantic 
gorilla scream. The creature walked toward the Kingdom of the 
Moepek. He pulled up another large tree from its roots and threw it 
over the huge wall that surrounded the kingdom. Everyone inside of 
the kingdom saw the tree coming toward the kingdom and ran for 
cover. The tree landed right in the middle of the garden near the 
palace and knocked down some smaller trees. The citizens of the 
Kingdom of the Moepek screamed and ran. 

Queen Raashinda said, “Follow me.” She led Elizabeth, Rebecca, 
Samirah, Thomas, Billy, Princess Assuenta, Atikah and Adam to the 
east side of the kingdom. Several warriors were already aiming the 
huge catapult at the gigantic gorilla. 

The Moepek warriors released the catapult and it flung several 
gigantic boulders through the air, over the wall and right at the giant 
gorilla. The gigantic boulders hit the creature right in the chest. The 
giant gorilla fell backwards but remained on his feet. He yelled out 
again. The giant gorilla picked up another tree from its roots and 
threw it over the gigantic wall. He was furious. Several warriors threw 
their spears up into the air at the giant gorilla. 

The Warrior Petiri yelled, “Load the catapult again.” The warriors 
loaded several more gigantic boulders onto the weapon and defended 
themselves against the creature. The giant gorilla ran up to the 
gigantic wall. He took his fists and banged on the gigantic wall. Some 
dirt and pieces of rock fell to the ground and into the air. The gigantic 
wall was too sturdy for the creature to knock down. 

Queen Raashinda yelled, “Now!” The warriors released the weapon 
and the gigantic boulders flew through the air and hit the gigantic 
gorilla in the chest again. The giant beast got fed up with being hit. 
He yelled out, beat his chest with his fists and then went back into the 
jungle. The people of the Moepek came out of their homes and 
shelters. They watched the giant gorilla as he went off into the jungle. 

Queen Raashinda, Elizabeth, Princess Assuenta and the Teen 
Archaeologists met the king, Anthony and the other men inside the 
palace. Elizabeth and her kids all ran over to Anthony and gave him a 
hug. 

Elizabeth said, “Thank goodness you are alright. I was so scared.” 
Anthony hugged his wife. 

Princess Assuenta cried, “Father.” She ran to her father and gave 
him a hug. 

King Treshand said, “The beast is gone. Fret not my child. We are 
all safe.” He yelled to the guards, “Close the entrance into the 
kingdom.” The king then walked over to Anthony and shook his hand. 


“Thank you for all of the help that you and the others have given to 
me and my people. We are indebted to you all.” 

Anthony said, “King Treshand it’s been a pleasure helping you and 
again I apologize for endangering the Kingdom of the Moepek by 
leading those other men into your world. We had no idea that we 
were being followed.” 

“Well, it is of no consequence at this point. The men are no longer 
a threat to us. The giant beast saw to that.” The king walked over to 
his queen and said, “Queen Raashinda you handled yourself as a true 
queen and leader of this kingdom in my absence. I can always depend 
on you in times of trouble. You are a true Moepek warrior. You kept 
this kingdom and all of our people safe. You stayed strong in time of 
fear and showed yourself to be a strong leader. You have done this 
kingdom well. I am truly honored to have you as my queen. I have 
never been more proud of you than I am right at this moment.” 

Queen Raashinda bowed her head and said, “My king.” Princess 
Assuenta smiled. Elizabeth, Anthony and the Teen Archaeologists all 
smiled as well. 

Just at that moment the princess’ close friend Sharqueel and his 
parents walked over to the group. Sharqueel stood right in front of the 
king and his parents stood right behind him. He said nervously, “My 
king I must speak to you now. It is of the utmost importance. King you 
know that the princess and I have been friends since we were both 
children. We have grown up together. We have learned, played, 
feared, hurt, cried and fought together throughout the years. Now we 
are in love. King I am asking for your daughter’s hand in marriage.” 

King Treshand said, “You have my blessing Sharqueel.” Sharqueel 
walked over to the princess and kneeled down. 

He took her hand and said, “Assuenta you know that I love you 
very much and I always have. You mean everything to me. You are 
my best friend. You and I have grown up together and we know 
everything about each other. We belong together. Princess Assuenta 
will you marry me?” 

Assuenta became very emotional. She had tears in her eyes. She 
said, “Yes Sharqueel you are my dearest friend and I will always love 
you. Yes. I will marry you.” 

The crowd that had gathered around to witness the proposal from 
Sharqueel all cheered and clapped their hands. Everyone was very 
excited to hear that their beloved Princess Assuenta was going to be a 
bride and that Sharqueel was going to sit at her side as king when the 
time came. 

King Treshand smiled and looked at his daughter. He said, “I am so 
proud of you my daughter. One day you shall be a magnificent queen. 
You shall rule this kingdom just as your mother has and now you will 


have an honorable man as king at your side. I trust Sharqueel with 
your very life and I am proud to have him as my son-in-law.” 

“Father what of our guests? They did help us with the beast. Let 
them go home father. I trust them and I feel that you can too.” 

King Treshand said with pride, “You are only nineteen years old 
and wise beyond your years. I will let the strangers go home as you 
want my little princess.” 

“Father before you send them home I have but one more request.” 

King Treshand asked sarcastically as he laughed, “Another request? 
What is it this time my child?” 

“It takes many moons to prepare for a wedding. Father I want the 
visitors to see me become a bride. We could always have the formal 
ceremony later. Let’s have a small ceremony so that the Billy, Samirah 
and the others can witness my marriage before they return to their 
own land.” 

Everyone was escorted to the resting chambers to rest. 

Rebecca helped the maidens give her mom a manicure and 
pedicure. Samirah and Atikah helped brush her hair. Then they took 
her to the dressing chamber. 

Rebecca said with excitement, “Mom you have to see this. You’re 
going to be amazed.” 

Elizabeth laughed and said, “Calm down honey.” 

Rebecca stood in front of the dressing chamber and then opened 
the doors. 

Elizabeth said, “Wow!” She walked into the dressing chamber and 
couldn’t believe all the diamonds, rubies and beautiful gowns in the 
chamber. She said, “This is amazing Do we get to wear this stuff?” 


Chapter 14 


There was a great celebration held for everyone in the kingdom to 
enjoy. They celebrated the princess engagement and the defeat of the 
gorilla beast. Two beautiful black panthers walked at the sides of King 
Treshand. As soon as the doors to the palace were opened and the 
group walked outside you could see that the festivities had already 
begun. There were many people from the Kingdom of the Moepek at 
the celebration. 

Even the master instructors and students from the School of 
Trafarri, the School of Zruberri, the School of Serthunyaa and the 
School of Aderbowalé were there. The students and their instructors 
all had on their school uniforms so that all in the Land of the Moepek 
could know which school they belonged to. African dancers with 
exotic costumes on were dancing in the middle of the garden and 
several onlookers were watching and enjoying their dance and the 
music. 

Elizabeth said, “Anthony look how lovely the dancers look. They 
are exquisite.” 

Anthony hugged his wife and said, “So are you.” Elizabeth smiled. 
She said, “You know what?” 

Anthony asked, “What?” 

Elizabeth said, “Sometimes you just know the right thing to say.” 

The royal musicians were playing music for everyone to enjoy. 
They played drums, bongos, guitars, flutes, and other musical 
instruments. Elephants, zebras and giraffes walked by. 

Anthony took a walk with his two sons and Adam to talk about 
what had happened to them. “How were you really treated here by 
the royal family? Did they threaten you or mistreat you in any way?” 

Billy hesitated at first. Then he said, “Well the king and queen are 
both ok. They treated us fairly under the circumstances.” 

Thomas said, “Yeah. I guess I understand now. The king was just 
trying to protect his kingdom. If I were the king I would do the same 
thing. The only one who really gave us trouble was Naeduur. He has 
been a royal pain. He has threatened us on more than one occasion 
and even tried to have the king end our lives.” Anthony asked, 
“Who?” 

Billy said, “Naeduur dad. Naeduur is the king’s head warrior. 
Remember?” 

“Ah yes. I remember Naeduur now. Did he hurt you?” 

“Were alright,” Billy responded. 

“Alright guys. The three of you head on back to the celebration.” 


“Alright,” the boys responded as they headed back to the 
celebration. Anthony was furious. He was angry that someone had 
threatened his sons. He walked over to the royal courtyard and saw 
Naeduur the head warrior practicing with a sword. 

Anthony walked over to the wall were several magnificent swords 
were hanging. 

Anthony lifted up one of the swords and asked, “Do you care to 
challenge me?” 

Naeduur said sarcastically, “But of course. Let’s go.” The two men 
began to sword fight. Both men were equally as good a sword fighter 
as the other. 

“T heard from my sons about the way you treated them. No one 
treats my boys that way. Let’s settle this once and for all” 

Anthony threw his sword down to the ground. Naeduur did the 
same with his sword. The two men began fight with their fists. Several 
warriors who were walking by rushed over and broke up the fight. 
Anthony pushed the guards away from him. He walked away angrily. 
When Elizabeth saw her battered husbands face she became 
frightened. 

She cried out, “Anthony what happened to you?” 

“Nothing honey. It was just a friendly fight. That’s all. I’m alright.” 

Elizabeth said with suspicion, “A friendly fight huh. You had a 
friendly fight with whom?” 

Anthony was exhausted. He said to his wife, “Never mind. Let’s 
just go back inside the palace so I can get cleaned up.” 

The time had finally come for the wedding to begin. The driver of 
the chariot led the ten white horses through the palace grounds and 
right past the crowd of villagers. The people of the Land of the 
Moepek became very excited and started clapping and cheering when 
the king and princess rode by in the chariot. They all couldn’t help but 
notice how beautiful Princess Assuenta looked. Once at the palace 
entrance King Treshand helped his daughter out of the chariot. Several 
little girls who were children of some of the queen’s cousins walked in 
front of the king and princess and tossed rose pedals in front of them 
as they walked into the palace. King Treshand escorted his only 
daughter into the palace. Everyone turned around as the king escorted 
Princess Assuenta into the chamber. Queen Raashinda smiled when 
she say her daughter entering the chamber. 

King Treshand kissed his daughter’s hand and then placed her 
hand in Sharqueel’s hand. The king walked up and sat down on his 
throne next to his queen. The king and queen smiled at each other. 
The king’s religious advisor Nehemiah stood in front of the throne and 
looked at Princess Assuenta and Sharqueel. He performed the wedding 
ceremony. Princess Assuenta and Sharqueel read special wedding 


vows that they had written to each other. After they read their vows 
to each other they exchanged wedding rings. Sharqueel then kissed his 
new wife. Once the wedding ceremony was over the newly wed 
couple walked out of the palace and stood before the large crowd of 
people waiting outside. The crowd cheered. 

The next morning Anthony decided to take a walk one last time to 
enjoy the beauty of the Land of the Moepek. 

He walked around the palace grounds and then through the 
gardens surrounding the palace. He walked over past one of the hot 
springs. As Anthony walked through the gardens he looked over at 
one of the hot springs. He noticed the beautiful waterfall and how 
sparkling clear the water was. 

Suddenly, Anthony saw a beautiful woman walk over to the hot 
spring. It was Isabella. Anthony stared at the beautiful woman. 
Isabella walked right over the surface of the water. 

Anthony couldn’t believe his eyes. He thought that he was 
dreaming but it felt so real. He kept staring at the young woman in 
disbelief. Isabella walked over to the waterfall and sat down in the 
water. Isabella was fully dressed in a white linen gown. She didn’t 
care that her dress was getting wet. Isabella closed her eyes and lifted 
her head as the warm water fell across her face. Suddenly, just as 
quickly as she had appeared, she disappeared. Anthony was totally 
confused. He didn’t understand what he just saw. He thought to 
himself, “Was that an illusion or was that actually a real woman?” 

Later that afternoon the group of adventurers went up to the King 
and Queen of the Moepeks to say goodbye. Anthony smiled and shook 
the king’s hand. Princess Assuenta walked over to Rebecca. She had 
her pet chimpanzee Pautuuh up in her arms. 

She said, “Rebecca, Pautuuh has grown to love you very much. I 
want you to have her to remember us. Take good care of Pautuuh. 
Treat her well.” 

Rebecca took the Chimpanzee Pautuuh from the princess. 

She said, “Thank you Princess Assuenta. I promise I will take good 
care of Pautuuh. I won’t let anything happen to him.” Naeduur and 
several warriors lined up in rows and prepared to lead the group out 
of the Kingdom of the Moepek into the jungle. 

Elizabeth walked over to the queen. She smiled and said, “Thank 
you Queen Raashinda. Thank you for taking care of our children.” 

Queen Raashinda smiled back at Elizabeth. She said, “Have a safe 
journey back to your world.” 

Princess Assuenta smiled and said, “Billy thank you for everything. 
Thank you for helping to save my father’s life. ’m going to miss you 
Billy. ’m going to miss all of you.” 

Billy said sympathetically, “I’m sorry about what happened to your 


brother. I’m going to miss you too princess. Your kingdom is amazing. 
I’m glad I got to see it and be a part of it. I’m going to keep this place 
in my heart and mind. Pll remember it for the rest of my life. Billy 
gave Princess Assuenta a hug.” 

Anthony smiled and said, “Come on Billy. We better get going.” 

Princess Assuenta’s husband Sharqueel walked over to the princess. 
He took her hand and said softly, “Come on. You’ve had a long day. 
We better get you back to the palace to rest.” 

The Teen Archaeologists and their rescuers were escorted back 
through the jungle of the Moepek to head for home. They couldn’t 
wait to get back to Africa and then back to England. 

The group traveled on horses through the jungle. The Moepek 
warriors and their leader Naeduur traveled with them. The group of 
heroes and their travel companions continued their journey further 
away from the Kingdom of the Moepek. 

They rode toward the Pyramid of the Moepeks. Rebecca was 
holding on to her new pet Pautuuh. Suddenly, several of the Moepeks’ 
expelled rebels who had been banished from the kingdom for different 
crimes surrounded them. They all had hand made spears in their 
hands. Included in the group was King Treshand’s son Prince 
Reyshaunn, the Warrior Baltazar and the Warrior Cadmon. The Lion 
Ashanba was at Prince Reyshaunn’s side. Everyone was forced off of 
their horses and to the ground. 

King Treshand’s banished son yelled, “When I was in the Kingdom 
of the Moepek I was disrespected and treated like a common servant. 
That’s right. Reyshaunn was treated like nothing more than a common 
servant. I have lost everything. I have lost the kingdom that is 
rightfully mine. I have lost my royal status. I have lost the throne. My 
sister the princess has no idea how to run a kingdom. How is she a 
mere woman going to run the kingdom with all its dangers and 
threats? She shall cause the destruction of us all. I was treated like a 
common servant and now all of you shall receive that same treatment. 
And then I shall destroy you all. Outside of the Kingdom of the 
Moepek I rule. Out here in this entire jungle I am king. Soon we shall 
unite with the other rebels that live out here in the jungle and we 
shall take back what is rightfully mine. I shall destroy the entire 
Kingdom of the Moepek. First I shall conquer the jungle and then I 
shall conquer my father’s warriors. This is my new kingdom out here 
in the jungle. You will all bow down and worship me here. Rebels 
bring them.” 

One of the rebels yelled, “Move!” He pushed Anthony forcefully. 
There was nothing that Anthony could do with a spear pointed right 
at him. Besides, he was afraid that if he defended himself, one of his 
children or his wife would get hurt. Pautuuh had bitten one of the 


warriors hard on his hand and ran up a tree. 

Once at the camp site the king’s former advisor Johannson walked 
up to them and said with excitement, “Well! Well! What do we have 
here?” 

Reyshaunn said, “We have prisoners.” 

Johannson asked, “I know the king’s warriors and all the teens, but 
who are the others?” 

Reyshaunn said, “I presume that they came to the Land of the 
Moepek to rescue the teens. Now none of them will make it back to 
their own land alive.” 

The prince yelled to his men, “Tie them up.” Some of the rebels 
took ropes and tied everyone up. Prince Reyshaunn went into his tent 
to rest. He was lounging and eating fresh fruit from a bowl. The Lion 
Ashanba was resting at his side. 

Johannson bowed his head and said, “My lord if I may speak. 
Destroying Naeduur and the others will make your father very angry. 
It will bring the wrath of the king on all of us.” 

Reyshaunn replied angrily, “So what? Do you really think that I am 
worried about my father’s wrath? I am no longer in the Kingdom of 
the Moepek. Outside of the Moepek walls is nothing but jungle. Out 
here I rule. Didn’t you know Johannson; this jungle is my new 
kingdom. Out here I am king.” 

Johannson said with great concern, “But, my lord the king’s 
warriors....” 

Reyshaunn interrupted him and said angrily, “Johannson you tire 
me with your fear. I will hear no more of your pessimism. Get out of 
my tent.” 

Johannson bowed his head to Prince Reyshaunn. He said, “My 
lord. Please excuse me.” 

Rebecca whispered, “Mom I heard something outside the tent back 
there. I think some kind of wild animal is running around out there.” 

Thomas whispered, “Rebecca you are a wild animal. It’s probably 
one of your jungle relatives.” 

“Shut up Thomas. You are my relative you idiot.” Thomas 
whispered, “You probably didn’t hear anything. You need to clean the 
wax out of your ears.” 

“Shut up Thomas.” 

“You shut up Rebecca.” 

“No! You shut up.” 

Billy whispered, “Will both of your shut up? You want the warriors 
to come in here with their spears? Goodness. Don’t you two ever 
stop?” Suddenly, all of them heard a strange noise in back of the tent 
outside. Elizabeth, Rebecca, Atikah and Samirah all became 
frightened. 


Rebecca whispered, “What if it’s a wild lion or a tiger? Mom our 
hands are all tied. We won’t be able to defend ourselves. We could all 
be eaten alive. I hope the wild animal eats Thomas first. Then maybe 
it’ll be too full to eat us.” Suddenly, the Chimpanzee Pautuuh crawled 
from outside into the tent. 

When Elizabeth, Jabril and the Teen Archaeologists saw the 
Chimpanzee Pautuuh crawl into the tent all of them became very 
excited. Elizabeth whispered, “Pautuuh untie the ropes. Pautuuh 
loosen the ropes.” 

Billy whispered, “That’s it Pautuuh. Get the ropes. Good boy.” 

When Rebecca’s hands were finally free she grabbed Pautuuh and 
gave him a big hug. She whispered, “Good Pautuuh. Good boy.” 

Thomas whispered sarcastically, “Rebecca you can play with your 
pet later. Untie us.” 

Elizabeth put her finger up to her mouth. She whispered, “Shush!” 
She crawled on the ground to the entrance of the tent. She peeped 
outside to see if any of the rebel warriors had heard them. The rebels 
were still sitting around the bonfire. 

They were eating and laughing. They had no idea that some of the 
prisoners were no longer tied up inside their tent. 

Elizabeth crawled back into the tent with the others. She 
whispered, “The guards have no idea that we are free. We have to 
help your father and the others. Let’s leave the tent from the back so 
the guards can’t see us. Pautuuh got in that way without the guards 
seeing him. Let’s go.” Elizabeth and the others crawled to the back of 
the tent. The group hurried to the tent that Anthony, Naeduur 
Benjamin and Babatunde were in. Billy lifted up the back of their tent 
just enough for Elizabeth to crawl under and untie the men. 

Anthony whispered, “Elizabeth.” 

Elizabeth put her finger up to her mouth and whispered, “Shush!” 
She crawled on the ground inside the tent over to Anthony. She untied 
the ropes from Anthony and then Babatunde. Anthony and Elizabeth 
hugged each other. 

Babatunde crawled over to Benjamin and untied his ropes. 

Anthony whispered, “Honey where are the kids?” Elizabeth 
whispered, “They’re with me. They’re alright. They’re right outside 
hiding in the bushes.” 

Babatunde whispered, “What about my daughter, Jabril, Adam and 
Atikah? Are they all alright?” 

Elizabeth whispered, “Everyone is fine.” 

Once in the bushes behind the tents, Anthony whispered to the 
others, “Wait here. Benjamin I'll go get your men. Naeduur you go 
and set your own men free. If all of us go the guards might hear. 
Everyone stay as quiet and as still as you can. Rebecca keep that 


chimpanzee quiet.” 

Elizabeth whispered, “Be careful honey.” Anthony looked at his 
wife and smiled. He then went to rescue the others. 

After everyone was finally freed Anthony whispered, “Elizabeth 
take the kids and Jabril and move ahead.” 

The Teen Archaeologists and Jabril left the camp site and headed 
into the jungle toward the Pyramid of the Moepeks. 

They wanted to get as far away as they could for their own safety. 
Elizabeth led the way. She was worried about her husband but she 
knew that he was right. She had to get the children and Jabril out of 
the way just in case there was a fight between the men and the rebels. 
If that happened the kids could get hurt. Elizabeth couldn’t let that 
happen. Jabril and the Teen Archaeologists followed behind her. 
Suddenly, the Warrior Rebel Baltazar woke up. He decided to check 
on the prisoners to make sure they were all still tied up and had no 
way of escaping. He walked over to Naeduur’s tent. Baltazar yelled 
out. The other rebels that were sleeping around the tent and those 
inside of the tents all woke up to Baltazar’s yelling. All the warriors 
jumped up and grabbed their spears and swords. 

Prince Reyshaunn rushed out of his tent and yelled, “What’s going 
on out here? You have all disturbed me. What has happened?” 

The Warrior Rebel Cadmon said nervously, “My lord. The 
prisoners....” 

Reyshaunn ignored him and stormed over to Anthony’s tent and 
looked inside. No one was there. He knew at that moment that all the 
prisoners had escaped. Reyshaunn led the warrior rebels out of the 
camp into the jungle to look for Anthony and the others. Prince 
Reyshaunn and his men caught up to Anthony, Naeduur, Benjamin, 
Babatunde and the other men. All of the men started fighting. 
Elizabeth, Jabril and the Teen Archacologists heard the men fighting 
behind them at a distance. 

Elizabeth whispered, “Oh my lord!” 

Suddenly, three flying dinosaurs headed straight toward them. The 
gigantic flying dinosaurs swooped down from the sky and attacked the 
group of men. 

One of the flying creatures landed on the ground and walked on its 
two hind legs. The dinosaur let out a loud scream that could be heard 
throughout the jungle. The flying creature that had landed on the 
ground and was now walking on its hind legs started attacking the 
group of men. 

For their survival the hunters and their former prisoners had to 
unite and fight the creature together. Prince Reyshaunn and his men 
fought side-by-side with Anthony and the other men. They needed 
each other in order to stay alive. Then the gigantic flying monster 


attacked Anthony. He pecked so hard at Anthony that he fell over 
backwards. Anthony landed on his back. Billy saw what happened to 
his father and decided to help him. 

Elizabeth yelled, “Billy get back here.” 

Billy didn’t listen to his mother. He continued to run after the 
creature. Another one of the creatures flew down close to the ground. 
He flew right over Prince Reyshaunn and scooped him up with his 
claws. The gigantic flying creature held tightly onto Prince Reyshaunn 
with his powerful claws. 

The creature flew off with Prince Reyshaunn hanging in the air. By 
the time Anthony noticed Billy running toward the other flying 
dinosaur it was too late. Billy had gotten too close to the creature. The 
flying creature that had landed and that was now walking around on 
its two hind legs chased after Billy. He tried to run away from the 
creature but he wasn’t fast enough. The monster flew up into the air 
and then flew straight toward Billy. The creature hovered over Billy 
and tried to lift him up with his claws. Billy fought him off. Then the 
flying dinosaur was able to grab hold of Billy with his feet and lift 
Billy up into the air. Billy fought the creature and was able to break 
free. The creature loosened his grip and Billy fell to the ground. 

Elizabeth yelled, “Somebody please help him! Anthony please help 
him!” 

Anthony yelled, “Billy!” 

The Moepek Warriors threw their spears at the creature but it was 
no use. The dinosaur scooped Billy up into its mouth. It flew up into 
the sky with Billy hanging out of its mouth. All of the flying dinosaurs 
flew away. Reyshaunn and Billy were gone. 

Naeduur said angrily, “The boy and the prince are gone. It is too 
late for them. It doesn’t make sense for anyone of us to risk our lives 
to help those that are no longer alive. Don’t be a fool. You need to 
return to your world before someone else gets hurt. You are all to 
leave this land at once. Return to your world and leave the Land of 
the Moepek. If you stay here more of you will die.” 

Elizabeth yelled, “No! What are you saying?” 

Anthony yelled, “I don’t care if you are the head of the Moepek 
Warriors. Were not going anywhere without our son. As far as we are 
concerned he is still alive and needs our help.” 

Elizabeth yelled, “As long as there is breath in our bodies my 
husband and I will keep searching for our son.” 

Anthony looked over at the Moepek rebels. He pleaded, “Your 
leader and my son have both been carried away by those gigantic 
flying creatures. We want our son back and you all want your leader 
back. We have to stick together. If we stick together we will be able to 
bring both of them back. We need each other.” 


The Moepek rebels didn’t answer Anthony. They totally ignored 
him. They ignored Elizabeth’s pleas for help also. 

They had no intentions on helping Anthony and Elizabeth find 
their son Billy. The rebels weren’t the type of men and women who 
would risk their lives for anyone. They just looked at each other with 
a non-caring attitude. They were rebels that had been banished from 
the Kingdom of the Moepek. They didn’t care about anything or 
anybody. They did not want to risk their lives for Reyshaunn or 
anybody else. Besides, they were sick of Reyshaunn ordering them 
around. They didn’t want him to come back. They wanted to pick a 
new leader who wasn’t as egotistical as Reyshaunn was. They didn’t 
care anything about Billy either. The Moepek rebels turned around 
and headed back to their camp. They didn’t even look back at 
Anthony and Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth cried, “Anthony why won’t they help us?” 

Anthony pleaded, “Don’t walk away. Help us. Help us find our son 
and your leader.” The rebel warriors ignored Anthony. 

They continued to walk into the jungle toward their camp. 

Anthony turned to Naeduur. He pleaded, “Naeduur what about you 
and your men? Will you help us find our son? Please help us. We need 
you. We are desperate.” 

Naeduur yelled, “No. We will not help you. Leave our land. My 
men and I are returning to the Kingdom of the Moepek. All of you can 
make it back to the Pyramid of the Moepeks on your own.” Naeduur 
pointed his finger in the direction that led to the Pyramid of the 
Moepeks. He said, “Go through the jungle in that direction and you 
will find the pyramid that you seek.” 


Chapter 15 


Just at the moment, King Treshand and fifty Moepek warriors rode 
up on horses. When Naeduur and his men saw King Treshand they got 
down on their knees and bowed before their king. The king said 
sternly, “Naeduur I came just in time to hear you tell these people 
how you and your men would be honored to help them find their son. 
Am I right Naeduur? That is what you were just telling them? Is it 
not?” 

Naeduur said, “Yes my lord. That is what I was just telling them.” 

King Treshand looked at Anthony and Elizabeth. He winked his 
eye at them and smiled. The king said to Naeduur, “Good. That is 
what I thought you said. Naeduur you know as well as I do where 
their son has been taken. We shall all go there and bring him back to 
his family.” Anthony and Elizabeth hugged each other. They were 
relieved that the king was going to help them search for their son. 
They both smiled back at the king. 

Elizabeth looked at the king and whispered, “Thank you.” 

Anthony asked, “Exactly where are we going? Where is our son?” 

King Treshand said with a worried expression on his face, “He is 
on an island across the Waters of the Moepek that is full of dinosaurs.” 

Anthony asked with great concern, “An island full of dinosaurs?” 

King Treshand said, “Yes.” Elizabeth and Anthony were both 
terrified for their son but they were willing to travel the entire world 
to rescue their son. The group traveled through the jungle to the 
ocean shore. 

King Treshand said, “We will camp here for the night. We must 
wait until daylight to try and cross the Waters of the Moepek that 
leads to the dinosaurs. There is no light there. We will not be able to 
see anything. It would be too dangerous. Besides, the little ones look 
exhausted. They must rest.” 

The next morning the group had to walk into the water and then 
swim to the three ships. The adults watched the teens closely to 
ensure their safety. Anthony swam right next to Rebecca and Thomas. 
Anthony carried his daughter’s pet chimpanzee on his back to the 
ship. The Chimpanzee Pautuuh held onto Anthony’s neck as tightly as 
he could. The chimpanzee was terrified. Once they reached the ships 
they all had to climb up rope ladders to get on board them. The 
Chimpanzee Pautuuh climbed the ropes up onto the deck of one of the 
ships. The Moepek warriors divided themselves up into about nineteen 
men in each ship. Naeduur, King Treshand, Anthony, Elizabeth, 
Babatunde, Jabril and the Teen Archaeologists climbed onto one of 


the ships together. 

Anthony, Babatunde and Benjamin helped Rebecca, Samirah, 
Atikah, Adam, Thomas and Jabril climb up the rope ladders onto the 
ship. King Treshand told one of his warriors to escort Elizabeth and 
the girls to the galley so they could prepare food for everyone on their 
ship. 

When the ships were half way to the island where the dinosaurs 
were holding Billy the waters began to get rough. 

The waves got higher and higher. The ships all began to rock back 
and forth. Suddenly, a gigantic ocean creature jumped up from 
underneath the water. The ocean creature was huge. 

It was twenty feet wide when its arms were stretched out. 

Elizabeth, Samirah, Atikah and Rebecca screamed. Anthony yelled 
for Elizabeth, Jabril and the teens to go beneath the deck into one of 
the cabins to hide. 

Elizabeth yelled, “Kids hold onto the grab rails so you won’t fall. 
Jabril come on. Ill help you.” Elizabeth held onto Tabril so he 
wouldn’t fall either. Jabril wasn’t as strong as he used to be in his 
younger days and he needed help. Elizabeth helped Jabril down below 
the deck. The gigantic creature decided to leave their ship and 
Benjamin’s ship alone. The gigantic ocean predator instead went after 
the third ship that had nineteen of King Treshand’s Moepek Warriors 
on board. 

The gigantic creature wrapped its eight long arms around the 
entire ship and rocked it back and forth violently. 

The Moepek Warriors onboard were being tossed all over the deck 
like toys. They couldn’t keep their balance. The men tried to fight off 
the creature with their spears and swords. 

It was no use. The creature was too powerful for them. It rocked 
the ship back and forth so hard that several of them fell overboard. 
Several of the warriors jumped overboard on purpose to try and 
escape from the gigantic ocean creature. 

They swam as fast as they could to get away from the gigantic 
creature. The gigantic ocean creature wrapped his arms around the 
entire ship again and just as suddenly as it had appeared it 
disappeared underneath the ocean with the entire ship. The remaining 
warriors that were onboard went down with the ship. The surviving 
warriors swam over to the other two ships and climbed up the rope 
ladders to safety. 

When the remaining ships got close to the island the warriors and 
Benjamin’s men secured the ships by lowering the anchors into the 
water. Anthony helped Jabril, Elizabeth and the teens onto the deck. 
He said, “Elizabeth, you and the kids stay on the ship.” 

Elizabeth, Samirah, Adam and Thomas started yelling out at the 


same time. None of them wanted to stay onboard the ship. They all 
wanted to get off the ship and go on the rescue mission for Billy. 
Anthony tried to quiet everyone down but he couldn’t. Finally he got 
fed up and yelled, “Everybody shut up!” The four of them stopped 
yelling and complaining. 

Anthony said with relief, “That’s better. Now, what part of you 
four are staying onboard didn’t you understand? Tell me because I 
want to know. All of you are going to stay onboard this ship so that 
you can be safe. If you don’t listen to me none of you will be safe 
because I’ll personally throw each and every one of you overboard 
myself. Am I making myself clear?” 

“Anthony there is no way I’m going to stay aboard the ship,” 
Elizabeth said defiantly. “That is my oldest son out there on that awful 
island and I’m going to help search for him and bring him home. I 
can’t just sit back and do nothing. I am his mother and I have as much 
right to look for him as you do. I’m coming with you so get used to 
the idea. The kids are staying onboard the ship. I am coming with you 
and that is final.” 

Naeduur yelled, “She should stay onboard the ship. She is a mere 
woman. She will just get in our way and slow us down.” He was being 
a male-chauvinist. 

Elizabeth said angrily, “Naeduur this mere woman has a son who 
is in danger and nobody; not even you, is going to stop me from 
rescuing him.” 

“Are you ever going to listen to me?” Anthony asked his wife. 

Elizabeth said sarcastically, “Not this time!” King Treshand 
admired Elizabeth’s braveness. He smiled and said, “Anthony, your 
wife reminds me of Queen Raashinda. They both have the strength of 
warriors.” 

“She is not a warrior king. She is my wife and she is stubborn like 
a mule. Alright. You can come too Elizabeth but please stay close to 
me,” Anthony said with concern. 

Elizabeth, Anthony, King Treshand, Naeduur, Babatunde and 
several Moepek Warriors from the other ship also started to climb 
down the ladders made of rope. When they climbed down as far as 
they could they jumped into the cold water to swim to the dark island 
of the dinosaurs. They swam toward the shore. 

Once on the island Elizabeth screamed. Anthony ran over to her 
and asked, “What?” Elizabeth pointed into the bushes that led into the 
jungle area of the dark island. Five gigantic Komodo-looking dragons 
came out of the bushes and advanced toward them. The dragons were 
fifteen feet long and weighed over seven hundred pounds. They were 
dark green in color and had scales all over their bodies like fish. They 
had white horns coming out of the back of their necks, their backs and 


from the top of their heads. They had long tails that they could swing 
and knock a man off of his feet. They had long tongues that slithered 
in and out of their mouths. 

Anthony yelled with concern for his wife, “Elizabeth! Get behind 
us!” She backed up behind the men for her protection. 

One of the dragons grabbed one of the Moepek warriors and 
carried him away. The man screamed as he was being carried away. 
Another Komodo-looking dragon swung their powerful tail and 
knocked four of the Moepek warriors into the jungle. All four of the 
men landed right into some trees and fell to the ground. The other two 
Komodo-looking dragons got tired of being poked with spears so they 
wandered back into the jungle. There were no more creatures or 
dinosaurs on the beach area so the remaining group of rescuers 
decided to walk into the jungle in search of the missing teen. Naeduur 
and his men led the way into the jungle. They each pulled out their 
swords and chopped away the tall thick vines and weeds so everyone 
could pass through. As the group walked through the jungle they 
heard a noise. 

“What is that?” Anthony asked curiously. 

Benjamin said sarcastically, “I don’t know but whatever it is, it 
can’t be good.” 

Everyone stopped walking and looked around the jungle to see 
what it was that was coming. It sounded like something was running 
straight toward them. Suddenly, a wild boar ran at them. This 
particular wild boar was a lot larger than the average wild boar found 
in Elizabeth and Anthony’s world. 

This wild boar weighed over twelve-hundred pounds. It had long 
claws to rip its prey up with and teeth as sharp as razors. 

The Moepek warriors fought off the wild boar with their spears. 
The men were able to chase the wild animal back into the jungle. As 
the men and Elizabeth traveled further into the jungle they came upon 
a clearing. In that particular area there weren’t many trees. There was 
a lot of thick grass growing and several thick bushes. Right in the 
center of the opening was a huge dinosaur that looked something like 
a gigantic rhinoceros. 

“Anthony look at that thing,” Elizabeth whispered in total 
astonishment. 

“Don’t worry honey. That thing only eats plants. It’s herbivorous. I 
think.” 


Chapter 16 


Anthony whispered to the other men, “We need to proceed in the 
same direction that those flying creatures are headed. They may be 
flying right to where Billy is. Let’s go.” Three flying creatures that the 
group was following landed on the mountaintop on the island. 

Naeduur whispered, “How are we going to get past those things 
without being seen?” 

“We will wait until they fly away before we move,” Anthony 
whispered. “They can’t stay there forever. All of you just keep cool.” 
After several minutes two of the flying dinosaurs flew off of the 
mountaintop and into the jungle area. One of the flying dinosaurs 
stayed behind as though it was guarding the caves. Anthony 
whispered, “We will go now. Elizabeth you and the king wait here. 
Babatunde you wait here as well my friend.” 

Anthony, Benjamin and his men, Naeduur and his men all went up 
the mountain to search in the caves for Billy. 

They stayed close to the mountain so that the gigantic flying 
creature that was sitting at the top of the mountain couldn’t see them. 
They climbed up to the first cave. Anthony snuck into the cave and 
looked around. There was no one in there. 

He whispered to the others to continue climbing. They went into 
the second cave and there they were. Billy and Reyshaunn were in the 
cave hiding deep inside. 

Billy whispered with excitement, “Dad!” He ran over to his father 
and gave him a big hug. He had never been so happy to see someone 
before in his life. 

Reyshaunn whispered, “How did you get to this island?” 

“Your father the king, Naeduur and several of your Moepek 
warriors helped us get here,” Anthony replied. 

Reyshaunn whispered, “My father?” 

“Yes. Your father is here. Come on. Let’s get out of here.” Anthony, 
Prince Reyshaunn and Billy left the cave and started to climb down 
the mountain with the other men. 

The flying dinosaur flew into the air and circled the mountain to 
see what was going on. 

Anthony yelled, “Move it Billy. That flying monster is coming 
straight toward us.” Prince Reyshaunn grabbed Anthony and punched 
him in the face. He then grabbed Anthony and held him as a shield. 

King Treshand saw his son and whispered, “Reyshaunn. What is 
my son doing?” He couldn’t believe that his son was being such a 
coward. It was not the Moepek way. Reyshaunn and Anthony began to 


fight with each other. Anthony was able to knock Reyshaunn off the 
mountain. As he fell toward the ground the flying dinosaur flew over 
to him and caught him in his mouth. He flew off into the jungle with 
Prince Reyshaunn hanging out of his mouth. They never saw Prince 
Reyshaunn again. King Treshand was deeply hurt and put his head 
down in despair. 

Elizabeth walked over to the king and tried to comfort him. She 
whispered, “I’m sorry king.” 

King Treshand said with a sad expression on his face, “Thank you.’ 

It was obvious that he was heartbroken over the loss of his son. 
The group came back to the clearing in the middle of the jungle. 
There were about eighteen gigantic ostriches standing around in the 
clearing. They were twice the size of a regular ostrich and had five 
times the strength. 

Anthony whispered, “We are going to ride to the beach area on 
those things. Come on.” 

Anthony helped Billy and Elizabeth climb on one of the ostriches. 
He then climbed on one himself with Babatunde. 

Naeduur and King Treshand climbed on one of the creatures. 

The gigantic animals traveled through the jungle at over forty 
miles an hour. The group climbed off of their ostriches and let them 
run back into the jungle. The ostriches were happy to have the 
humans off of their backs. They turned around and ran right back into 
the jungle. 

“Elizabeth and Billy run for the water and start swimming toward 
the ships,” Anthony yelled out with concern. “Go on.” 

She didn’t want to lose her son to one of the flying creatures again. 
Elizabeth and Billy did as they were told. A gigantic flying creature 
flew down and grabbed one of the Moepek warriors and on. They 
were never heard from again. Anthony, King Treshand, Naeduur and 
the remaining Moepek warriors, Benjamin and the remaining hunters 
walked into the water and started swimming toward the ships with 
Elizabeth and Billy. 

When the other teens saw Billy they ran over to him and tried to 
hug him at the same time. They were so excited to see him alive that 
they almost knocked him over. Billy was happy to see all of them too. 
The Chimpanzee Pautuuh ran and jumped up in Billy’s arms. Anthony 
and Elizabeth hugged each other and looked at the kids. They were 
happy that the group of teens was all alive and together again. Jabril 
was happy to see that his son Babatunde was alright. Samirah ran up 
to her father and gave him a hug. 

On the other ship Benjamin yelled to his crew, “Off she goes. Let’s 
get out of here mates.” The Moepek Warriors from both ships pulled 
up the anchors that were keeping the ships steady. They pulled up the 


? 


sails and took off back to the Land of the Moepek. The adventure was 
over. They finally made it back to safety on the shore and climbed out 
of the ships. 

“T don’t know how to thank you king,” Anthony said with great 
appreciation. “I don’t know what we would have done if you hadn’t 
shown up to help us find our son. He might have been lost to us 
forever. I am truly sorry for the loss of your own son.” 

King Treshand smiled and said, “I have to get back to the Kingdom 
of the Moepek. Naeduur and several warriors will travel with you to 
the Pyramid of the Moepeks so that you can return to your own world. 
This time they will not abandon you and your family. I have given my 
order.” 

Suddenly, the group heard a lion roaring. It was the Lion Ashanba. 
King Treshand yelled, “Ashanba. You are here.” The king was happy 
to have his favorite pet lion back. They all said goodbye to King 
Treshand and took off on their horses. Naeduur and several Moepek 
warriors escorted the Teen Archaeologists and their rescuers through 
the jungle on horses toward the Pyramid of the Moepeks. King 
Treshand and the rest of the Moepek warriors returned to the 
Kingdom of the Moepek. King Treshand yelled, “Come Ashanba.” On 
their way back to the pyramids everyone heard the giant gorilla 
yelling out in the distance. Naeduur said nonchalantly, “Come on. Do 
not worry. The creature is no threat to us now. He is too far away. Let 
us go.” The group followed Naeduur and his men on their journey 
through the jungles of the Land of the Moepek. Suddenly, the group of 
travelers heard a loud scream. Everyone stopped their horses. A look 
of fear came on everyone’s face. Even the warriors were terrified. The 
group heard noises in the jungle as through something was 
surrounding them. 

Elizabeth asked with great concern, “Anthony what is that? What’s 
happening?” 

“Shush! Quiet!” Anthony whispered. 

“Dad that didn’t sound like the giant gorilla,” Billy whispered 
nervously. 

Anthony whispered, “No. It wasn’t. There’s something else out 
there and it’s surrounding us.” 

Suddenly, the group saw the bushes in the jungle move as though 
something was running through the jungle. They couldn’t see what it 
was. Naeduur and his men knew exactly what it was. They also knew 
that they had to move quickly or they would all die. 

“This way,” Naeduur said firmly. 

“You must move quickly. Hurry up!” 

“Tm not taking my family any further unless you tell us exactly 
what is going on. Is the giant gorilla following us?” Anthony 


responded angrily to Naeduur. 

Naeduur said with fear in his eyes, “No. Not the giant gorilla. It’s a 
man-eating creature. If you do not hurry your family will perish.” 

“We have to get the kids out of here,” Anthony said with terror in 
his voice. “Move it now!” 

The group took off as quickly as they could on their horses. 

When Naeduur said man-eating dinosaur Anthony knew 
immediately that the dinosaur wasn’t just circling them. It was 
hunting them like prey. The dinosaur wanted to hunt them, destroy 
them and then eat them and not necessarily in that order. There was 
no way that Anthony was going to allow that to happen to his family 
and friends. The teens, their rescuers and the Moepek warriors 
continued their journey through the jungle as fast as they could. All 
the men knew that the dinosaur wasn’t the kind of dinosaur to just 
give up and run away. They knew that it would continue hunting 
them to the very end. It would never give up the hunt. 

Suddenly, a gigantic carnivorous dinosaur jumped out of the 
bushes and charged after several of the Moepek warriors. 

The creature was huge. It was the most terrifying moment in all of 
their lives. This creature was a hunter and it was very good at it. 
Everyone continued to ride their horses through the jungle as fast as 
they could. The dinosaur ran after them. 

The creature had no intentions on giving up hunting the group of 
humans. The dinosaur reached over and was going to grab Rebecca in 
its mighty jaws when suddenly, a second dinosaur jumped out of the 
jungle and landed right on top of the first man-eating dinosaur. The 
Chimpanzee Pautuuh who was holding onto Rebecca’s neck at the 
time screamed out in fear. The two gigantic monsters started fighting 
each other. They both let out a loud scream. They began attacking 
each other. The two dinosaurs were fighting over who was going to 
hunt the humans. They didn’t want to share. As the two predators 
fought, the ground shook from their mighty power. 

“Don’t look back,” Anthony yelled ahead at his family. “Keep 
moving.” 

The group of adventurers and the remaining Moepek warriors that 
were accompanying them continued to ride away from the dinosaurs 
as fast as they could. The group of adventures finally made it to the 
entrance of the pyramid that would take them back home. 

Naeduur said, “We are here. You must go quickly. Do not come 
back. You are not welcome here. If you ever return to the Land of the 
Moepek I shall destroy you myself.” 

“Listen my friend,” Anthony said. You could tell that he was 
annoyed. “My family and I have no more desire to return to your land. 
We gave our promise to your king and we shall honor it. We promised 


to never return to this place or reveal its location to anyone. We will 
keep our promise. We shall not return to the Land of the Moepek.” 
Anthony turned to the others and said, “Let’s go. Benjamin you and 
your men go first and make sure everything is safe. I will send 
Babatunde, Jabril, Elizabeth and the kids up next. I will be last.” 

Benjamin whispered sarcastically, “That fellow Naeduur is a 
friendly type of guy, isn’t he?” 

“T don’t know about that but he seems to be a real jerk to me,” 
Anthony said sarcastically. 

While Benjamin and his men climbed up the vines into the 
pyramid Anthony asked Naeduur, “Are you and your warriors going to 
be ok with two man-eating dinosaurs running around in the jungle?” 

Naeduur said with pride, “We are warriors of the Kingdom of the 
Moepek. We are not strangers to these jungles like you are. We know 
how to survive.” Naeduur and his Moepek warriors rode off on their 
horses through the jungle to return to the Kingdom of the Moepek. 

As they rode off Anthony mumbled sarcastically to himself, “Fine. 
Go ahead and get eaten then.” 

Anthony said, “Rebecca, Samirah and Atikah go on. Rebecca give 
Pautuuh to me. Pll carry him up.” 

Rebecca handed her pet chimpanzee to her father. Rebecca, 
Samirah and Atikah started to climb up the vines. When they reached 
the top Benjamin and his men pulled them up. 

Elizabeth, Adam, Babatunde and Jabril were ready to climb up. All 
of them made it back into the pyramid. 

“Jabril, now what do we do?” Anthony asked. 

“Go over to that wall and place your hand over the painting of the 
hand on the bottom of the wall,” he replied. “That will close the Tomb 
of the Moepeks.” 

Anthony bent down on his knees. He slowly started to move his 
hand toward the painting of the hand on the wall. 

Jabril yelled out, “Stop! Wait!” 

Anthony pulled his hand back and yelled impatiently, “What? You 
scared the daylights out of me.” 

“The map,” Jabril responded. “It is still with us. The people of the 
Moepek will not be truly safe unless the map is buried in the Land of 
the Moepek with them. I got it back from my granddaughter Samirah. 
I have it here with me.” 

Anthony said sarcastically, “Well, take it on out and toss it on in 
there.” 

Jabril reached in his pocket and took out the map of the lost 
Civilization of the Moepek and threw it down into the sarcophagus. 

“Now you may close it,” he said. 

Anthony placed his hand over the painting of the hand on the wall 


of the pyramid. Suddenly, the ground inside of the pyramid began to 
shake. Dirt and small pieces of rock fell off the walls. The sarcophagus 
closed up. 

“Now that the sarcophagus is closed again how shall we ensure 
that it is never opened again?” Jabril asked curiously. 

“Dad look at the rock over there,” Billy said. “It’s actually a lever. 
That’s how we got the secret entrance into the chamber to open up in 
the first place. We just moved it over.” 

“Here Rebecca,” Anthony said as he handed her pet over to her. 
“Take Pautuuh honey. Well not only am I going to move the lever 
back where it was to close the entranceway into the chambers, but I 
am going to destroy it and close up that part of the pyramid 
permanently. King Treshand and Queen Raashinda will never have to 
worry about outsiders entering the Land of the Moepek ever again. 
Their kingdom will be safe from some of the greedy thieves who want 
to take everything that they have.” 

Billy said, “Let me close it dad.” 

Anthony said, “Alright son. If it means that much to you, do it.” 

Billy walked over to the rock and moved it back in its original 
place. Suddenly, the entranceway that led to all the chambers in the 
pyramid closed up. 

Anthony said, “Everybody, get back.” Anthony destroyed the lever 
made of rock. The pyramid was closed forever. The group finally 
made it out of the pyramid. Suddenly the entire pyramid collapsed on 
itself. Everyone ran as far away from the pyramid as they could. The 
pyramid destroyed itself. 

Rebecca whispered to her mother, “Mom, do you think that 
Princess Assuenta is alright?” 

“She’s fine honey. She’s fine.” 

The teens and their rescuers finally made it to the safety. 

They were finally on their way home. The long journey was almost 
over. 

“Dad do we have to climb the rocks behind the waterfall to make 
at back up to the cliff?” Billy asked. 

“That’s the only way to get home son. Come on.” 

“Dad what about the giant snake?” Thomas asked with concern. 
“He lives around the waterfall.” 

Benjamin whispered to Anthony, “You know your kid could be 
right. That thing could be waiting up there for us. He could be waiting 
behind the waterfall in the rocks for us to climb up to him.” 

“Yeah, I know,” Anthony acknowledged. 

“T tell you what, my men and I will go first,” Benjamin suggested. 
“If that thing is slithering anywhere around the waterfall we will take 
care of it before it comes anywhere near your family and friends. We 


promise.” 

Anthony said, “You’re a good man. I can’t tell you how much my 
family and I appreciate the sacrifices that you and your men have 
made for us. Thank you. Thank you very much.” 

Benjamin looked at his remaining men and said sarcastically, “Let’s 
go. We got a big snake to chase.” Benjamin’s men started laughing. 
Benjamin and his men began to climb up the rocks behind the 
waterfall. Benjamin went first. His men followed behind him. 
Benjamin took his time so he wouldn’t fall off the rocks and land in 
the Nile River beneath him. Benjamin made it up to the top and yelled 
down for his men to hurry up. He yelled down, “Come on guys, there’s 
nothing up here. The snake is gone. It’s safe.” 

Just as Benjamin said, “It is safe....” the gigantic snake jumped 
through the air from over the waterfall and wrapped his entire body 
around Benjamin. The snake had set a trap with the humans as the 
prey and it as the hunter. Benjamin was the snake’s victim. When 
Benjamin’s men saw him being squeezed by the gigantic creature they 
hurried back down the rocks to get as far away from the creature as 
they could. 

Rebecca ran over to her father and cried, “Dad.” Anthony yelled, 
“Cover your eyes baby.” He shielded Rebecca’s eyes so that she 
couldn’t see what was happening. 

Elizabeth ran over to Babatunde to comfort him. Babatunde was 
witnessing the end of a very close friend. 

Elizabeth understood Babatunde and whispered, “I’m so sorry 
Babatunde. I’m so sorry.” 

The gigantic snake fell off the cliff all the way down into the Nile 
River. It took Benjamin with it. The teens and their remaining rescuers 
started climbing up the rocks again to safety. They lost their friend 
Benjamin forever. The group finally made it out of the jungle. They 
were all happy to be back home. 

“Mr. Anthony Sir and Mrs. Elizabeth Madam please forgive me for 
taking your children with me in search of the lost civilization,” 
Samirah pleaded apologetically as they stood in front of the hotel. “I 
put their lives in danger because of a map and for that I am truly 
sorry. Please do not think badly of me.” 

“We could never think badly of you Samirah,” Elizabeth said as she 
smiled at the young woman standing before her. 

“You are a bright and beautiful young woman and you have a 
bright future as an archeologist. But, for everyone’s sake please wait 
until you’re much older.” 

“Yes madam,” Samirah said as she blushed and smiled. 

She looked at Billy, Thomas and Rebecca. 

“Goodbye guys. I’m going to miss the three of you. Please come 


back to Africa again.” 

“Samirah aren’t we going to see you again before we head back to 
England?” Rebecca asked with disappointment at the prospect of 
never seeing their new friend again. 

“No,” she responded sadly. “I don’t think so. I still have to face my 
mother. I think she is going to ground me for the rest of my life. I had 
better not keep her waiting any longer. I have to go. Goodbye.” 

Samirah, Jabril and Babatunde left the Turner family. 

Anthony and Elizabeth escorted their teen children into the hotel. 
They were all in the hotel suite when Elizabeth and Anthony heard 
the kids scream out. 

Rebecca, Thomas and Billy yelled, “Mom! Dad! Come here quick.” 
Anthony and Elizabeth came rushing out of their bedroom into the 
suite’s living room. They were scared. They didn’t know what their 
children were screaming about. 

“Kids!” Anthony yelled out in terror. “What is it? What’s wrong? Is 
everything alright?” 

The teens all yelled out at the same time, “Look!” They each 
opened their backpacks and showed their parents millions of dollars 
worth of diamonds, rubies and jade. 

“Kids did you take that from the Land of the Moepek?” Anthony 
asked with disappointment. “You weren’t supposed to take anything. 
Your mother and I do not allow stealing and you know that. Your 
mother and I have never stolen anything from any of our adventures. 
We’ve always turned them over to the proper authorities.” 

The Teen Archaeologists all yelled out, “No dad. We swear. We 
didn’t take any of this. Someone must have put it there.” 

Elizabeth said, “Wait just a minute. IIl be right back.” She rushed 
back out with her and Anthony’s backpacks in her hands. She handed 
Anthony his backpack and said, “Open it.” Elizabeth opened her 
backpack and Anthony opened his. To their surprise there was 
millions of dollars worth of diamonds, rubies and jade in their 
backpacks as well. 

Anthony said, “I’m sorry kids for accusing all of you of something 
that you didn’t do. I should have known better. Please forgive me.” 

Elizabeth said with excitement, “Anthony look at all of this. Some 
of this stuff is priceless. Where do you think it came from?” 

Anthony smiled and said, “King Treshand himself. Who else could 
have done this? All of this is a gift to our family.” 

The Turner family finally boarded their private plane and headed 
home. They were finally on their way back to England. Back at the 
mansion the Chimpanzee Pautuuh sat on the floor. He opened up 
Rebecca’s backpack. Pautuuh pulled out some of the diamond jewels 
and started playing with them. Pautuuh put some of the jewels in his 


mouth and some on top of his head. There was millions of dollars 
worth of jewels in the backpacks and the Chimpanzee Pautuuh was 
playing with them like they were toys. Elizabeth, Anthony and the 
Teen Archaeologists all laughed at the Chimpanzee Pautuuh. 


